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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


A CALL for “‘ new and startling”’ methods of construction in 
house building was made by Mr. Harold Macmillan, the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning, when he presented 
the Housing Medals for 1951 at the R.I.B.A. on July 16. p. 133 


SOME RESULTS of an experiment in bonusing maintenance 
work which was successfully carried out by a local authority 
in collaboration with the Ministry of Works, are given by a 
contributor on p. 136 


THE BELIEF that local authorities operating their own building 
departments could build more economically than building firms 
was a fallacy, said Mr. F. Ian Robertson, president of the 
N.F.B.T.E., when he spoke at the half-yearly meeting of. the 
Midland F.B.T.E. at Stoke-on-Trent on July 18. In two 
other speeches recently Mr. Robertson warned the Operatives 
of difficulties and unrest ahead if separatist agreements and 
excessive wage demands were sought. p. 143 


A WARNING that the building industry might shortly experience 
the grim effects of the law of diminishing returns unless they 
rapidly solved the current dilemma of high building costs, was 
made by Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, president of the L.M.B.A., 
in his presidential address at the Association’s half-yearly meet- 
ing last week. p. 143 


SOME INTERESTING FIGURES showing the comparative 
cost of traditional and non-traditional houses in Plymouth 
have been given by the chairman of the Plymouth Housing Com- 
mittee. p. 144 
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“THE OTHER HALF” 


PRET WEEN the lines of recent conference reports and the 

architectural publications, a general feeling is per- 
ceptible that all is not well with housing. Economic restric- 
tions are only partly the cause, arbitrary as they are: the 
trouble goes deeper, and may lie in the fact that the average 
of housing is not perhaps meeting human needs as satisfactorily 
as it does the regulations. 


If this is so, even allowing for a ‘‘ common denominator 
and inflexible treatment of widely varying needs, at cut rates 
and in the face of stringencies, the technical means and brains 
are undoubtedly at hand to cope with the situation. The fault 
therefore lies either in our failure to use them or in the ways 
in which we do so. 


Official preoccupation with the panacea “ non-traditional ” 
at least shows willingness to try anything at least once. But 
the phrase applies exclusively to methods and materials, 
while what seems needed rather is non-traditional design in 
the broader sense. 

Discussion thus generally culminates in general agreement 
that a ‘‘ new approach ” to the whole problem is called for— 
but from what standpoint, and along what lines? On these, 
agreement tends to be less general. Much, for instance, 
is heard of “open” or “flexible” planning, and of “ dual- 
purpose ” rooms, but the urge to start with a barn-like open 
plan is offset by the sociologist’s plea for the revival of the 
“‘parlour,”* and both arguments seem cogent. This is 
typical of the uncertainties resulting from guesswork. 

None of the new principles suggested are complete solu- 
tions in themselves, but they warrant close study, for a com- 
mon basis emerges. A quotation from a recent article in 
these pages on a Coventry experiment in house planning, 
which has seemed to many at least a step in the 
right direction, puts a shrewd finger on this: ‘ They 
(the Coventry City Architect and. his deputy) have 
reached the conclusion that the new designs now incorporated 
in Amendment No. 2 to the Housing Manual, 1949, are the 
best solutions for reducing the cost of traditional plan and 
construction methods. ‘They believe, however, that an entirely 
new approach to the design of the small house, based on 
contemporary ways of living, is long overdue.” 

The italics are ours : the point is made by the architects— 
who themselves have driven it home in bricks and mortar— 
which we may be permitted to underline and expand. 

Housing is now at a point beyond which further reductions, 
whether qualitative or quantitative, can barely be effected. 
Governed mainly by considerations of cost and room-area, 
progressive shrinkage has placed certain less measurable but 
important qualities in the balance. Without these, the whole 
conception of the family home becomes meaningless. One 
hesitates to mention ‘“‘ commoditie, firmness and delight,” 
for it is even the utility version of these that is at stake. 

The result too often is mere accretions of preshrunk boxes 
wistfully recalling, in token form, the spaces once containing 
a pattern of living now obsolete. Can these hope to reflect 
the new patterns which have replaced them ? 

In America, where serious thought is also being given to 
the matter in relation to their ‘ * public housing,” these qualities 
have been summarised as “livability.” 

In this country the problem is in many ways analogous 
to the wartime utility schemes, themselves another aspect of 
rationing, and primarily a means of sharing out materials 
in short supply. But opportunity was offered at the same 
time to maintain and even improve standards of design. 

In such things as clothes, furniture and china it was gener- 
ally, if grudgingly, conceded that this on the whole was 
achieved. Austerity is only comparative, and if the schemes 
had a fault it was that they courted invidious comparison 
with their non-utility prototypes by presenting too close 
but superficial a resemblance to them. The mood was, and 
still is, for new approaches rather than synthesis and illusion, 


” 


F 
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There seems an obvious lesson in all this for housing. 
Though similar considerations apply, has not some vital 
element been overlooked in the process of reduction, as if 
dolls’ clothes, furniture and china were offered to full-sized 
humans without reference to “ wearability” or even the 
utility which is the keynote? And is not the parallel in 
housing that lost “‘ livability ” ? 

If so, can it be isolated, studied and recaptured ? 
Obviously it cannot be added as an afterthought. It is an 
elusive quality, to be found sometimes in old houses quite 
lacking in the requirements by which we are now governed : 
and often in modern houses which make no concessions to 
“cosiness”” or nostalgia. It is probably a combination in 
microcosm of the factors which make architecture itself 
a particularly delicate balance of the pure technics and pure 
aesthetics which compose all design. . 

But surely “ livability ’ has some measurable factors, and 
the yardstick is simply the answers to the question ‘What are 
people really like, and how do they really live, to-day ?” 

Here is the difficulty. The private client can be studied 
at first hand and his house tailored to fit. In housing we are 
concerned with an unknown quantity observed only in the 
mass or at second-hand through the medium of the social 
scientist, the welfare worker, the housing manager or com- 
mittee. None of these can yet supply the answers in terms 
of architectural application, but their help is needed in cutting 
our utility coat in housing according to our cloth, so that it 
fits and suits real people. . 

Through building research conceived on the other hand 
in architectural terms we know a great deal about the cloth. 
Not so with the coat and its wearer: the information, if it 
exists at all, is in the files and statistical tables of scientists, 
requiring filtering and translation before we can use it. 

This is the ‘ other half ”’—both of how the world lives 
and of the facts we must find out. It-is this complementary 
research which we suggest as the basis for the new approach, 
on the humanistic lines which all good design requires. 

Integrate and direct the two to one end, and we may go 
far towards allaying the anxieties of those who realise that 
something is wrong with the picture but not, perhaps, that 
half of its background is missing. 


FANTASTIC CLAIMS 


THE conference of the Amalgamated Union of Building 

Trades Workers, just ended at Whitley Bay, has shown 
a sense of irresponsibility on the part of the rank and file of 
delegates which is surprising. ‘The broad hint given by 
Mr. Harry Adams in his presidential address, that some 
sections of the operatives are wearying of their participation 
in the bonusing agreement of 1947, seems to have opened the 
flood gates, and the conference has seen resolutions passed 
in quick succession calling for an increase in hourly rates of 
not less than 6d.; for the insertion of a tea break in the 
working rule agreement ; for an increase to 1d. of the present 
half-penny given under the sliding scale for each three points 
rise in the cost-of-living index; and for a 40-hour week 
(this last being referred to the executive committee.) 
It will be recalled that, in addition, a request for a second 
week’s holiday with pay is at present under consideration 
by the National Joint Council. 

It stands to the credit of the operatives’ leaders that some 
effort has been made to show where such policies will inevit- 
ably lead. As Mr. Adams told delegates, “ building workers 
have very serious responsibilities towards the community.” 
With this we agree; though Mr. Adams was speaking in a 
different context, it applies equally to the series of claims 
above listed which (with the possible exception of that 
relating to the sliding-scale monetary index, where a case 
for reconsideration may lie) are fantastic. Increased wages 
must be linked to-day to greater production as never before ; 
harder work rather than more privileges must be the rule if 
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widespread unemployment is to be avoided. Seeming 
panacea, such as works departments, are no alternative for the 
old-fashioned remedy of a full day’s work for a full day’s pay. 


STEEL CONSTRUCTION 


THE business of the Anglo-American Productivity Teams, 

to quote their own words, was “to study American 
production methods, to report their observations and findings 
and to make recommendations.” ‘The italics are ours. The 
Steel Construction Productivity Team, after what they 
describe as an intensely interesting tour, list many examples of 
differences between American and British methods but 
apparently can think of barely one recommendation for the 
improvement of our productivity here. 

We read in the body of the report (summarised elsewhere 
in this issue) that American Standards for constructional 
mild steel largely correspond to our own. The tours through 
the various shops reveal a number of practices differing from 
our own, but the Team’s opinions as to whether these 
practices could or should be emulated are not stated. To be 
fair to the Team it must be admitted that here and there one 
can infersthat a particular practice—as for example the 
publishing of standard tolerances—might be commendable, 
but the Report studiously avoids putting such opinions into 
words. 

The Team were obviously impressed by the wide variety 
of rolled sections availableto the American designer. They 
cite one outstanding example of a section of the phenomenal 
dimensions of 14 in. by 16 in. by 426 lb. per foot, with a 3 in. 
flange thickness and a 1} in. web thickness. Furthermore, 
many weights of the same overall sized sections are rolled, 
no fewer than 21 versions of the above section being available. 
This is noted as an important factor in the American industry, 
assisting as it does the standardisation of detailing, especially 
in high buildings where the overall sizes of stanchion sections 
can be constant through the full height. Consequently also 
plated sections need rarely be used, with a corresponding 
saving of labour in fabrication. Indeed, all the emphasis in 
the Report is on the saving of labour, America’s most expensive 
commodity, and therein it differs little from other similar 
reports. 

Here then are two most important facts, but the Report is 
content to record them without comment. Could they not 
have risked advising us to what extent we could adopt similar 
methods, despite the obvious differences of background ? 
In the absence of such a lead who is now expected to pursue 
the matter further ? 

The topic of site erection is introduced by the bland 
statement “‘ No major steelwork erection for buildings was in. 
progress at the places visited.”” This rather sounds like 
inadvertently sending out a cricket Test eleven during the 
height of the football season in the country visited. The 
conclusions reached in this sphere are understandably vague 
and tentative in consequence and again devoid of recommenda- 
tion. 

The sections devoted to shop fabrication and labour rela- 
tions, though somewhat outside the scope of this newspaper, 
should prove more fertile. The Team makes some shrewd 
observations which might well be pondered over by the 
appropriate Trade Unions here. 

Finally, the Team do not seem quite clear whether the 
facts they have noted really do account for the marked 
difference in productivity between the two countries. Neither, 
they say, do ‘“‘ mass production or line production, nor 
differences in intelligence, skill or effort ” supply the explana- 
tion and we are left there, completely in the air. Since there 
is virtually an entire absence of serious factual analysis in 
the Report it is perhaps inevitable that the Team is reduced 
in its conclusions to a few vague and pious generalities. A 
visit of three weeks’ duration could hardly be expected to 
produce any other result. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


FESTIVAL SITE SCHEMES 


1 ker £50,000 has been set aside by the 

London County Council for the in- 
terim development of the South Bank site 
during 1952-53. The Council’s aim is to 
recapture and maintain to the full the 
interest and enthusiasm of the public for 
this stretch of London’s riverside. 

Work which began several months ago 
on laying out the site continues. 
Temporary lighting which has _ been 
installed in the area around the Royal 
Festival Hall is to be extended along the 
upstream riverside section and will enable 
the whole riverside walk between the 
Westminster and Waterloo bridges to 
remain open day and night. A scheme of 
lighting has also been prepared for the 
area between the Royal Festival Hall and 
Waterloo Station. Here, gardens and 
various other features will be illuminated. 

Additional car parks are being provided 
near. the concert hall and work is soon to 
begin on a children’s play area near 
Waterloo Bridge and between Belvedere- 
road and the Thameside Restaurant. 


REBUILDING ST. OLAVE’S 


St. Ovave’s, Hart-street, the church 
from whose tower Pepys watched the 
Great Fire of London, was heavily 
damaged by bombs on April 17, 1941, 
but enough of the fabric survived to 
justify rebuilding. Plans prepared by 
Mr. Ernest B. Glanfield, F.R.1I.B.A. 
(Messrs. Riley and Glanfield) have been 
approved and the work is now in hand, 
the Restoration Stone having been laid 
in 1951 by King Haakon of Norway. 
Reproductions of some of the architect’s 
drawings, together with other illustrations, 
are given ina descriptive pamphlet recently 
issued, 

The plans show that the restored church 
will not differ greatly from the fifteenth- 
century building, the new work consisting 
of the rectory and choir vestry at the 
north-west corner and a. memorial porch 
on the south side. The salvaging of 
much stonework will enable several of the 
windows to be reconstructed’ in their 
original masonry. 

The crypt is intact, but will require 
tefurnishing ; its external wall, with a 
small window and the original entrance 
(features of the second, early thirteenth- 
century, church on the site) have been 
exposed and will be retained and made 


§ available for inspection. The 1662 vestry, 


with its panelled walls and plaster ceiling, 
has already been restored and now awaits 
the return of its fourteenth-century oak 
door. 

Several of the church’s most treasured 
fittings are in safe storage and, together 
with a number of memorials, including 
those of Pepys and his wife, will be 
reinstated. Contributions to the rebuild- 
ing tund are invited by the rector, the 
Rev. A. Powell Miller, and may be sent 
to him at 48, Fenchurch-street, E.C.3. 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 

THe annual general meeting of the Insti- 
tute of Builders is fixed for Wednesday, 
July 30, at 2.30 p.m. at 48, Bedford-square, 
Bloomsbury, W.C.1. 


THE BUILDER 


BUILDING IN STONE 


IN view of the proportionately small 
number of houses required in the area of 
the Peak District National Park, the extra 
cost of using local stone could make little 


difference to the nation’s budget, states. 


the annual report of the Sheffield and 
Peak District Branch of the Council for 
the Preservation of Rural England. In 
this connection the report recalls that 
there is a special subsidy of £205 per house 
available for building state-aided houses 
in local stone where necessary to preserve 
the beauty of the landscape. 

The influence of the Peak District 
Stone Committee, the report continues, 
has been felt throughout the district and 
buildings are now being erected in stone 
which otherwise would have been 
erected in less harmonious materials. It 
is not fully realised yet that the cost of 
building in certain gritstones is still an 
economical proposition. For example, 
it is still possible to purchase facing wall 
stones in Halifax stone at 28 s. per super 
yd. Furthermore, such stones do not 
require skilled banker masons nor even 
skilled stone wallers for laying. 


LEEDS SCHOOL 


Mr. FRANK CHIPPINDALE, F.R.I.B.A., 
Dipl.Arch. (Leeds), has been appointed 
Head of the Leeds School of Architecture, 
in succession to Mr. W. A. Eden, M.A. 
(Liverpool), F.R.I.B.A. 


THE ROME SCHOLARSHIP 


Tue FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE of the 
British School at Rome announce the 
award of the Rome Scholarship in Archi- 
tecture for 1952 to Mr. Duncan Ian 
Black, D.A.(Edin.), A.R.I.B.A., the School 
of Architecture, Edinburgh College of 
Art. Mr. Black, who is 30 years of age, 
served for four years in the R.A.F.V.R. 
and completed his architectural course in 
1950. 

The Faculty had pleasure in noting that 
although the number of final contestants 
was small—four—the standard of work 
submitted was of much higher quality 
than that of recent years. An exhibition 
of the competition designs is being held 
at the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
66, Portland-place, London, W.1, until 
July 30 next, between the hours of 
10 am. and 7 p.m. (Saturdays 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m.). 


17, FLEET STREET 


IN view of the need to repair the leaded 
casements, and undertake certain preser- 
vative work which can only be done during 
the fine weather, it is necessary for Prince 
Henry’s Room, 17, Fleet-street, to be 
closed to the public between August 18 
and September 6 next. The present 
building was erected in 1610-11 by 
William Blake, a city vintner, and it 
became a tavern, known for the next 








COMING EVENT 


WEDNESDAY, #ULY 30 

Tue INSTITUTE OF BvuILDERS.—Annual meeting. 
48, Bedford-squar>, W.C.1. 2.30 p.m. 

HUILDING APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINING COUNCIL.— 
Mr. David Eccles, Minister of Works, to address annual 
meeting ef the Council and_ distribute awards to 
apprentices. Institution of Civil Engineers, Great 
Geerge-street, S.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 
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“* What I want to know is—Who’s 
behind all this excessive tea-drinking?”’ 











30 years as the “ Prince’s Arms,” and the 
sign persisted until 1731, although there is 
evidence that the premises were known as 
“The Fountain.” 


EMBANKMENT CARRIAGEWAY 


WESTMINSTER CITY CouNcit has 
authorised its engineer to prepare a 
scheme for the Victoria Embankment 
involving the removal of the tram tracks 
and the provision of two 28 ft. wide 
carriageways, with a 6 ft. central planted 
reservation, and incidental work. The 
Council’s works and traffic committee 
has stated that it cannot yet submit any 
recommendations on estimates. 


PALATIAL ARCHITECTURE 


Few indeed are the architects to-day 
who can ever expect to be commissioned 
to design a palace. Such an opportunity 
exists, however, on the Gold Ceast, 
from where applications are invited from 
architects to design and -supervise the 
erection of a palace in Kumasi, on a con- 
tract of between two to five years at a 
salary of £1,500 to £2,500 a year. Details 
from the Secretary, New Palace Com- 
mittee, Asantehene’s Lands Office, P.O. 
Box 485, Kumasi, Ashanti, Gold Coast. 
Closing date, August 20 next. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs, GARDINER AND ‘THEOBALD, chartered quantity 
surveyors, of 49,Bedford-square, W.C.1, announce that 
Mr. E, pTON-Kemp, A.R.1.C.S. and Mr, J. B. 
CANNELL, A.R.I.C.S,, who have been wich the firm for 
many years. have been taken into partnersh’p as from 
July 1st, 1952, The style and address of the firm 
remain as above, 

Mr. Ropert LeitcH, A.1.A.S,, quantity surveyor, 
informs us that he has now moved into new offices at 
93-94, Chancery-lane, W.C.2. Tel.: Chancery 3550, 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, Fuly 24, 1852 


Tenders.—For a public-house and five 
houses, to be built for Mr. Harrington, at 
Notting Hill. Mr. Mumford, architect. 


Harding £3,470 
Wright ... <0 eee 
Higgs pre © B= 
Corby ose, faa 
Trigg --- £2,895 
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TWO STUDENTS’ EXHIBITIONS 


Work of the Architectural Association and Northern 
Polytechnic Schools 


[From a Correspondent.} 


| bi is a good thing that the policy of our 

architectural schools has not been 
standardised, but this would be even 
more advantageous if more constructive 
comparison were made between the vary- 
ing approaches of training the architect ; 
almost everybody connected with the 
profession has a theory as to how an 
architect should be trained—what to 
include, what to leave out—yet an overall 
conclusion embodying in a_ five-year 
course something of a_ perfection in 
balance of xsthetic and practical training 
would appear to be an illusive thing. All 
the schools try, most of them get different 
final results, which at least proves that 
architecture and the training of architects 
has not become smug and machine made ; 
there is vitality in variety and the span 
and application of architecture to-day can 
admit to that variety. 

Such thoughts were evoked while 
visiting the exhibitions of the Architectural 
Association and the Northern Polytechnic 
Schools of Architecture. Here are two 
schools whose training differs considerably; 
in the first the group system is given full 
rein, in the second the student works 
largely on his own (with, of course, the aid 
of the staff). As the style of work shown in 
the fifth-year studios of the exhibitions is 
so different in the respective schools, it 
would be unfair and certainly unwise to 
make too close a comparison, but it might 
help to trace the efforts shown in each 
year of each school, and then perhaps to 
draw one or two conclusions. 


_ FIRST-YEAR COMPARISONS 


The A.A. starts off with something 
of a rush—a ‘‘ Primitive Hut”? is the first 





subject (to ‘“‘ make the student think for 
himself ”’ !). The results are good, though 
reminiscent of ‘‘ The Outcast of the 
Islands,” and it is doubtful whether 
such a subject really gets down to the 
bones of basic or primitive needs in 
sheltering human beings. Next is a 
modern one-roomed house of the same 
scale, but the results seem to indicate 
that we have gone backwards from the 
primitive in the subject of attractive 
building, although the basic building is 
good and the working drawings accom- 
panying the models are capable. The 
Northern Polytechnic first-year set 
as an equivalent subject a Shrine, 
Medicinal Spring or an Observation Post 
to illustrate to the students the principles 
of roofing and supports. Following this 
other subjects were set embracing the 
theory of circulation and space enclosure. 


In the second year the schools really 
part company, the A.A.  huddling 
into groups over ‘ Vigo”—a _ village 
development sited near Gravesend—im- 
préssive in its scale and the thoroughness 
of the working out of its component parts, 
the .N.P. pursuing its individual teach- 
ing policy with subjects such as a “ Small 
Air Club.” 


The Intermediate year results in more 
impressive buildings from the A.A. A 
Bedford College Hostel and Chichester 
Station show an almost precocious maturity 
for this stage of the training—at least as 
regards the models—but the drawings 
look sparse and uncertain. At the N.P. 
the steady process of development is 
clearly shown; it would appear to be a 
very hard working year, the subjects 








THESIS DESIGN. A British Embassy for Stockholm. Model supplementing a set of 


project and working drawings. 


Awarded the Reilly Medal Prize, 1952. 


By Christopher 


Riley (5th Year, Liverpool School of Architecture). 
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ranging from an Embassy down to 
classical colour research. 

The fourth year (that period of anti- 
climax from the third and hopeful expecta- 
tion of the fifth!) seems to have been a 
predominantly ecclesiastical one at the 
A.A., where a number of churches have 
been designed for Stevenage new town. 
Architecture for religion, or rather perhaps 
modern religious architecture, has not 
clarified itself to any reasonable extent yet. 
The A.A. efforts show promise; some 
are good, some are dull—the simpler the 
expression the more satisfactory the 
result. In one case the church and 
vicarage have been covered with the 
same flat roof; oddly enough the result 
has quality, but it would be more satis- 
factory if it were sited in an urban area. 
The Music Centre in Gloucester-place 
soars—possibly as it should do—that is, 
the model does, but the drawings, present- 
ed in ‘‘ dyelines,” hardly do it justice. 


THE THESIS YEAR 


The equivalent year at the Polytechnic 
has a slightly ‘“ garbled” atmosphere, 
which is possibly due to the large range 
of subjects attempted in the time. 


The thesis year brings out the best in 
both schools : at the A.A. there are some 
firie models of some good schemes, at the 
N.P. some fine drawings of some good 
schemes. I particularly liked the A.A.’s 
“General Hospital at Harlow,” where 
the horizontal and vertical circulation is 
pinned down with commendable logic, 
and the Development of Westwood Hill, 
Sydenham (a Victorian district of much 
charm) where the siting of the flats is 
impressive in relationship to the character- 
istics of the area, which is well wooded 
and undulating. The Oxford Music 
Centre, has, to my mind, too much 
“spread”? ; courtyard planning has its 
attributes, but if overplayed the circula- 
tion becomes disjointed. ** Spread ” 
planning has been more satisfactorily 
applied to the “ Branch Air Terminal,” 
where different sections have different 
functions, so to speak; in short, the 
building can be parted horizontally with- 
out the circulation being affected, and 
the subject has an external, as well as an 
internal, horizontal flow. 

The N.P. has laid more stress upon 
thesis drawings than the A.A., and the 
scheme for the Stand and Clubhouse at 
Goodwood Motor Racing Track exhibits 
impeccable draughtsmanship and a sound 
study of the problem. The scheme of a 
Roman Catholic Church at Welwyn 
shows a constructional maturity, and 
though perhaps the scale of the exterior 
pulls slightly away from the expression of 
the plan, the scheme is_ nevertheless 
impressive in its all-round excellence. 
The Hotel at Bracknell shows a fine 
sensitivity ; modest in scale, it possesses 
architectural quality and the problem of the 
inter-working of the component parts 
has been efficiently solved. 

For the past few years now the A.A. 
Exhibition has brought home the slightly 
dubious fact that this could be the era 
of the architectural model. It is, however, 
doubtful whether the model should gain 
complete ascendancy in architectural train- 
ing. It became clear to me at the A.A. 
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DESIGN FOR FURNITURE SHOWROOM. Perspectives supplementing project 


drawings. 


By George W. Wilkie (3rd Year, Liverpool School of Architecture). 





that much of the time and talent of the 
students had been expended in the 
making of models at the expense of 
drawings, whereas at the Northern Poly- 
technic, models are treated as an adjunct 
to the design drawings—drawings which 
are expected to fully illustrate the scheme. 
There isa danger that architectural models 
may represent an amount of work 
which in the limited period of time given 
to each subject, can tend to overtopple 
the balance of values. To produce a 
capable model, and also a_ capable 
explanatory set of drawings, should be the 
aim. 


DRAUGHTSMANSHIP 


In the matter of draughtsmanship there 
is little to choose between the two schools, 
although the current tendency to produce 
plans, sections and elevations in exactly 
the same style as pictured in the architec- 
tural papers is surely to be deplored ; 
such printed matter is produced merely to 
economise in time and work, and is made 
with an eye to small-scale reproduction. 
It is at present produced in black and 
white, and a large proportion of students 
now produce their drawings in black 
and white—‘‘ Fideliter, feliciter.’ Have 
we to wait until colour reproduction in 
the Press is commonplace before some sort 
of élan comes back into such drawings ? 
It is not reactionary to urge a rebirth of 
imaginative draughtsmanship; to be able 
to picture a building on paper in its 
entirety is an art we should not ignore— 
models are only part of the story. 

_ Coming to the architecture exhibited 
in the exhibitions, it is obvious that 
the A.A., as always, has the courage of 


Its convictions, though perhaps the 
outward expression is not quite so 
diverting as in the recent past. The 


work seems to have been scaled down, 
although there are some near epic group 
efforts. The trouble with group efforts 
is that it takes a critic an unconscionable 
time to master the intricacies of the 


problem, but these examples are impressive 
in their thoroughness. In such large 
group projects the architecture apparently 
has to be standardised (as in the second 
year “ Vigo”’), and the system, while 
lending a certain pristine excellence to 
the whole, takes away any feeling of 
individuality, leaving the feeling that 
such large-scale work is set rather too 
early in the course. In both schools 
construction sometimes runs counter to 
constructional expression (the sad old 
days of functionalism have practically 
disappeared !), such as in the edging 
round of whole elevations with a recon- 
structed stone strip (the strip is sometimes 
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taken up to the top of the building to form 
a bogus parapet !) and then an infilling of 
vertical timber which is nailed on to the 
wall from the parapet to the head of the 
first run of windows. The whole gives 


an illusion of some sort of master box 


frame construction. To be fair to the 
student such things are being done “‘in the 
flesh”’ all over the country to-day, but this 
doesn’t make them any more acceptable. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


Stone is still being used with reckless 
abandon, and to see a pure brick house is 
still something of an event. The use of 
glass walls to office buildings is an elegant 
idea, but one such high office block 
faced north and south, yet there was no 
mention in the report of air-conditioning! 

It is almost platitudinous to say that 
to-day we are faced with tremendous 
problems in architectural education, yet 
many of our pet ideas could be extricated 
from the ruck of near tradition, dusted 
down, cleaned and made fit to merge 
into the contemporary scene, but to 
attempt to grapple in anything like a 
comprehensive way with the march of 
science (i.e. the implications of the 
hydrogen bomb upon architecture) puts 
us very much in the same position as the 
gentlemen alluded to by Groucho Marx 
who “ stuffed spaghetti with bi-carbonate 
of soda, thus causing and curing indiges- 
tion at the same time.” 

In the final analysis we can only work 
on principles in teaching. An inborn 
logic can guide us fairly capably through 
the labyrinth of shifting scientific thought, 
but it is as artists that architects finally 
stand or fall. To impart this wisdom of 
the past and to compare and implement 
this wisdom into the present and the 
future is a task which if achieved can 
bring our architectural schools fully into 
the orbit of contemporary development. 








THESIS DESIGN. Office Building, Walbrook, London. 
By Arthur Aldersey-Williams (5th Year, Liverpool 
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Perspective drawing of 11-storey blocks of maisonettes and flats. 


HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AT LAMBETH 
London County Council’s £2,374,600 Scheme 


A= housing estate estimated to cost 
£2,374,600 is to be developed by the 
London County Council on a 38 acre 
site at Loughborough-road, Lambeth 
(as reported in our last issue). The 
site is level with a number of trees, which 
will be retained where possible. 
Layout.—The north-western end of 
Barrington-road will be diverted to form 
a right-angled junction with Lough- 
borough-road instead of the existing 
““V” junction. Millbrook-road, and a 
short length of Angell-road between 


Barrington-road and Millbrook-road, are 
to be closed. All other existing roads on 
the site remain. 


A park of six-and-a-half 


acres separates the housing development 
from the railway viaduct. Nearly two 
acres adjoining Loughborough Central 
School is to be used for an extension to 
to the School. The corner of St. James- 
crescent and Barrington-road has been 
reserved for homes for old people. Ten 
shops with maisonettes above them, a 
single-storey club room and a_ public 
house have been grouped to form a small 
centre, and an estate workshop is provided. 

In order to provide space for a maximum 
number of houses and maisonettes with 
gardens for the larger families, high 
blocks of small flats and maisonettes are 
proposed for the smaller households. A 





View of a model of the proposed scheme. 
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new type of three-room maisonette has 
been designed for this scheme, and has 
been incorporated in five 11-storey blocks, 

The estate will provide a total of 1,029 
dwellings divided up as follows :—Five 
11-storey blocks of three-room maisonettes 
with some two-room and one-room flats ; 
four 11-storey blocks of two- and three- 
room flats ; one six-storey block of four- 
room maisonettes ; 15 four-storey blocks 
of four-room maisonettes ; eight terraces 
of two-storey houses; two three-storey 
blocks with 10 shops below and 10 
maisonettes above; and one two-storey 
block of one-room flats. Laundries, 
tenants’ stores and garages will also be 
provided. 

The individual maisonette wunits are 
of straightforward design. The accom- 
modation coyers 697 sq. ft. of floor space, 
made up as follows : Lower floor.—Hall 
space, with room for a pram. Dining 
kitchen. (area 100 sq. ft.) with space for 
meals and broom cupboard under stairs 
(access direct from living-room to kitchen 
may be obtained, if required). Living 
room (area 171 sq. ft.) with full width 
private balcony. (There are no over- 
shadowing problems, for the next balcony 
is two storeys away.) 

Upper floor.—Bedroom one (area 120 sq. 
ft.), bedroom two (area 114 sq. ft), 
bathroom, separate w.c., linen cupboard 
off landing. 

The scheme has been prepared by the 
Housing Division of the Architect’s 
Department of the L.C.C. :—Robert H. 
Matthew, Architect to the Council; 
Dr. J. L. Martin, Deputy Architect; 
Whitfield Lewis, Principal Housing Archi- 
tect ; Michael Powell, Assistant Housing 
Architect. Other architects engaged on 
the scheme are as follows: C. A. Lucas, 
C. G. Weald, H. J. Hall, Miss G. M. 
Sarson, E. J. Voisey, S. J. Howard, A. A. 
Baker, C. A. St. John Wilson, P. J. Carter 
and A. H. Colquhoun. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE QUANTITY SURVEYOR’S 
CLAIM TO DIRECT BUILDING 
OPERATIONS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


a have read, with interest, the 
various replies of your correspondents 
to my letter published in The Builder 
of June 20, and should be grateful to 
have the opportunity of answering some 
of the points raised. 

I must first extend my thanks to E. S- 
Dwiar (The Builder, July 4) for his under- 
standing defence of my letter which 
adequately answers the letter of W. Macdonald 
(June 27) and, in part, that of Mr. Tarran in 
the same issue. Mr. Tarran appears to have 
completely overlooked the sixth paragraph 
of my letter where I acknowledge the growth 
of technique in the building trades, and the 
indispensable function of the master builder. 

Mr. West (July 4) does not face the facts 
of the situation. Whilst all quantity surveyors 
deprecate the necessity of combat between 
parties to a building contract the fact is that 
such combat does occur and has to be resolved, 
and the quantity surveyor is the person who 
usually resolves it. The last paragraph of 
his letter is almost too tempting. He says 
“when the quantity surveyor can  pro- 
duce the final account so that the architect 
can issue the final certificate when it is 
due,” etc. I wonder if he has ever 
heard of variation orders, or ever met an 
architect who knew what he wanted at the 
time when the quantities were being prepared ? 
Until you can dispense with the first and create 
the second, it will seldom be possible to pro- 
duce the final account to coincide with the 
completion of the contract. 

I was delighted with the letter from 
“Wigan Bricky ” (July 4) in that it typifies, 
for all to see, the general uncritical acceptance 
of the false position held to-day by the 
architect. One point in his letter requires 
comment. An architect does not “‘ authorise 
variations,” he issues (or should do) variation 
orders, and I believe most quantity surveyors 
would agree that, generally, such variation 
orders represent evidence of lack of foresight 
and decision on the part of the architect. 
Although the remainder of the remarks from 
“Wigan Bricky”’ are rather too naive to 
merit rebuttal, I do appreciate his letter as 
representing the view of the “‘ ordinary man.” 

Mr. Burchell (July 4) argues against him- 
self. To the proposition that “the quantity 
surveyor is the most suitable person to direct 
building operations,” he replies: ‘‘ The 
present system, whereby the architect watches 
the builder and the quantity surveyor impar- 
tially guards both, is good.” In his admission 
that the quantity surveyor is the man who 
knows both sides, I think Mr. Burchell has 
advanced an argument in favour of the quantity 
surveyor directing operations. 

Mr. Allan (July 11) considers that my letter 
can be reduced to the single statement that 


architects and quantity surveyors should 
exchangenames. _I do agree that the quantity 
sur veyor functioning as he now does in 
bu ilding might better be described as a 

‘veyor of works, as giving the layman 
a  betian description of his responsibilities. 


I would like to explain to Mr. Allan that a 
bill of quantities is specifically designed for 
the use of an estimator to enable him to give 
the building owner a precise and accurate 
fore i of his financial responsibility and to 
be the basis of a signed and binding contract. 
It must, for these purposes, be precise and 
accurate in both quantity and description. 
Any other use to which a bill of quantities 
is put—e.g., as a site specification or for site 
or: ae etc.—is extending its purpose to a 
: for which it is not necessarily designed. 


THE BUILDER. 


W. B. Wyatt (July 18) asks for my views 
on four propositions. Although I would be 
quite happy to give my views on these pro- 
positions in detail, I do not consider they 
would contribute to my main thesis. 

Considering broadly the substance of the 
various remarks which have been made 
following my original letter, I cannot help 
but feei that no correspondent has considered 
the facts as they exist. 

A quantity surveyor holding a senior partner- 
ship or an official appointment to-day has 
more co-ordinating responsibility in the 
professional building team than any other 
single member, including the architect. 
Indeed, as I have tried to make clear, the 
architect, to-day, is content to produce the 
sketch designs of a building. As long as he 
can express his artistic temperament he is 
fulfilled. This function, say, is quite 
legitimate and very necessary, but I cannot 
see why it carries with it the right to govern 
the other technicians who perform similar 
indispensable functions, i.e., the structural, 
electrical and heating engineers, the specialist 
designers, etc. 

I appreciate that there must be a leader and 
it is my argument that the person best qualified 
to take on this task is the quantity surveyor 
in that he is the only single person who is 
bound to consider in detail all technical 
aspects of the building and also be completely 
responsible for the financial and legal aspects 
of the contract. Here I am not making 
some revolutionary suggestion but merely 
describing a situation which already exists, 
particularly in public offices, a situation which 
I attempted to analyse in my original letter. 

If the situation is viewed fully and impar- 
tially, the conclusion must be that the execu- 
tive quantity surveyor is so widening his 
responsibilities in response to ever-increasing 
demands on his encyclopedic knowledge 
that he is destined to be the future co-ordinator 
of the professional building team. 

City QuaANTITY SURVEYOR. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I hope you will excuse my further 
intrusion into this correspondence, 
but I cannot resist the temptation of 
points 1, 2, 3 and 4 made by Mr. Wyatt 
in your last issue. I gather from his last 
paragraph that your correspondent does not 
want only “City Quantity Surveyor’s” 
views on this subject but, that he is seeking 
the opinion of, among others, some of those 
“‘who just do the arithmetic,’ and I 
submit the following for consideration : 
(1) The Quantity Surveyor is the 
technical accountant to a building contract. 
Since it is problematical whether the Q.S. 
spends more than 50 per cent of his time 
on this accountancy, such a cognomen is 
questionable ; one might as well call a 
** dairyfarmer ” a ‘‘ milkman.” 

(2) The Architect is responsible for the 
final cost of the works. It seems odd, to 
say the least, that one who takes so little 
part in the actual assessment should be 
deemed to be a suitable person to take the 
responsibility. 

(3) The Q.S. ascertains the final cost. 
This is a rehash of point No. 1. 

(4) The slogan ** Plans before 
quantities,’”’ would solve all our difficulties. 
One might as well say “‘ More coal would 
solve all our national economic troubles.” 
But who gets the coal ? 

I would like to add this rider. We all 
seem to be getting nowhere fast. Let’s 
face up to it, something’s wrong. Our 
system with all its “extra labour” and 
its ‘“‘rough edges and arrises”’ is out- 
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dated. What was good enough for our 

fathers is just not good enough for today, 

and we should discard it for a more 

efficient system on the American pattern. 

They seem to have the economic know- 

how E. S. Dwar. 
17, Ladyfields, Loughton, Essex. 


SHELL CONCRETE AND THE 
ARCHITECT 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The recent symposium on Shell 
Concrete has served to emphasise 
the increasing part played by science in 
building construction, evidence of which 
has been often brought to our notice by 
the Science Committee of the R.I.B.A. 
Need we therefore be apprehensive about 
the outlook for architecture and architec- 
tural practice ? Not unduly, I think. 

Someone has to be responsible for the 
design and planning of buildings, and the 
only person fully qualified by training for 
this task is the architect. He should not 
be expected to be master of all the sciences 
involved in contemporary building: only 
a superman could be that. We have to 
accept the fact that a large amount of 
delegation is inevitable. In medicine and 
surgery the general practitioner often has 
to call in the specialist ; so it is in the case 
of construction. What has to be considered 
is whether the existing system of consulta- 
tion is the best for the purpose. 

What we may well see in the future is 
the establishment of larger architectural 
practices which will justify the inclusion 
of a full-time engineering partner, and I 
can see no reason why such partnerships 
should not last; it is generally those 
between members of the same profession 
which run on the rocks. I do not think, 
however, that we are likely to see architects 
and engineers in partnership with firms 
of building contractors for a long time to 
come. Architects are apparently pro- 
hibited from engaging in such partnerships 
—see Clause 5 (b) and (c) of the R.I.B.A. 
Code of Professional Conduct. 

>. 


DELAY IN OBTAINING 
PLANNING PERMISSION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—My attention has been drawn to 
a letter from Mr. Alan B. Wood in 
your issue of July 11, on the delay in 
obtaining planning permission from the 
London County Council. I would point 
out that, though Mr. Wood’s application 
was for a comparatively minor matter, 
it was one of hundreds received every 
week by the Council and in fairness to all 
applicants had to take its turn. Al- 
though the Town and Country Planning 
General Development Order, 1950, allows 
planning authorities two months to deal 
with applications, the Council makes 
every endeavour to deal with them within 
this time, but in order to safeguard both 
the Council’s and the applicant’s interests 
it is the practice, when the application 
is six weeks old and there is a possibility 
of the statutory two months being exceeded, 
for an extension of time to be requested. 
This was done in the case of Mr. Wood’s 
application, but was a safeguarding meas- 
ure only in that it was in fact dealt with 
within the statutory period and he 
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received his permission within the two 
months allowed by the Order. 

His contention that it should be possible 
to complete the decision on an application 
within a fortnight is quite untenable 
while the Town Planning Act and General 
Development Order remains in its present 
form, as in the majority of cases including 
the one in question the Council is required 
to consult the Metropolitan Borough 
Council concerned and to give not less 
than 14 days’ notice to that Council before 
determining the application. 

The assessment of the development 
charge is not a duty of the London County 
Council but is entirely a matter for the 
Land Board. 

W. G. Fiske, 
Chairman of the L.C.C. 
Town Planning Committee 
County Hall, S.E.1. 


W.D.C.’s ATTITUDE TOWARDS 
PROFESSIONAL ADVISERS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—With reference to the report of the 
Press statement by the War Damage 
Commission (The Builder, July 18), I 
am very gratified to learn that at long last 
the Commission are prepared to give 
prior consideration to war damage repair 
work where the cost is at a lower limit 
than £250. 

I think it is fair to say that for some 
years past the professions have advised 
this, but the Commission have been rather 
slow to take notice of this advice. ‘The 
points that now seem in need of repair 
are :— 

(1) How does one contact the Com- 
mission and arrange a meeting ? 

(2) How long would it take for the 
Commission to agree to a meeting and 
subsequently to reach finality as to the 
*‘ prior approval ” ? 

Past experience suggests that telephon- 
ing the Commission produces no results ; 
that a letter to the Commission will take 
some weeks to be answered ; and the reply 
will be negative anyway. 

It is my very sincere belief that a 
greater overhaul of the Commission’s 
attitude to professional advisers is needed 
than a mere Press statement that they 
will at long last give prior approval to 
war damage repairs of a lower cost than 
£250. 

F, J. Meexins [F.1.A.S., F.1.Arb.] 

20, Balcombe-street, 

St. Marylebone, N.W.1. 


ARCHITECTURAL ADVICE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


oer attention has been drawn to a 
paragraph on page 762 of The Builder 
of May 23, 1952, as follows :— 
“Architectural Advice: At a meeting 
of the Derbyshire Education Committee 
recently, the Planning Committee reported 
that it had considered an offer by the 
Derbyshire Committee of the Notting- 
ham, Derby and Lincoln Architectural 
Society to provide the services of a 
panel of architects to be available for 
consultation on building proposals of 
major architectural significance. The 
services of the panel would be provided 
on a purely voluntary basis subject to 
reimbursement of out-of-pocket expenses 
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incurred in advising on any matter involv- 
ing a journey beyond a radius of 10 miles 
from Derby. 

“The Committee considered that pro- 
fessional advice of this kind would be 
useful in certain instances and, subject 
to review after a period of twelve months, 
had decided to accept the offer. The 
Committee’s action was approved.” 


I would point out that reference to the 
Derbyshire Education Committee is in- 
correct and should read ‘* Derbyshire 
County Council.” As Vice-President 
of the Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln 
Architectural Society I would mention 
that the panel of architects referred to is 
identified solely with the County Planning 
Committee in respect of projects sub- 
mitted to that Committee under the 
Town and Country Planning Act General 
Development Order, and functions on the 
same lines as other panels operating in 
various parts of the country. 

F. H. Crosstey 
(County Architect, Derbyshire). 
County Offices, Derby. 


SCOTTISH BUILDING GLOSSARY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The list given by Mr. Ralph E. 

Bullock in your issue of June 20 

is useful to many, but few of the words 

given are of Scottish origin ; most of them 

deriving from Grecian, French, Italian, 

Latin, Dutch and early English Archi- 
tecture. 

For instance, droved ashlar, droved and 
broached, droved and striped, angles droved 
and boasting ; although I can give their 
separate specifications, they are of Scot- 
tish origin. I call it Random Tooling ; 
it is a method of hewing stone as a pre- 
paration, or as a finishing operation to the 
face of the stone. The chisel is. from 
2 to 4 ins. across, and is called a broad tool, 
a tooler or a drove. It is ground to a fine 
cutting tool, the workrmaan holding it 
with his left hand and striking the head 
with a wooden mallet so as to produce 
indentations or flutings anglewise, to the 
extremity of the stone—to the draught, 
as itis termed. ‘The operation is repeated 
till the whole surface of the stone is worked 
over. 

Astragal, again, is a term wrongly 
misplaced by the Scots for glazing bars, 
for the term is properly applied only to 
the ring separating the capital from the 
column. 

Mullion, munnion, monycale and monial 
all mean the same thing in pointed archi- 
tecture, and although the Scots may make 
use of one, munnion, it is not of Scottish 
origin. True Scottish inventions like 
Giblea Cheque, which Mr. Bullock spells 
as Giblet-Check (used by Scottish masons 
to denote the cutting away of the right- 
angle formed by the front and return 
apertures of a stone door-case, so as to 
make the outer side of the door flush 
with the face of the wall) are very rare, 
as the Scots brought in for their usage 
terms from other quarters. Press, used 
by the Scots for “‘ cupboard,” although 
very appropriate, is a strange term to give 
to an enclosed receptacle with a door. 

W. MacbDona.p. 

16, Chiswick-lane, W.4. 
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CHURCH ROOFING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I note with interest your editori 
comment in connection with th 
above in the last issue of The Builde 
This will no doubt interest many readers 
and a greater interest will centre on th 
articles you propose to publish. 

I wonder if it would be possible at a late 
stage to have these published in extrac 
form? Perhaps many other readers would 
like to avail themselves of this, if it ; 
practicable. 

F. RicHarpson [M.I.C.W,] 

46, Oxford-road, 

Ponders End, Middlesex. 

«*s It is our intention to bring the articles together i 

convenient form when the series is complete.—Ep, 
UNDERPINNING FOUNDATIONS 
To thé Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I read with interest a letter o 
“Underpinning Foundations” j; 
your issue of July 11. 

I take it ‘“‘ Interested ”’ is a building 
contractor, also that he has had a writte 
instruction from the clerk of works o 
behalf of the architect, to carry out these 
said drainage works, in the manne 
stated, below foundation level and adjacent 
to the foundations. 

It is very difficult to judge or criticis« 
in this matter without further informatio: 
but on the face of it, it is certainly noi 
good practice to place these drains sd 
close to the building. However, I should 
advise the contractor to write to the 
architect, pointing out the necessity of 2 
weak mass concrete to support and retai 
the soil under the foundations and asking 
whether or not he wishes this extra wor 
carried out. He will then place the 
responsibility in the correct quarter. 

If the architect gives instructions fo 
this extra work to be carried out, it would 
automatically be measured with thé 
drainage and paid for by the employer 

A. W. OLIvER 
(Clerk of Works). 

31, Beckminster-road, 

Pennfields, Wolverhampton. 


COLOUR ON DOORS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. Bath’s letter in your last 
issue puzzled me. In order to 
conform with the tenets of society I 
perform the horrid ritual of shaving every 
morning, and the infrequency of my visits 
to the barber is due to financial reasons 
and not exhibitionism; I maintain a 
stolid British conservatism in the colour 
of my ties, but I like bright front doors. 

I cannot follow why bright colours 
need clash, and what colours are bright 
anyway? In Suburbia, where I live, 
black or other dark colours, with mould- 
ings or panels picked out in pale cream, 
are considered “ normal” and “ quiet,” 
but pastel shades of green or blue are 
downright heresy. Let us be sure we 
are all speaking the same language! 
I am wondering, because evidently the 
lack of a desire to be exactly like every- 
body else is a sign of mediocrity. 

Mr. Bath’s views on colour in industrial 
psychology should be worth hearing. 

E. T. HUuGHEs. 


Kingsbury, N.W.9. 
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South front of the Music 
Room ;_ the rendering is 
restored and the new porch 
and wing walls added in 
place of the old covered way. 





Wadham new building 


Repairs and Additions, 
HOLYWELL MUSIC ROOM, 


OXFORD 


HENRY G. GODDARD, MA, 
FRIBA, ARCHITECT 





BLOCK PLAN 
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(THE Music Room is historically interesting in that 

it is the oldest building remaining in Europe 
specifically built for the performance of music, 
being opened in 1748. Originally, the fagade was 
of ashlar, the remainder being in random rubble ; 
but, as in the case of so many Oxford buildings of the 
eighteenth century, the freestone used for the ashlar 
face was Headington, the weathering properties of 
which are notoriously bad. When, in the nineteenth 
century, it became badly decayed, funds were not 
available for refacing in stone, and it was rendered. 
At the same time a brick addition containing a stair- 
case to the gallery, also with rendered finish, was 
added to the front, together with a wooden covered 
way leading to the street. 








The plan of the new Music 

Librar) and Practice Rooms 

with the Wadham: squash 
court beyond. 


condition. 


In 1951, the rendered finish was in very bad 
The flat roof over the later addition was 
decayed, and leaked badly ; the cornice was falling 
and the covered way, long an eyesore in Holywell, 
was in a state of collapse. ‘The possibility of restoring 
the front to its original condition was examined, but 
the project had to be dismissed on account of cost : 
nevertheless, it is still hoped that it may eventually 
be carried out. It was, therefore, decided to make 
good the rendering, to paint it with stone-finish 
paint and to repair the defective roof; also to take 
down the covered way and to provide a painted wood 
porch with natural oak doors, in keeping with the 
remainder of the building. 

At the same time, it became necessary to demolish 


Detail of new porch. 
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South front of Music Library, with Wadham College’s new squash court beyond. 
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On the right is the Faculty of Music’s 


existing building. 


various small decrepit buildings on the west side, 
used as practice rooms and a music library, to make 
way for a new building for Wadham College. The 
opportunity was taken to provide rather better accom- 
modation in a new single-storey building on the east 
side of the Music Room, with which, and with No. 33, 
Holywell, the headquarters of the University Faculty 
of Music, it completes a small quadrangle. 


The new building contains four practice rooms of 
varying size, with sound-proof construction, a fairly 
large library and, for the first time in the Music 
Room’s history, proper lavatory accommodation. 
The practice rooms are also available as dressing- 
rooms for those taking part in concerts. 


The building externally is in Burford stone, laid 
as coursed rubble; dressings are in Farmington 
stone. Outer walls have an interior lining of vibrated 
clinker concrete blocks, for good heat insulation. 
The entrance door and large window to the music 
library are in light alloy : the remainder of the rooms 
are top lit through bent glass domes with laylights 
beneath. Ventilation is provided by two extract 
fans discharging through the flat roof, with connect- 
ing dvcts to the various rooms ; sound resistance is 
achieved by the use of double doors to the practice 
rooms, and by lining them with insulating board, 
dissociated as far as possible from the structural 
portions which. are of vibrated clinker concrete 


blocks. Ceilings are lined with acoustic tiles ; floors 
are of cork tiles. To overcome the difficulty, fre- 
quently experienced in buildings of this kind, of 
the transmission of sound through the ventilation 
ducts, the inlets of these ducts in the practice rooms 
have been formed by drilling out the holes in the 
acoustic tiles beneath the ducts. The precautions 
taken have proved satisfactory in minimising sound 
transmission from room to room. The roof covering 
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is of built-in bitumen roofing with macadam finish, 
topped with Derbyshire spar for heat reflection. 
Adjacent to the new building is a new squash 
court for Wadham College, again to take the place 
of one demolished for their new building. 


In view 
of its juxtaposition, made necessary by the restric- 
tions of the site, with the Faculty of Music building, 
the squash court is built in similar stone, but has a 
pitched copper roof laid on wood-wool slabs, a feature 
which also finds place in the new Wadham building. 

Restoration of Music Room Fagade : The general repairs 
were carried out by the Oxford University and Wadham 
College Works’ Departments, sub-contractors being: 


Plastering, E. W. Manners, of Oxford ; joinery (porch and 
oak doors), Benfield and Loxley (Oxford), Ltd., of Oxford ; 


REPAIRS AND ADDITIONS, 
HOLYWELL MUSIC ROOM 


The interior .of the Music 
Library, not yet finished. 


and stone paint, Coatastone, Ltd., London. 

New Building and Squash Court : For this the general 
contractors were Messrs. C. Pether and Sons, Ltd., of 
Burford. Sub-contractors were: Roofing (flat roof), 
D. Anderson and Son, Ltd., London; (copper roof), 
Frederick Braby and Co., Ltd., London; flooring (cork 
floor in music building), birch strip, floor in squash court, 
R. W. Brooke and Co., Ltd., Liverpool ; electrical installa- 
tion, Southern Electricity Board, Oxford Area; sanitary 
fittings, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd., London; doors 
(Multigon flush doors), Jayanbee, Ltd., Uxbridge ; clinker 
concrete blocks (‘‘ Broad-Acheson ”’ blocks), Broad and 
Co., Ltd., London ; cast glzss domes, T. & W. Ide, Ltd., 
London ; light alloy door and window, Luxfer, Ltd., 
London ; ventilating fans, The London Fan and Motor 
Co., Ltd., London ; door furniture, Adrian Stokes, Ltd. ; 
“ Stramit,” Stramit Boards, Ltd. ; plastering, Broome & 
Hill; and acoustic tiles, Merchant Trading Co., Ltd. 
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Perspective of design for Nuffield College of Surgical Sciences: Front to Lincoln's Inn Fields. 


REBUILDING AND EXTENSION, 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS 


ALNER W. HALL, MC, FRIBA (YOUNG & HALL), ARCHITECT FOR EXTENSIONS 
EDWARD MAUFE, RA, FRIBA, CONSULTING ARCHITECT 


ON May 10, 1941, the Royal College suffered very 

severe damage by enemy action, when nearly all 
the buildings facing Portugal-street, on the south front, 
were destroyed, notably Rooms IV and V of the Museum 
and the Lecture Theatre. In addition the roofs over the 
other great Museums, Rooms I, II and III, together with 
many of the valuable exhibits and fittings, were destroyed 
by fire and the floor and ceiling of the Library were so 
affected by the great heat that the old cast-iron beams 
were rendered unsafe. In all some £200,000 worth of 
damage was done. 

Temporary roofs were put over the three surviving 
Museums, the Council Room and the main staircase, 
but at the time the only complete repair which it was 
possible to undertake was the floor and ceiling of the 
Library. This work was carried out successfully as a 
permanent repair ; steel and concrete were used and the 
beautiful coffered ceiling was restored to its original 
condition. 

In 1942 Lord Webb-Johnson, the president, decided 
that steps should be taken to prepare preliminary schemes 
for the rebuilding and extension of the College, and he 
asked Mr. Alner W. Hall, M.C., F.R.I.B.A., of Messrs. 
Young and Hall, to help him prepare these schemes. 
Mr. Hall had worked with Lord Webb-Johnson for 
many years during the rebuilding of the Middlesex 
Hospital. Mr. Hall was formally appointed by the 
Council of the Royal College to act as their architect in 


1945, and received instructions to proceed further with 
more detailed plans. 

The problem was both exciting and interesting, as the 
requirements were very comprehensive, including as they 
did the provision of a Great Hall to accommodate some 
500 to 600 people for lectures, or 400 to 500 for banquets, 
and it was to be planned so that it could be used for all 
other forms of activity in connection with the work of 
the Royal College. In addition to the Great Hall, which 
is to be at ground-floor level, there will be a series of 
large rooms for museums and a number of lecture rooms 
and research laboratories, a full range of administrative 
offices, a new Council room, the President’s room, an 
exhibition hall, and an examiners’ room. 

At a later stage the scheme was extended to include the 
Nuffield College of Surgical Sciences. This building 
was made possible by a gift of £250,000 to the College by 
Lord Nuffield, and will be built to the east of the existing 
College buildings in Lincoln’s Inn Fields and will be 
self-contained, of a residential character, to provide some 
75 bedrooms for post-graduate students and, at different 
levels, flats for the President, the warden, and visiting 
professors. The Nuffield College will be connected at 
basement and ground floor levels with the main building 
and also to the Great Hall, thus bringing it into direct 
touch with the College itself. 

The recreational side of the students’ life in College 
has been amply provided for as, in addition to a series 
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First-floor plan. 


of rooms at first-floor level for the social ammenities such 
as reading, writing, billiards and a common room, there 
will be a squash court in the basement. Dining-rooms 
for both staff and students are provided, with direct 
service from the central kitchens in the basement. ‘These 
kitchens also serve the Great Hall when used as a 
banqueting hall. 


» 


COUNCIL CHAMBER 








Ground-floor plan. 


The scheme has been conceived as a whole, but having 
in mind the difficulties of the times, has been divided 
into four phases, and it is good to know that Phase I 
has been started. This first phase covers a large portion 
of the eastern half of the Portugal-street front and will 
provide the new central boiler house at sub-basement 
level, the Great Hall at ground floor-level, with three 
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floors of museums above. As the Great Hall runs through 
two floors, the first of the museums will be at second- 
floor level. These three museums will be known as the 
Wellcome Museums, and are being built with a gift of 
£100,000 given to the Royal College by the Wellcome 
Trust. 


As part of Phase I there will also be built aconnecting 
bridge at fourth-floor level between the new buildings in 
Portugal-street and the existing College buildings in 
Lincoln’s Inn-fields. In addition to the foregoing, 
Phase I will include the new Council room, part of the 
exhibition hall, a new staircase and three new lifts. 


It is hoped that Phase II and Phase III will follow on 
continuously, but this depends on the general building 
situation and whether the necessary licences and steel 
allocations will be made available. Phase II would 
complete the Nuffield College, and Phase III would com- 
plete the new buildings along Portugal-street and would 
provide the offices, research laboratories, and lecture 
rooms for the Departments of Anatomy and Pathology. 


Phase IV, perhaps the most difficult part of the whole 
scheme will, if completed, consist of the rebuilding of 
two of the existing museums, No. I and No. III. These 
twe great rooms some 40 ft. high are, under present 
conditions, considered wasteful in space, and it is, there- 
fore, proposed to insert in both of them a complete new 
floor at a level which will connect up with both the 


existing College and the new buildings in Portugal-street. ° 


At ground-floor level there will thus be formed two large 
rooms which will become lecture rooms. It is recognised 
that both rooms will be entirely dependent on artificial 
light and ventilation and, therefore, special care will be 
taken to provide the necessary space for the engineering 
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plant and services. Above these rooms on the new floor 
level it is proposed to construct a large top-lighted museum 
with a gallery all round it. ‘This scheme would add nearly 
10,000 sq. ft. of floor space. 


To complete the rebuilding, there will be some further 
work to be done under war damage. This work will be 
done at times convenient to the College authorities and 
will involve the reconstruction of the main staircase, 
its roof and ceiling, the conversion of the present Council 
room into an extension to the library, and a general 
“tidying up” in the basement of the main College. 
The plans and elevations published give a general 
indication of what the Council have in mind, and now that 
the work of Phase I has actually started it is hoped to carry 
on to completion. 


The Council, at an early stage, when Mr. Hall’s 
scheme had progressed sufficiently, asked Mr. Edward 
Maufe, R.A., to act as consulting architect to advise them 
principally on the main elevations and on the design 
of some of the more important rooms, such as the Great 
Hall and the Council Room. Dr. Oscar Faber, C.B.E., 
has been appointed consulting engineer, and Mr. Eric G. 
Lynde is the Council’s quantity surveyor. Mr. A. 
Coman is the clerk of works. 


The general contractors for Phase I are Messrs. 
Humpbreys, Ltd., of Knishtsbridge, and the principal 
specialist sub-contractors, so far selected are: Redpath 
Brown (steelwork) ; Benham and Sons (heating and hot 
water and ventilation) ; Locke and Soares, Ltd. (electrical 
work) ; Hammond and Champness (lifts); J. Martin 
(Brockley), Ltd. (plumbing and drainage) ; and General 
Asphalte Co. (asphalt). The contract figure is 
£429,261. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS : Perspective of design for Great Hall section, to Portugal-street. 
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DAVID E. NYE & PARTNERS, 
ARCHITECTS 





BEDROOM 
No. 2. 








d be building is situated at the entrance to the 
** Glades of Remembrance ” at Brookwood ceme- 
tery, Surrey, and was required to house the caretaker 
and provide enquiry ‘offices in connection with the 
memorial gardens. It is for the London Necropolis 
Co., Ltd. 

Built of lime-washed hollow brick walls and roofs 
of hand-made sand-faced tiles with laced valleys and 
with oak sprockets and window frames, the building 
serves its dual purpose without intruding on the layout 
of the ornamental gardens. Internally the floors have 
been finished with hardwood blocks, the fireplaces 
are of Hopton-wood stone and brick and the walls 
are plastered and distempered. 


FIRST FLOOR PLAN. 


LIVING 


RECEPTION 
OFFICE 





; wis The building contractors were Messrs. R. Holford 

Bs i and Co., of Guildford ; sub-contractors and suppliers 

asszi were : Roofing : John Williams and Co. (Rotherhithe), 

Ltd. ; electrical installation : Requirements Electrical 

GROUND FLOOR PLAN. and Engineering, Ltd. ; ironmongery : Comyn Ching 
and Co. ; and hardwood floors :. the Windsor Flooring 


5: SE AS: “ Company, Ltd. 
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ALTRO 


NON-SLIP 


| R E S i i L E Monumental Mason: S. T. Reeves, Englefield Green 


for maintenance of stone and concrete stairs 


After 70 years the natural stone stairs at the Royal 
Holloway College, Egham, had become so worn that they were 
dangerous. To make them safe the existing treads were cut away 
and 9 in. x 4in. x Zin. round nosed Altro Prestile bedded in. The 
back of the treads and landings were made good with grano in 
which Altro (aluminium oxide) grain was incorporated to increase 


a the resistance to abrasion and to make them non-slip. For further 
Eliminates wear and 


danger of slipping. 
Full range of colours. 


particulars write to me for Bulletin No. 1. 


Ge = 


THE ADAMITE COMPANY LTD., Manfield House, Strand, W.C.2. Tem. Bar 6233/6 
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—the home of all that is best in modern 
building practice. 

The accumulated experience of over 60 
years’ service is at your command. 


MULLEN & LUMSDEN Led 
Contractor 


N2 4/°EAGLE STREET: H/GH HOLBORN: LONDON: WE 
LHANCERY 7422-3-4 








SMALL WORKS DEPT. : SOUTHAMPTON : JOINERY WORKS : 
COPTIC STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 151 ROMSEY ROAD, SHIRLEY GRESHAM WORKS, SOUTH NORWOOD 
MUSEUM 3705 SOUTHAMPTON 73176 | ABDISCOMBE 1264 
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HOUSING MEDALS 
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PRESENTED 


Mr. Macmillan’s Call for ‘““ New and Startling” Methods of 


Construction in 


A WARDS were made by the Minister of 
a Housing and Local Government, Mr. 
Harold Macmillan, on the recommendation 
of the Regional Awards Committees, for the 
best housing schemes submitted for adjudica- 
tion and completed during 1951, at the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 66, 
Portland-place, W.1, on July 16. 

The president of the Institute, Mr. 
HowaRD ROBERTSON, M.C., A.R.A., who 
was in the chair, said that this was the third 
occasion on which these medals had been 
presented. Both the medals and_ the 
diplomas were presented by the Ministry for 
local government, urban and rural housing 
of high quality in design. “I think that 
all architects feel that this is the finest kind 
of incentive. That design should be 
rewarded is something which is very near 
to the architect’s heart whatever he may 
say outside. It is really that which touches 
him,” he declared. 

Referring to the circulars which Mr. Mac- 
millan’s Ministry had sent out with the aim 
of reducing the cost of housing and getting 


more houses, and the setting up of the Bailey. 


Committee on the design of interiors, Mr. 
Robertson said that these were obviously the 
result of the action of somebody who wanted 
to be constructive, and he thought that the 
Minister was definitely showing strong signs 
of being that. His production of housing 


seemed to be mounting to a degree which 
was causing immense satisfaction and even 
some congratulation in the Press, in spite 


of the fact that the mounting figures possibly 
caused “a little dismay in a certain limited 
field.” 

After presenting the medals and diplomas 
to the prize winners, MR. MACMILLAN said: 

“It is a very great pleasure to me to see 
that some of the competitors who have 
worked on behalf of the Ministry have been 
successful, and that the architects associated 
with the new towns have been among the 
successful winners in this prize-giving .. . 
and I am_glad to see Harlow and Crawley, 
for which I have more direct responsibility, 
among the prize-winning schemes. I am 
very glad also to congratulate those rural 
district councils who have been successful 
more than once on their remarkable feat.” 


Material Problems 

Mr. Macmillan continued: “No doubt 
you read that I have to concentrate terribly 
upon the material problems which confront 
us. I have also to make use of every con- 
ceivable device to get the maximum produc- 
tion in terms of houses out of the limited 
supplies at my command. I think that 
history will show that, apart from petty 
partisan points of view, this island . . . has 
achieved a remarkable performance in that 
it has been able, in the immediately post- 
war years, to turn so vigorously to this task 
of rehousing its population. 

* Nevertheless, I am conscious that I have 
to ask you to do things which one would 
not normally wish to do. I have to try to 
get the solution, so far as it is possible, to 
the age-old problem of how to get more 
than a pint out of a pint pot, and it is 
really for this reason that the continual flow 
of circulars, reports and advice comes from 
my Ministry and from my regional officers. 

‘I want to assure you that if I have 
asked. for houses of smaller design I am 
trying to get that additional 10 per cent. 
out of the same materials which, in terms 


House Building 


of the people’s happiness, may mean 20,000 
or 25,000 additional families in homes. I 
am not asking that of you or of the authori- 
ties whom you represent out of a sadistic 
desire to cut the standards of the people 
or place them in rabbit hutches however 
numerous. I believe that your skill and 
the skilled advice which I am able to com- 
mand is able to achieve this material saving, 
all of which we shall put into more pro- 
duction without injury to design and to 
beauty. It is to you and all those of the 
housing committees, districts, counties, the 
1,500 local authorities who are charged with 
this task, the architects who work with them, 
and to all those who are responsible for 
design, that I look to do what seems a diffi- 
cult but, I am sure, not impossible task of 
combining these material needs of the day 
with good design, and something which will 
leave a fine memorial behind us. 


Non-Traditional Construction 


He had travelled a good deal recently and 
had been immensely struck by the interest, 
ingenuity and the keenness displayed in 
breaking away from the older bad work 
and in trying to put in the new form of 
modern building something which would be 
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as graceful and as permanent an addition to 
our artistic assets as the old villages of the 
past. It was, he was certain, possible to 
use non-traditional labour-saving methods of 
house building and by the skilful arrange- 
ment or use of colour and all kinds of 
other methods to make them attractive. 

“ There are going to be a lot of problems 
ahead,” Mr. Macmillan went on. “ We can- 
not disguise that. I shall soon be asking 
you to do some revolutionary and unortho- 
dox things, but I am determined, so long 
as ingenuity, effort and skill can do it, that 
we shall not abandon the task of pressing 
forward with our housing programme. If 
we meet with one difficulty in one direction 
—the difficulty of foreign exchange or 
imports of certain commodities—then some- 
how or other we shall use your skill and 
ingenuity to get round it and overcome it. 
We shall not be defeated so long as human 
effort and skill can command success, and 
I shall look confidently to you to be the 
pioneers in offering no resistance to new 
and startling methods, because we are going 
to do this if it can be done at all. I am 
determined, and I know I shall have your 
support, not to be afraid of any novelty or 
any method which may look to promise 
success, sO long as you can—as I am sure 
you can—achieve the double purpose of 
getting productivity from methods however 
unorthodox and, at the same time, clothe 
them with designs of which we can be 
proud.” 





THE PRIBA’S CANADIAN VISIT 


Exchange of Correspondence 


to June issue of the Journal of the 
R.A.I.C. contains the following curres- 
pondence between Mr. Roxburgh Smith, 
President, Royal Architectural Institute 
of Canada, and Mr. A. Graham Henderson 
who, as President of the R.I.B.A., visited 
Canada for the R.A.I.C. Annual Assembly: 


FROM THE PRESIDENT R.A.1.C. 


My dear Graham Henderson,—In the 
aftermath of an Annual Assembly some 
impressions may admittedly be obscure but 
there is no discernible trace of this element 
while we consider the honour and pleasure 
experienced by our members in greeting your 
genial self, Mrs. Henderson and Secretary 
Spragg. A rare trio of Ambassadors, whose 
trail across Canada is indelibly marked by 
good fellowship and professional appreciation. 

If we may be permitted to say so at this 
close range, we feel that the benefits derived 
from your visit were well and fairly distributed. 

Your expressed desires to meet and see us 
as we are in Canada and to assist in further 
development of our cordial relationships have, 
we are sure Sir, been fulfilled. On our side, 
apart from the other elements indicated, the 
generous “ Press ” which resulted from your 
presence has been of inestimable value to 
the profession in general and this aspect will 
be remembered with due appreciation. 
May we hope that this pleasant incident in 
the course of our relationship is only the 
forerunner of a reciprocal arrangement which 
could have far reaching mutual benefits. 

We are satisfied in thinking that your visit 
to the United States provided added interest 
to the extensive round-up and assisted very 
materially in strengthening our professional 
as well as our human affinities. No doubt 
much more remains to be said and reports 
from both sides of the Atlantic will be awaited 
with interest. 

In the meantime Mr. President, please be 
good enaugh to convey to your Officers and 
Council our very warm greetings, along with 
our assurance that the unanimous approval 


which they gave to your visit was highly 
justified, in the light of the enjoyable and 
excellent results achieved. 

We were all glad to hear of your safe 
arrival home and trust that the physical 
effects of your travels are not too pronounced. 

With kind personal regards and all good 
wishes to yourself, Mrs. Henderson and 
Mr. Spragg. 

Yours sincerely, 
J. RoxsurGH SMITH. 


FROM THE PRESIDENT R.I.B.A. 


Dear Mr. Roxburgh Smith,—Now that we 
have returned from our highly interesting tour 
of Canada and the United States, we should 
like not only on our own behalf, but speaking 
for the Council ‘of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects generally, to say how 
grateful we are to the Royal Architectural 
Institute of Canada for all the hospitality, 
kindness and friendship shown to us during 
our all too hasty tour and particularly for 
making us so welcome at the Annual Assembly 
in Vancouver. We feel that apart from the 
enjoyment which we personally derived, it 
was a really useful thing for the Royal Institute 
of British Architects to have this opportunity 
of the President and Secretary meeting our 
professional friends in Canada personally and 
we hope that you, for your part, feel that it 
was a benefit to the R.A.I.C. and the archi- 
tectural professional in general. 

We should be grateful if you would on the 
next suitable occasion express our sincere 
thanks to the Officers and Council of the 
R.A.I.C., and then we are most grateful for 
your own personal kindness and hospitality 
and for having made such admirable arrange- 
ments for our ~it We could only wish that 
it had been pe ie for us to have spent longer 
with you. 

Mrs. Henderson joins us in kindest regards 
and the best of good wishes to Mrs. Roxburgh 
Smith and yourself. 

Yours very sincerely, 
A. G. HENDERSON, President 
C. D. Sprace, Secretary. 
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BUILDING LICENSING 
Financial Limits for Unlicensed Work 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has issued Circular 59/52 
in which the attention of local authorities 
is drawn to the Control of Building Opera- 
tions (No. 17) Order, 1952 (S.I. 1952 No. 
1202), which prescribes for the next 12 
months the financial limits within which 
building and civil engineering work may be 
done without a licence. 

The effect of the Order (states the Cir- 
cular) is that during the period between 
July 1, 1952, and June 30, 1953, work may 
be done without a licence on any single 
property if its cost, together with the cost 
of any previous work carried out on the 
property without a licence in the period, does 
not exceed £200 or, in the case of certain 
special classes of buildings, known as 
“designated buildings,” £500. Local 
authorities will note that while the allow- 
ance for designated buildings is unchanged, 
the allowance for all other work has been 
increased. 

The definition of designated buildings, 
which may be described as industrial and 
agricultural buildings, is unchanged. The 
term “ industrial buildings ” means, generally 
speaking, factories and workshops. It does 
not include ‘commercial premises, shops, 
banks, offices, warehouses and the like. 
* Agricultural buildings” include all farm 
buildings except the farmhouse and farm 
workers’ cottages. 

Professional Fees 

Ministry of Health Circular 104/48 
(Appendix A) provided for the endorsement 
of building licences to exclude in certain 
circumstances the professional fees of archi- 
tects, surveyors and engineers. The judg- 
ment in the case of Young v. Buckles, which 
was heard.in the Court of Appeal on 
January 15, 1952, has now. made it clear 
that such fees are not “services” within the 
meaning of paragraph (4) of Defence Regula- 
tion 56A. They should therefore be ex- 
cluded in all cases from the value of work 
licensed. 

They should also be excluded from the 
amount of expenses estimated to be incurred 
in carrying out works of improvement under 
Part II of the Housing Act, 1948, and they 
cannot be allowed to rank for grant under 
the Act. Such fees should, however, con- 
tinue to be taken into account in fixing the 
maximum selling price or rental to be speci- 
fied in the condition to be inserted in licences 
for the building of new houses and for the 
conversion of a building into a house or 
houses. 

Paragraph 7 of the “ Notes for the Guid- 
ance of Applicants for Building Licences ” 
needs amendment on account of the decision 
on professional fees, and supplies of an 
amendment slip have been despatched to 
local authorities. They should also ensure 
that Note F., which appears on the back 
of the licence form (C.L. 1138), is deleted 
before the licence is issued. 


Farmhouses 

Circular 14/48 clarified the procedure to 
be followed in respect of licences for work 
costing more than £100 on farmhouses and 
the buildings attached to them. It indicated 
that all applications involving work in excess 
of £100 either on a farmhouse, or on farm 
buildings, or on both, were to be dealt 
with by the Regional Licensing Officer of 
the Ministry of Works, as such applications 
were more closely related to the agricultural 
programme than to housing needs. 


THE BUILDER 


Where an application for a licence to carry 
out improvements, etc., to a farmhouse 
includes, as part of the contract, the pro- 
vision of self-contained living accommoda- 
tion for farm workers, it would be logical 
to charge the provision of the farm workers’ 
accommodation against the local authority’s 
licensing quota, as housing, and the rest of 
the work against the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, as work on a farmhouse. To 
simplify administration, the following pro- 
cedure for such cases has now been agreed 
with the Ministry of Works and the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries) Where the 
cost of the work for the farmer’s own occu- 
pation is the major part of the total cost, 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries will 
accept the,whole job, if licensed, as a charge 
against their investment allocation. Where 
the cost of the work required for providing 
separate self-contained living accommodation 
for farm workers forms the major part of 
the cost, the whole of the work, if licensed, 
should come out of the Jocal authority’s 
quota as work on existing dwellings. 

The issue of licences for new dwellings on 
small holdings will continue to be the respon- 
sibility of local authorities, under the general 
terms of Circular 137/47. 


OBITUARY 


W. NASEBY ADAMS, F.R.1I.B.A. 

We record with regret the death on 
July 16 of Mr. William Naseby Adams, 
F.R.I.B.A., Dip.Arch. (L’pool.), at the 
age of 65. Awarded a Liverpool Archi- 
tectural Society Studentship in, 1906, 
Mr. Adams was educated at the Liverpool 
University School of Architecture. He 
became an Associate of the R.I.B.A. in 
1918 and was elected Fellow in 1941. 
He was a past member of the R.I.B.A. 
Council. Mr. Adams, whose design in 
the Surbiton Hospital competition, 
1933, was placed second, had also assisted 
Messrs. Ashley and Winton Newman on 
pre-war competition work. 


F. L. PEATFIELD, A.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to announce the death of 
Mr. F. L. Peatfield, A.R.I.B.A., aged 28, 
of Chiswick, who fell 45 ft. from the roof 
of a building in Charlotte-street, W., to 
the pavement on July 16, and died in the 
Middlesex Hospital. He had been making 
a survey on the roof. Mr. Peatfield was 
employed by the London County Council. 


T. E. THOMAS, L.R.I.B.A. 

WE regret to announce that Mr. T. E. 
Thomas, L.R.I.B.A., architect to Valley 
(Anglesey) council for 40 years, has 
died at his home at Holyhead. 


A. S. WINDSOR 


We report with regret the death on 
July 9 of Mr. A. S. Windsor, who was 
for many years an engineer with the Blue 
Circle Cement Group. Aged 80, he will 
chiefly be remembered for his pioneer 
work for the cast stone and cast concrete 
products industry. 

He was a former Secretary of the Cast 
Concrete Products Association, National 
Association of Cast Concrete Products 
Manufacturers and British Concrete Fed- 
eration, which in 1942 were amalgamated 
under his secretaryship into the British 
Cast Concrete Federation. He was also 
Secretary of the British Concrete Cor- 
poration, Ltd. 
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DESIGN OF POLICE HOUSES 
Smaller Sizes Rejected 
[From a Correspondent] 


HE suggestions put forward by Mr, 
Macmillan, the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, last November for 
smaller houses designed to secure to the 
public more houses from the same quantity 
of materials, labour and money have not 
been universally approved by the police 
authorities. 

The Home Office, after considering Mr. 
Macmillan’s proposals, decided to provide 
police authorities with specimen drawings 
and technical notes, which might assist 
those who were prepared to adopt a smaller 
design for a standard police house. These 
specimen designs showed floor areas not 
exceeding 900 sq. ft. for houses to be occu- 
pied by sergeants and constables; and not 
exceeding 1,300 sq. ft. for houses for super- 
intendents and inspectors. 

In the case of the Hampshire police 
authority a sub-committee was appointed, 
and eventually decided to retain the present 
standard plans for houses for sergeants and 
constables with a superficial area of approxi- 
mately 1,000 sq. ft. and for inspection 
of a superficial area of 1,300 sq. ft. It was, 
however, agreed that in the future houses 
for superintendents should not exceed 
1,300 sq ft. within the floor area limit. 

The following considerations were respon- 
sible for these decisions : 

1. It would not be practicable to pro- 
vide two living rooms, with a working 
kitchen, three bedrooms and a bathroom, 
as in the present design of sergeants’ and 
constables’ houses, within a superficial area 
of 900 sq. ft. 

2. In Hampshire only 73 more houses 
need to be built to complete the agreed hous- 
ing programme in addition to the 117 houses 
already built or in course of erection. It 
was thought wise, therefore, to maintain 
uniformity of design. 

3. Economies have recently been intro- 
duced in the standard house by the omission 
of coal fires in one sitting-room and one 
bedroom, by a reduction in the height of 
all rooms and the pitch of the roof, and by 
the use of cheaper materials in construction. 
These economies have resulted in a saving 
of approximately £170 per house. 

Since April, 1948, tenders have been 
accepted for various types of police houses 
in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight for a 
total of 119 houses at a cost, including out- 
buildings, site works, etc., of £253,665. 


AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE 


The Year’s Three Best Buildings 


THE ANNUAL AWARDS to the three best 
American buildings of the year were 
announced recently by the American Insti- 
tute of Architects. Its annual honour 
awards were not limited this year to build- 
ings of a particular category, and an unusu- 
ally large number of buildings among those 
it considered were mentioned by the jury. 

New York’s Lever House, headquarters 
for Lever Brothers Company, which was 
illustrated in our issue of May 16, was 
among the three winners. It was designed 
by Messrs. Skidmore, Owings and Merrill. 

Honour awards were also voted to William 
S. Beckett, of Los Angeles, for the design 
of an office building housing Mr. Beckett's 
architectural firm; and to the Seattle firms 
of Young and Richardson and Carleton and 
Detlie for a project at Maple Valley, 
Washington. 
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HOLIDAYS WITH PAY MANAGEMENT 


The Objects and Administration of the National Scheme 
By Our Own Representative 


gee tem for a longer annual paid 
holiday for building trade operatives 
which are at present under discussion by 
the National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry have focused attention on the 
workings of the Building and Civil 
Engineering Holidays Scheme Manage- 
ment Limited (generally known as the 
Management Company), the body en- 
trusted with the administration of the 
present holidays with pay arrangements, 
and various criticisms have been levelled 
at that body charging it with inefficient 
and wasteful administration, and question- 
ing the principles on which it was founded. 

Although the holidays with pay scheme 
has been in operation for nearly ten years, 
some of these criticisms reveal that the 
ideas behind it are not yet thoroughly 
understood throughout the building 
industry. ‘These ideas can be traced back 
to the setting up by the Government in 
1938 of a Holidays With Pay Committee, 
whose recommendations were subsequently 
embodied in the Holidays With Pay Act, 
1938. The committee recommended the 
stamping of employees’ cards as necessary 
to any holidays with pay scheme for 
“industries with intermittent employ- 
ment,” such as the building industry. 
The national scheme for the building and 
civil engineering industries was started 
in February, 1943, and was made obliga- 
tory under wartime regulations; the four 
parties to the agreement were the 
N.F.B.T.E., the N.F.B.T.O., the Federa- 
tion of Civil Engineering Contractors, 
and the Operatives’ Panel of the Civil 
Engineering Contractors Conciliation 
Board ; and the Management Company 
was formed to administer it, under the 
chairman-hip of Sir Frederick W. Leggett, 
K.B.E. The scheme, incidentally, covers 
all workers who are paid recognised rates 
as determined by the National Joint 
Council. 

Thus it can be seen that the prime 
object of the scheme is the provision of 
holidays with pay: in other words, it is 
not a savings movement, a sort of slate 
club, or a type of bonus scheme. These 





points were strongly emphasised by Mr. 
E. J. Chapman, general manager and 
secretary of the Management Company, 
in a special interview with a representative 
of The Builder recently. 

From this it follows that suggestions 
for adding the sum paid out in stamps by 
the employer to the operative’s weekly 
wage, encouraging National Savings and 
scrapping the Management Company, if 
carried into effect would not, whatever 
their merits or otherwise, fulfil the objects 
of the 1938 Act, and help the building 
worker to take a paid holiday. 

In the normal course of events an 
operative receives his holiday money from 
the particular employer for whom he is 
working at the time his holiday falls due ; 
the employer is then refunded the money 
upon application to the Management 
Company. Nevertheless it not infre- 
quently happens, for example, in the case 
of uncmployment, sickness, or employ- 
ment in another industry, that this 
arrangement cannot be worked. In such 
cases there are facilities for the operative 
to claim the holiday money direct from 
the Management Company, the only 
stipulation being that he must present 
his claim in any year between October 31 
and December 31. 

Despite the existence of this ‘arrange- 
ment there is, nevertheless, a small propor- 
tion of “‘ unclaimed credits,”’ which critics 
have estimated to amount to £100,000 a 
year, and which they have said should be 
used for the benefit of the building 
workers themselves and not retained 
by the Management Company. Mr. 
Chapman’s answer to these criticisms is 
that, in the first place, unclaimed credits 
amount at most to a few thousand pounds 
a year and that they will in fact be used 
for the benefit of workers in the building 
industry. He explained that in the case of 
unclaimed money the account is closed 
after six years, and it is then for determin- 
ation how the money should be expended 
in the interests of the general ben: ficiaries. 
There are several ways in which unclaimed 
money could be expended, such as masing 
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up st-mps lost through sickness or the 
provision of a holiday home for building 
trade w-rkers. 


UNCLAIMED MONEY 


How, it may be asked, if the Manage- 
ment Company is conducted efficiently, 
is there any unclaimed money? The 
answer is that numbers of cards are 
received without identification, a circum- 
stance clearly out of the Management 
Company’s control. Here it may be said 
that employers’ guides to the scheme 
have been distributed to every builder in 
the country, and in addition millions of 
employees’ guides have been desp tched 
through the employers and trade unions 
to the operatives. Ignorance of the work- 
ings of the scheme should not therefore 
be a cause of unclaimed payments. 

To critics who regard the scheme as 
cumbrous and expensive to run, Mr. 
Chapman points out that it costs only £1 
to administer for every £100 received and 
paid out, which could hardly be con- 
sidered a high administrative cost. Staff 
employed number 250, but would be 
much higher if the most modern type of 
office machinery and equipment had not 
been installed. A tour of the company’s 
offices at Fulham Brozdway, Walham 
Green, S.W.6, is impressive for the general 
air of efficiency conveyed, and it is clear 
that mechanisation” has been adopted 
wherever practicable. 

Nearly 85,000 employers are registered 
with the scheme, and the number of 
operatives to benefit is well over a million. 
Some 86 million stamps are sold each year 
and 1? million annual holiday cards and 
the same number of public holiday books 
are sent to employees. The present 
annual turnover is nearly £18 million, and 
reimbursement claims paid to employers 
exceed 175,000. 

As already stated, the Management 
Company’s function is purely administra- 
tive. Nevertheless, critics continue to 
level charges at the Management Company 
on what are in reality policy matters. 
Accordingly it seems appropriate to point 
out that the scheme may be varied at any 
time by agreement of all four parties to 
it, and those with a grievance on a matter 
of policy should therefore press their 
claims for revision with the appropriate 
party to that agreement. 





A general view of the Management Company’s premises at Fulham Broadwizy and (right) the room where claims are recorded, 
cheques printed and accounts posted and reconciled. 
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BONUSING MAINTENANCE WORK 
Some Results of an Experiment Carried Out by Smethwick B.C. 


in Collaboration 


By R. H. 


Our contributor, who has recently entered 
into private practice as a_ production 
consultant to the building industry, describes 
a development for which he was responsible 
when Chief Payment by Results Adviser 
at the Ministry of Works. 


* the building labour force in this 
country is engaged on maintenance 
and repair of properties of all types, from 
buildings hundreds of years old to recently 
built temporary houses. This may seem 
to be a very large proportion of building 
skill until one realises that if at some 
particular period in history all the houses 
and buildings required had been built, 
then the whole of the building labour 
force would be engaged on maintenance 
of existing structures. 

The present high cost of maintenance 
and repair is a matter of increasing con- 
cern and, as in other classes of building 
work, the most profitable field for a 
reduction in costs lies in the labour bill. 
This is particularly true of maintenance 
work because, whereas in building con- 
struction the cost of materials is the larger 
part of the total cost, in maintenance work 
the position is reversed, the labour element 
being at least half of the total cost, and in 
some classes of maintenance work this 
proportion is a great deal higher. If a 
reduction in costs is achieved by means of 
an incentive scheme, it will be profitable 
to employer and operative alike. 

Early last year the Ministry of Works 
instituted an inquiry among local authori- 
ties whose directly employed labour was 
engaged on maintenance and repair, to 
find out the extent to which incentive 
schemes were operated. The inquiry 
revealed that a minute proportion of the 
local authority direct labour forces em- 
ployed incentive schemes and these were 
for the most part confined to the painting 
trade. 

The extent to which private builders 
employ incentive schemes on this work 
is not known; although a recent survey 
indicated that about a quarter of the men 
engaged on certain classes of maintenance 
work were bonused, the types of bonus 
schemes employed were not revealed and 
there were indications that many of them 
bore little relation to measured output. 


PROBLEM NOT INTRACTABLE 


The problem has always been looked 
upon as a difficult one and does not appear 
to have been solved in the building indus- 
tries in other countries. In Sweden and 
Holland, for example, where incentive 
schemes for building construction are 
operated on a national basis, the national 
agreements for the building industries 
provide for additions to the plain time 
wage rates for the men engaged on work 
of this nature, to compensate them for 
bonus which they would otherwise have 
an opportunity of earning. Nevertheless, 
it is felt that the problem is not impossible 
of solution, and that it is worth a major 
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effort to achieve this end. It would be 
wrong to over-simplify the position, but 
it is clear that an increase in output of, 
say, 25 per cent. among the upwards of 
400,000 men engaged on building main- 
tenance and repair would provide a large 
contribution to the men required to build 
the extra 100,000 houses per year, which 
is the Government’s aim. I hope to 
show that such an increase in output is 
possible, at least in particular organisa- 
tions. 

The investigation for which I was 
responsible at the Ministry of Works was 
necessarily restricted to local authorities’ 
directly employed labour since our terms 
of reference did not include advice to 
builders on incentive systems, in defer- 
ence to the National Agreement providing 
for the institution of incentive schemes 
in agreement between individual employ- 
ers and their operatives. Nevertheless, the 
lessons learned in these investigations 
should apply to a greater or lesser extent 
to private builders, depending on their 
methods of working, and the class of 
maintenance for which they are responsible. 


THE MAIN FEAR 


It would be as well first of all to review 
the reasons why incentive schemes are 
not more generally applied to maintenance 
work. I believe that the main fear is 
that the cost of measuring the work 
completed and of clerical staff required 
to operate sucha system would far outweigh 
any savings likely to be achieved by the 
operation of the scheme; second, the 
number of operations involved and the 
wide variation in the times taken to per- 
form them, due to varying conditions, and 
the fact that the work involved is often 
unpredictable, would preclude the setting 
up of standards of output whereby any 
increase in output might be measured. 
Another important factor is, of course, the 
travelling and waiting time connected 
with the work. The fact that much of 
the work is carried out by individuals or 
pairs of men is also looked upon as a 
major difficulty in allocating the men’s 
time to form the basis of the bonus 
calculation. 

The experiment which I shall describe 
did much to dispel these fears, and 
showed that in practice many of these 
factors are of much smaller significance 
than had been anticipated. I am indebted 
to the Ministry of Works and the County 
Borough of Smethwick, who collaborated 
in what has become known as_ the 
“* Smethwick Experiment,” for permission 
to quote from a report which has been 
prepared for the guidance of interested 
local authorities. 


A NEW APPROACH 


It was realised that an entirely new 
approach was required if the problem 
was to be solved, and we had many dis- 
cussions with local authorities and builders 
in this and other countries. We also talked 
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with experts in other industries who were 
faced with similar problems, and finally 
some broad principles were evolved on the 
following lines :— 

(a) The most practical basis for incen- 
tive targets is to find out the average time 
taken to perform each of the operations 
carried out in maintenance work prior 
to the introduction of an_ incentive 
scheme. In order to avoid the allocation 
of the men’s time between travelling and 
working time it is necessary that the 
average times should be inclusive of al] 
travelling and waiting time. 

Many builders and local authorities 
keep records which show how long the 
men spend on particular jobs, e.g. the 
orders for repairs are sent to the member 
of the supervisory staff responsible, and 
may or may not have been based on a 
prior inspection, depending on the nature 
of the work. <A job instruction ticket 
is issued to the man or men responsible 
for the work, setting out the nature of the 
work to be done and its location. On 
completion of the job the men responsible 
record the time spent on the job either on 
the job instruction ticket itself or on 
their time sheets. The record usually 
includes all travelling and waiting time 
so that the total hours debited to the 
jobs should normally account for the whole 
of the men’s working hours. 

It will be seen that a systematic analysis 
of this information can provide the average 
labour costs or man hours per unit of 
work. If the operations are carried out 
frequently under broadly comparable con- 
ditions the resulting standards of output 
or costs should be reasonably consistent 
and provide a sound basis for bonus 
targets. 

(6) As it is desirable that the incentive 
in maintenance work, much of which is 
carried out by individual men or pairs 
of men, should be as personal as practic- 
able, and the bonus capable of payment 
as soon as possible after it has been earned, 
the best solution is a compromise between 
the individual and group bonus, which 
will provide a weekly bonus based on 
individual output, payable on account of 
a group bonus, calculated on the output 
of the group as a whole and paid monthly. 


THE SMETHWICK EXPERIMENT 


Following these discussions draft pro- 
posals were prepared and it was felt that 
their practical application should first be 
tested with a particular direct labour 


organisation. We were fortunate in 
establishing contact with the County 
Borough of Smethwick, who have a 


directly employed labour force of about 
150 men, and who collaborated with us in 
evolving an incentive scheme to suit their 
particular organisation. 

Schedules of the operations which were 
carried out during the period 1949-50 
were prepared, in the first place for 
housing maintenance, which represented 
a large proportion of the council’s work, 
the trades being bricklayer and plasterer, 
electrician, plumber, carpenter, fitter and 
painter and glazier, The number of 
operations encountered under these cate- 
gories was surprisingly small, totalling 
261 operations, which compares with 
upwards of 600 items in the Payment by 
Results Memorandum for new works 
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TABLE A. 
SCHEDULES OF OPERATIONS AND BASIC UNITS 
Suggested Method for classifying operations under Trades and Methods of Measurement. 






































A B 
Basic Basic Individual 
Trade Typical Operations Unit Unit Target Bonus Per 
No. Man Hours | Unit (at 3d.- 
Per Unit Per Target 
Hour) 
Basic Unit as a specified job. 
Suitable for :— P 
s. . 
Carpenter : Re-hang front gate No C.1/1 2.5 7} 
Ease door } evan No C.3/5 1.75 5+ 
Ease door (internal No C.3/6 1.25 33 
Plumber : Rewasher = (hot or cold) No E.4/7 .50 14 
Renew tap (hot or cold) No E.4/1 1.00 3 
Repair burst pipe (lead) No E.2/3 3.00 9 
Bricklayer : _— or renew chimney — No A.1/3 3.50 104 
Repair chimney head No A.1/4 8.75 2 2 
Repair gulley dishings No A.3/4 2.75 8} 
Electrician : Renew one-way switch No D.1/1 1.50 44 
Remedy defective plug No D.1/9 2.00 6 
Renew cooker control switch — No D.1/6 3.75 11} 
Basic Unit as a Specified Fob dependent on type of House. 
Chiefly suitable 
for :— 
Painters : Internal decorations Parlour Type A 
Bathroom pa - Per 
House G.1/1 12.00 3.0 
Large Bedroom ee an sa G.1/2 16.00 4 0 
External Painting oe pe 
In pairs ea os se G.4/2 58.00 14 6 
Basic Unit for application to measured quantities. 
Suitable for 
supplementary 
schedules :— 
Carpenter : Repair screen fence oP -| Ft. run | C.2/4 25 .75d. 
Repair floor boards . -| Ft. sup.| C.6/2 25 75d. 
Plasterer : Render and float on wood lathing to walls -| Yd. sup.| B.1/1 -25 75d. 
Render and float on wood lathing to wean Yd. sup.| B.1/2 35 1.05d. 
Setting coat in patent plaster Yd. sup.} B.1/3 .30 9d. 
Bricklayer : Renew tiles to roof. ee Pertile | A.1/9 -50 1.5d. 
Renew bricks as required » brick} A.2/1 50 1.5d. 
Renew now pene slabs .. -| 4, slab] A.4/6 2.0 6d. 
Painter : Ex Decorations. Wash down “twice, 
whiten or distemper ceilings -| Yd. sup.} G.6/1 33 .99d. 
Strip, make and paint two coats gloss 
finish to walls orceilings . -| Yd. sup.} B.6/3 5 1.5d. 
External Painting. Clean out and two coats 
paint on half round gutter and brackets -| Yd. run | G.7/1 25 75d. 
Clean down and paint two coats to soffit ..| Yd. sup.} G.7/2 4 1,.2d. 
Clean down and —_ two coats to » ame 
(external) “ .| Yd. sup.| G.7/6 4 1.2d. 
NOTE.— 


A. Group Bonus is an agreed share (e.g. 75 per cent.) of any saving on the target man hours, » pele monthly. 


B. Basic Unit Bonus is an agreed rate per target hour (e.g. 3d. as above) payable weekly as in 


to the men responsible, on account of group bonus. 


operated under the Essential Work Order 
during the war. (Typical operations en- 
countered at Smethwick are shown in 
Table “A” above.) 

The man hours were extracted from the 
job instruction tickets for work carried 
out during a representative period during 
1949-50. As many examples as practicable 
were recorded for each operation and 
averaged ahout 25 examples per operation, 
although in some of the operations only a 
few cases were encountered in the period 
covered. The average time was calcu- 
lated for each operation and, in the trades 
other than painting, varied from half an 
hour for such operations as rewashering 
taps, up to around 20 hours for some 
bricklaying operations, and averaged four 
hours per operation. In painting work the 
average time per operation was 30 hours. 

While the extreme range in the times 
taken for particular operations was fairly 
wide, the range up or down on the average 
times for about two-thirds of the opera- 
tions was just over 30 per cent. This 
means that if the average time for an 
operation was found to be one hour, the 
variation likely to be encountered, in the 
main due to variation in the work involved 
and the travelling time, might be from 
40 minutes to 1 hour and 20 minutes. 

In the painting trade, the figures 
were more consistent than in other trades, 
and on average the probable range up or 


ividual bonus 


down on the average time was only 10 per 
cent. (A restricted investigation has shown 
that targets for straightforward brick- 
laying in housebuilding average 20 per 
cent. up or down on the average target, 
and actual outputs average 25 per cent. up 
or down on the average level.) 


In the case of work other than housing 
maintenance, it was found that many of 
the operations were common to those in 
housing maintenance, but there were in 
addition a further 56 operations. The 
variations in the time taken for these 
operations was rather wider than in hous- 
ing maintenance and often fell into the 
category which demanded pre- or post- 
measurement of quantities. 


As the operations for which adequate 
statistics were available represented over 
90 per cent. of the examples examined, 
it was felt that the information could 
form a sound basis for an incentive scheme 
of the type adopted. 


The schedules of operations and the 
records of the man hours taken in 1949. 
50 were presented to the men’s represen- 
tatives, and after discussion were agreed 
as the ‘basis of the new incentive scheme. 

The fact that the proposed targets were 
based on the men’s own records of the 
times taken i in the past was of incalculable 
value in negotiating the target levels with 
the men, and has been found to be of 
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equal value in maintaining the smooth 
operation of the scheme. 


PRINCIPLES OF THE SCHEME 


Although the average time that was 
taken to carry out operations of a repetitive 
nature appeared to provide a reliable 
assessment of output over a period or a 
large number of jobs, it was clear that 
the divergence between assumed and 
actual output on particular items might be 
very wide. If the bonus were calculated 
on individual output on particular opera- 
tions the men might either be paid a bonus 
without actually increasing their rate of 
output, or they would have to increase 
their output very considerably before 
being entitled to any bonus at all. Many 
of these variations are outside the men’s 
control, being dependent rather on the 
work content and the conditions under 
which the particular items are carried out 
than on the men’s effort. 

It was felt that the following scheme 
would meet these difficulties, and after 
agreement with the men it was put into 
operation. The principles were as fol- 
lows : 

Bonus is paid in two parts, called the 
*‘ Individual Bonus” and the ‘‘ Group 
Bonus.” 


(a) Individual Bonus.—For each hour 
taken by a tradesman to do a job in the 
past (including travelling and waiting 
time) there is an individual bonus of 3d. 
As an example, if in the past a job took 
on average four hours to do, then the 
individual bonus is four times 3d., or 
1s. The individual bonus is shown on the 
job instruction tickets, and at the end’ of 
each week the bonuses for the jobs 
completed are paid to the men responsible, 
not taking into account at this stage the 
actual time spent upon them. The 
object is therefore for individual men or 
groups of men to complete as many jobs 
per week as possible so that their hourly 
bonus earnings are increased. As an 
example, if instead of taking four hours in 
the past, giving an individual bonus of 
1s., a job is done in three hours, then 
the hourly bonus earnings will be 1s. 
earned during three hours, which equals 
4d. per hour worked. 

On work where mates are normally 
employed an additional bonus is paid, but 
in proportion to the hourly wage rates. 


(b) Group Bonus—Group bonus is 
based on the time saved on the target 
hours for the jobs completed, i.e., the 
time taken in the past, including travelling 
and waiting time. 

At the end of each month the target 
hours for all jobs completed by a group 
or trade are added together. From the 
total is deducted the total actual hours 
worked on all completed jobs. The 
bonus for the group as a whole is three- 
quarters of any saving on the target time, 
calculated on the standard wage rates. 
After deducting the total individual bonus 
paid on account from this sum, the balance 
is distributed to all the men in the group, 
in proportion to the individual bonus 
earnings during the month. Thus, al- 
though the total group bonus is based 
on the output of the group as a whole, 
men who have consistently earned good 
individual bonuses receive a correspond- 
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ingly higher share of the balance for dis- 
tribution at the end of the month. 


CALCULATION OF BONUS 


For this type of scheme the bonus 
schedules should not only show the man- 
hour targets for the calculation of group 
bonus but also the individual bonus based 
on the target man-hours for each operation 
(or unit) at an agreed “‘ basic unit bonus.”’ 
‘The actual amount of the basic unit bonus 
per target hour will be a matter for agree- 
ment with the men depending upon the 
proportion of the total group bonus which 
it is agreed they should receive as indivi- 
dual bonus. If the individual bonus is 
too low, the incentive will naturally be 
diminished, whereas if it is too high there 
will be very little balance of group bonus 
payable at the end of the month for a 
reasonable increase in output. 

Table ‘‘B” below shows that the 
combination of a basic unit bonus of 3d. 
per target hour paid on account of a 
share of 75 per cent. of the savings achieved 
by the group, as adopted at Smethwick, 
yields for an increase in output of 25 per 
cent. a total bonus of 73d. per hour, of 
which about one-half is payable as 
individual bonus. 


INDIVIDUAL BONUS 


The filling in of the individual bonuses 
on the job instruction tickets is largely a 
clerical job, provided it is under the 
supervision of the technical staff, who are 
also responsible for the pre-measurement 
of the work in the relatively small number 
of cases where this is necessary. The 
fact that the men fill in their own individual 
bonus earnings on their time sheets 
means that in many cases the additional 
work involved in transferring the bonus 
earnings to the wage sheets is very small. 
As a result it has been possible to pay the 
individual bonuses with the wages for the 
same week in which the work was com- 
pleted. 

During each week following the pay- 
ment of the individual bonus, the costing 
staff post the labour costs to their various 
classifications in accordance with their 
normal practice, and so are able to check 
bonus payments with the men’s claims 
automatically. 


WORKING OUT OF GROUP BONUS 


The calculation of the group bonus, 
including the distribution of the bonuses 
to the men responsible, is additional to 
normal procedure, but it can be done for 
the whole of the maintenance force during 
the week following the close of a four 
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TABLE C 
EXAMPLES OF INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP BONUS EARNINGS (TRADESMEN) 





INDIVIDUAL BONUS 


GrouP Bonus 





Average 
individual 


A 
Total 


a ree ee | 


Average 
increase in 


Average 
ere 


(B) 


(C) 
BALANCE OF GROUP 


TOTAL Bonus 
earnings per month 





bonus 
paid weekly 


output 
(44 hours) 


bonus for 
month 

(176 hours) 
ee 


Per cent. 


bonus per 


1 | Bonus paid at end of 
month 





hour 
d. 


Pence 
per hour 


Pence 
per hour 





Abell 
Brown 
Child .. 
Donald 


15 211 
25 215 
33 218 
40 3 2 


3t 
3¢ 
4 


4t 


4 
5 


5t 
5¢ 





Average se 
29 














Average 
4d. 


Average 
5d. 

















Individual Bonus (Col. A.) 


£1l 7s. 4d, 





Target hours for month = 
Basic Unit Bonus 


Actual hours on completed jobs = say 4men at 4 x 44 


"The average increase in output for the group in this example is therefore 


Total Group Bonus (Col. C.) = 75 percent. of 205 x 3s, 44d. 


Less: Individual Bonus paid on account (Col. A) 
Balance = Group Bonus for distribution (Col. B) 


Distribution : For every 4d. earned as individual bonus, 


= 909 hours 
3d. 


= 704 hours 


= 205 hours 
205 hours 


704 hours 
= £25 19s. 9d. 
= £11 7s. 4d. 


= £14 12s, 5d. 


= 29 per ce 
= (av. 9d. per hour) 
= (av. 4d. per hour) 
= (av. 5d. per hour) 


a man will get 5d. as balance of group bonus (Col. B). 


In practice the balance of group bonuses would be distributed to the men as a percentage of their individual 
bonus earnings, e.g., in the above example each man would receive at the end of the month :— 


£14 12s, 5d. 


£11 7s. 4d. 


week period, and the bonus paid the 
following week. 

Table ‘“‘C” gives an example of the 
bonus earnings for a group of four trades- 
men which would be worked out as 
shown. 

It will be seen that the scheme does 
not involve the allocation of the men’s 
time to the work on which they are 
engaged, either in computing the individual 
or group bonuses. Hence, no special 
forms are required other than a monthly 
summary of the total hours worked by the 
group, adjusted to take account of time 
spent on uncompleted jobs or non- 
bonused work. 


COST IMPLICATIONS 


Table ‘‘D” demonstrates the bonus 
earnings and labour costs for varying 
levels of output under the Smethwick 
incentive scheme, providing the men 
with 75 per cent. of the savings of the 
group output as bonus with a basic unit 
bonus of 3d. per target hour. 

It will be seen that if output remains 
at the pre-bonus level, there is a small 
increase in labour cost due ¢o the individual 
bonus, but this of course is true of any 
incentive scheme which provides for 
interim payments on account (or in those 


TABLE B 
BASIC UNIT BONUS SCHEME OF 3p. PER HOUR 
WITH A GROUP BONUS BASED ON A 75 PER CENT. SHARE OF SAVING 
1.—EXAMPLES OF Bonus EARNINGS AT VARIOUS LEVELS OF OUTPUT (TRADESMEN) 
Attendant labourers and apprentices will receive equivalent bonuses pro rata to their hourly wage rates. 





Bonus PER Hour 





LEVEL OF OUTPUT 


11 per cent. 


; 15 per cent. 
increase 


increase 


25 per cent. 
increase 


33. per cent. 
increase 





Individual Bonus (paid weekly) .. 


34d. 34d. 33d. 4d. 





Group Bonus Total = ae 
Balance (paid monthly) .. 








74d. 
sta: 


10d. 


34d. 
is 6d. 


43d. 
1d. 











N.B.—The above group bonuses are based on an hourly wage rate of 3s. 44d. per hour. 
based on standard wage rates of the men concerned 


In practice they would be 


= 130 per cent. of his individual ‘bonus earnings for the month. 


cases where incentive targets are lower 
than pre-bonus output), and would only 
occur if the scheme failed as an incentive, 
The scheme pays for itself when output 
has increased by 6 per cent. Thereafter, 
labour costs are reduced substantially, 
the savings for varying increases in output 
being dependent upon the shares payable 
to the men as bonus. It should be 
emphasised that the men’s share of 75 per 
cent. adopted at Smethwick is not an 
integral principle of the scheme, and is a 
matter for agreement with the men to 
suit particular organisations. 


RESULTS OF THE EXPERIMENT 


When the scheme went into full opera- 
tion at Smethwick the value of the 
individual bonus as an incentive was at 
once proved. In the first week output 
increased by an average of 25 per cent. 
over all trades. Over the month the 
increase in output averaged 36 per cent., 
yielding the tradesmen a total of 11d. per 
hour in bonus, of which an average of 4d. 
was paid as individual bonus. (Mates 
earned proportionate bonuses.) The 
scheme covered over 80 per cent. of the 
working hours of the productive workers 
and the percentage would have been much 
higher had it not been for the fact that in 
the first week men were engaged on jobs 
started before the operation of the 
scheme. In the following months the levels 
of output and bonus earnings were more 
than maintained and the scheme covered 
a much higher proportion of the total 
working hours, The increase of output 
over the whole of the working hours in- 
cluding those of the non-bonused men was 
between 25 per cent. and 30 per cent. re- 
sulting in an estimated net saving to the 
Council of between 5 per cent. and 10 per 
cent. of the labour bill. 

The enthusiastic efforts of the Council’s 
efficers concerned with the preparatior 
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TABLE D. 


GROUP (MONTHLY) BONUS OF 75 PER CENT. OF SAVINGS WITH INTERIM INDIVIDUAL 
BONUS OF 3d. PER HOUR (PAID WEEKLY). 


EXAMPLES OF BONUS EARNINGS AND UNIT Costs aT VARIOUS LEVELS OF OUTPUT 





Pre-bonus 
Output 


LEVEL OF OUTPUT 


per cent. 
Increase 


8 15 25 
per cent, per cent, 
Increase Increase 


33.33 50 
per cent, per cent, 
Increase Increase ~ 





3 as vidual Bonus cid , wn 
weekly) .. 3d. 


34d. 33d. 4d. 





2, °. Gr op Bonus (per hour) Total a 


44d. 74d. 10d. 15}d. 





Balance (paid monthly) — 


1d. 33d. 6d. 103d. 





3. Cost st per unit as percentage of pre- 
bonus cost based on wage rate of 
3s, 44d. per hour, plus 25 per cent, 
overheads (i.e. 4s, 24d. per hour) 


105.92 
per cent, 








per cent, 


98.5 94.83 


per cent, 


92.0 
per cent, 


90.0 
per cent. 


86.66 
per cent, 

















EXAMPLE OF WORKING 


Out oF Lasour Costs : 


Cost per unit as percentage of pre-bonus cost based on wage rate of 3s, 4id. per hour, plus overheads of 


95 per cent, (10d, per hour). 
If pre-bonus time for a unit was 1 hour, then labour 


cost per unit was 3s, 44d. + 10d. = 4s, 24d per hour, 


Under the scheme, when output is at pre-bonus level, cost per unit, including 3d. per hour individual bonus 
= 4s, 2id. + 3d. = 4s, 54d., or 106 per cent. of pre-bonus cost. 


If output increases by 33 per cent, then :— 


100 
Wage cost per unit = —— x 3s, 
3 133 


“id. .. 


Total Group rs is 75 per cent, of (3s, 44d, — 2s, 


Overheads are x 10d, 
133 


Total cost per unit .. 


94d. 
Cost is therefore 


—— = 90 per cent, of pre-bonus cost, 


showing 


a net saving of 10 per cent, (5d, per unit), 


and operation of the scheme were a factor 
of the greatest importance to its success. 

It is too early in the experiment to 
assess the additional time necessary to 
operate this scheme, the work involved 
being spread over the supervisory, clerical 
and costing staffs in varying degree. It 
is estimated, however, that when the 
scheme is in full operation the time 
required will be the equivalent of one 
senior member of the supervisory staff, 


part-time, with the help of a clerk for the 
routine day-to-day operation of th- 
scheme, and will also involve the costing 
staff in some work additional to their 
normal routine. In brief, the enthusiastic 
supervision of the scheme by a member 
of the supervisory staff, acting in collabora- 
tion with the clerical and costing staff 
and in close association with the men, 
should successfully operate a scheme for 
between 100/200 men. 


CONCLUSIONS 


The main lessons learned from the 
investigation are as follows :— 

(a) The normal costing arrangements 
of local authorities, and no doubt of many 
private builders, usually provide ample 
detailed information for use as incentive 
targets if the records are analysed and 
collated in a form suitable for the purpose. 
Such an analysis also provides invaluable 
information for use in estimating. Where 
the information is not available a simple 
adaptation of the existing recording 
system should provide this in a few 
months. 

(b) The number of different operations 
involved in routine maintenance work is 
much smaller than was anticipated, num- 
bering between 300 and 400 items for all 
trades. 

(c) As maintenance work is largely 
carried out by individuals or pairs of men 
it is desirable that the incentive should be 
closely related to individual output. 
Owing to the variation in the time taken 
for particular operations it is difficult to 
operate a scheme in which individual 
bonus is directly related to man-hour 
targets, but a scheme has been evolved 
which combines individual and group 
bonuses and has been found in practice 
to have a very high incentive value, 
resulting in increased earnings for the 
men and _ substantial savings to the 
employers. 

(d) The experiment carried out by the 
County Borough of Smethwick has been 
proved to be simple to operate in com- 
parison with the normal type of incentive 
scheme. Incentive schemes of this type 
are already being adopted by other local 
authorities and it is believed that these 
principles would apply with equal effect 
to private builders engaged on routine 
maintenance work. 





LAND TRANSACTIONS 


Appropriations Between Local 
Authorities 


HE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government in a new Circular 55/52 
(dated July 17) refers to paragraph 6 of 
Ministry of Health Circular 129/48 and says 
that he has given further consideration to 
the basis of valuation to be adopted for 
the purpose of the above transactions, 
which have caused difficulties in a number 
of cases since the passing of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947. 

2. One of the main difficulties concerns 
land to which section 82 applies. Section 
82(5) provides as follows :— 

“Where any land to which this section 
applies is compulsorily acquired under 
this or any other Act, in pursuance of 
a notice to treat served on or after the 
appointed day, then, in assessing the com- 
pensation payable in respect of the acqui- 
sition, it shall be assumed— 

(a) That planning permission would be 
granted under Part III of this Act for any 
development by virtue of which the use 
of the land would be made to correspond 
with the use which prevails generally in 
the case of contiguous or adjacent land; 
and 

(b) That no development charge would 
be payable under Part VII of this Act in 
respect of any such development.” 

In general it is considered that the same 


prices should rule where land is transferred 
by agreement, or appropriated, as where 
land is acquired compulsorily; but the 
“compulsory basis” of section 82(5) would 
in some cases be unfair to the vendor be- 
cause the value for prevailing use may not 
reflect the development value for which the 
vendor previously paid. 

3. In such cases the Minister thinks that 
the authorities should negotiate a price 
within certain limits and submit a figure, 
agreed as fair between them, for any neces- 
sary Ministerial approval. The “limits ” 
referred to should, in the Minister’s view, 
be: 

(a) The lower limit should be the price 
at which the land would pass on com- 
pulsory purchase; 

(b) The upper limit would be the price 
at which the land would pass if free from 
the restrictions on development contained 
in the 1947 Planning Act. 

4. This formula will, in the Minister’s view, 
enable a number of difficulties to be fairly 
settled. There are, however, cases where 
even on this basis the vendor authority 
would not be fairly repaid for expenditure 
incurred on the land. Such cases might, for 
instance, be those where substantial sums 
had been paid for existing buildings and 
business disturbance and the land had been 
cleared before transfer; cases where sec- 
tion 53 of the 1947 Act applied to the land 
when purchased by the vendor authority; 
or, again, cases where the vendor authority 
has put in improvements such as roads and 


services which facilitate the further develop- 
ment. In these cases, in the Minister’s view, 
the “upper limit” for negotiations might 
reasonably be the equitable apportionment 
of the original cost of acquisition, plus the 
reasonable cost of improvements on the site. 


5. Somewhat similar difficulties have also 
been encountered in connection with trans- 
actions in land to which neither section 82(5) 
nor section 84(4) applies, and in appro- 
priate cases the Minister would be prepared 
to entertain a transfer on the basis of the 
approach mentioned in paragraph 3 above 
at a figure, agreed as fair between the 
parties, within the limits set out in para- 
graphs 3(a) and 4 except that account must 
be taken of any claim made under Part VI 
in respect of loss of development value. 

6. It is recognised that even these two 
formule will not meet all possible contin- 
gencies, and in particular it is felt that 
they can only apply to land which at the 
time of transfer or appropriation is clear of 
buildings. The valuation of buildings, and 
any other special circumstances, will have to 
be considered on their merits. 

7. This circular (which supersedes para. 
6(b) of M.o.H. Circular 129/48) is written 
mainly in terms of land transactions between 
authorities, but the same principles should, 
it is suggested, be applied with the necessary 
modifications to the adjustment of accounts 
following appropriations. 

8. The District Valuer will consider cases 
to which this Circular applies. 
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ALTERNATIVE MATERIALS FOR BUILDING FITMENTS 
Distributors of Builders’ Supplies Joint Council’s Suggestions for Saving Copper, Zinc and Steel 


A LIST of alternative materials that may 
be used for the manufacture of fit- 
ments for the building industry has been sent 
to Mr. A. E. Marples, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, by Mr. W. S. Shirra, chairman, 
Distributors of Builders’ Supplies Joint 
Council. The list has been prepared with 
the object of effecting economies in the use 
of copper, zinc and steel, and saving dollars. 

In a covering letter, Mr. Shirra explains 
that the D.B.S.J.C. have held separate 
meetings with the leading technical repre- 
sentatives of several industries, including 
plastics, pulp, glass (toughened), aluminium 


and rubber. At each meeting a complete 
review was made of all the principal build- 
ing fitments in regular demand, and from 
this it was found possible to classify certain 
products under the headings of :— 
(a) Items actually in production, and 
(b) Items at present in course of 
development or where mass production is 
possible. 


Arising from this, a chart has been pre- 
pared to consolidate all the information 
gained. It is expected that the information 
given in’ the chart will have the effect, 
through category (a), of focusing attention 


manufacturers and distributors 
upon the alternative materials already 
available. Similarly through category (b) 
attention will be drawn to production pos- 
sibilities, with a view to stimulating demand 
to the point where production will be pos- 
sible upon an economic basis. 


Mr. Shirra adds that, in addition to this 
information, the D.B.S.J.C. will “ continue to 
explore the situation and will give every pos- 
sible assistance to any quarters wishing to 
develop the possiblities.” 


of users, 


The chart referred to is reproduced below 
in full. 


BUILDING TRADE FITMENTS IN AGREED ALTERNATIVES TO TRADITIONAL MATERIALS 


A 


= Covers items of standard production. 


B=At present in development and/or mass production possible. 
Notes: R =Reinforced ; T =Lenses only; U =Fibre offcuts; V=Bitumastic; W =For 
light and specialised use; X = For garagesand specials; Y =Cast; Z=Pure Aluminium. 












































Plastic | Rubber | Alumin-| Pulp Glass Plastic | Rubber | Alumin-| Pulp Glass 
ium ium 
A B A B A B A B A B A B A B A B A B A B 
CLOSET AND WATER. FLOORING. 
Ball floats = wat wl *& Sd z + 4 Chequer plates ne * 
Cisterns, water ese sie ke Floor covering ee * * 
Closet, cones “ * » tiles... A* * 
ma hinges én * Latex cements aie re 4 
ss pulls lk * Stair treads and nosings . fi + * * 
Pe seats “re al * . * Skirtings and covings l* +* 
Cocks and valves ... om * 
Flushing cisterns ... eee awe * iY xix OUTSIDE AND CONSTRUCTION. 
ad » brackets A ¢ * Barbed wire at ~ * 
Flush pipes — ol *k * ae +d Beams - : tr 
Geysers.... a - * * Chain link fencing, posts: 2 
Indicating bolts ol * * and railings es / : * 
Tap washers jo* oa U Columns ... i * 
Coal bunkers : * 
BATH AND LAVATORY. Expanded metal ... 3 * 
Bathroom cabinets ol *& * * Pavement lights A * © 
Basin plugs 1 * * Trusses ; * 
Lavatory basins ... pa onal * Wall ties : * 
» Stands ... on ca * * Paint *€ se * 
»» brackets - ts *” 
Splash backs, amie shelves ELECTRICAL. 
and brackets... | xkix xix Electric conduits ... * 
Towel rails : | * * * Electric wallfittings * * * xix 
» brackets es ol *& oe Lightning conductors * 
Trapped wastes... ae ae * xkix* oe 
Toilet roll holders - iis ode Doors AND FURNITURE. 
Wall tiles pas pen wl ok ok oe Doors ao ol x x 
Door buffers od * 
KircHEN. » checks 2a * * 
Sinks eee *. Vv + springs Re * 
Sink plugs .. al *& * Finger plates ia ol *& * * * 
Draining boards . i* te ote Hat and coat hooks | * |* 
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STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Report of British Productivity Team 


HE Anglo-American Council on Produc- 

tivity has just published the report of 
the British productivity team that visited 
America to study their steel construction 
methods. It was the 53rd team to be sent 
from Britain to the United States. 

The Team’s objective was to study Ameri- 
can factory layouts, methods and techniques, 
working conditions and management in vogue 
in constructional steelwork of three cate- 
gories:— 

Bridgework and Structural Steelwork.— 
Construction and erection of steel bridges, 
steel-framed buildings, etc. Steei Platework. 
—Construction and erection of oil storage 
tanks, pipe lines, heavy pressure vessels, etc. 
Mechanical Handling Plant.—Manufacture 
of industrial conveying equipment of all 
kinds. 

The Report seeks to describe objectively 
and concisely the main differences and simi- 
larities in methods and conditions as 
observed during the various visits. Each of 
the technical chapters is complete in itself 
and concludes with a summary of its points. 


Technical Points 


General Shop Layout and Methods.— 
Basically the shop layouts seen were similar 
to those in Britain, but they were more often 
laid out to facilitate the regular flow of 
materials and had many labour- saving 
arrangements to ensure quick handling. 
These arrangements included the extensive 
use of subsidiary lifting and moving devices, 
fork trucks and mobile tractors. 

In the despatch of finished plant a great 
advantage in America is that much larger 
units can be despatched by rail than is 
practicable by rail or road in Britain—a 
procedure giving considerable economies 
over assembly on site. The Report quotes 
instances of a vessel 5 ft. in diameter by 
185 ft. long and a girder 14 ft. deep by 
178 ft. long (weighing 103 tons) having been 
sent by rail. 

Bridge and Structural Steelwork.—Higher 
rates of output per man are achieved in the 
U.S. An important contribution to this con- 
dition is the extensive use of wide-flanged 
beams. Though the original steel mill on 
which they are produced was of British 
invention, so far there has been relatively 
little production in this country. 

Another reason for greater productivity 
in America is the absence of trade demarca- 
tion and restrictive practices in the shops. 
As an example the Report states that in the 
U.S. a fitter-up is permitted to carry out all 
the trades necessary for assembly, including 
fitting, tack welding, burning, chipping, etc. 
The job is kept moving, thus avoiding waste 
time waiting for the next operation by some 
Other craftsman. It also remarks that U‘S. 
works carry fewer helpers, slingers and the 
like, since movement of materials is taken 
a hand by the production workers them- 
seives. 

Platework.—In platework, as in bridge- 
work and structural steelwork production, 
work on details is carried much further in 
the drawing office, a method which simplifies 
Production later in the workshop. 

Because of the adoption of differing safety 
factors in the welding of joints, British 
works have to use steel plates thicker than 
are otherwise required. It is suggested that 
the British efficiency factor should be 


we sO as to economise in the use of 
Plate. ’ 
Mechanical Handling Plant—Many of the 
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makers of mechanical handling plant in 
America specialise in the production of par- 
ticular types of components which they seli 
to other plant makers, who in turn concen- 
trate on production of other parts. 

The study of mechanical handling is 
included in the curricula of many American 
colleges and universities. : 

Erection of Buildings and Bridges.—Erec- 
tion is speedier in the U.S. There was 
evidence of high regard for safety for the 
workmen on large contracts, though some 
safety methods adopted in Britain are not 
carried out there. 

Contrary to British custom, there is no 
guaranteed week for men working on erec- 
tion sites; nor payment during adverse 
weather. : 


Trade Unions and Labour Relations 


Chapter 8 of the Report contains a survey 
of trade union developments and labour 
relations in the U.S. Their impact on 
American productivity is thus set forth: — 

Behind the individual stand the American 
trade unions, which show themselves to be 
aware of the need for studying management 
methods and assisting in the application at 
factory level. Their single union organisa- 
tion helps to this end, and although this 
form of organisation does not exist in British 
factories much can be done to bring unions 
into closer co-operation at factory level. 

Were they available, union technica] staff 
could then train workshop representatives in 
production management methods, enabling 
them to make a realistic and informed con- 
tribution to discussions at joint production 
committees and the like without in any way 
whittling down their bargaining power in 
wage negotiations. A little has been done 
in this direction, but much more could be 
done and the lead should come from the 
craft unions. 

The interest of the trade unions in pro- 
duction management and in the implications 
of maintaining a rising standard of living 
is an important factor in the vigour and 
resilience of American industry. 

Other points brought out in a summary 
at the end of that chapter are: The measure- 
ment of a fair day’s work by time-and- 
motion study is accepted by the trade unions; 
all wage negotiations are carried through at 
works level; most works visited paid straight 
time-rates; the linking of local unions with 
individual factories gives to the members a 
special interest in the efficiency and pros- 
perity of the factory. 


Flexibility of Labour 


It is remarked that in the industries under 
review, the breakdown of skills and opera- 
tions common in mechanised industries can- 
not be used te any great extent, and efficient 
working must be gained by good layout; 
time-study and the economical and flexible 
use of labour. The implicafions appeared 
to be appreciated; assemblers used welding 
and cutting tools and did small chipping 
and grinding operations necessary in the 
course of assembly; there was not the rigid 
division, reserving for groups of craftsmen 
exclusive rights in the handling of tools, 
which has grown in the past few years in 
some British shops. 

The differences, and similarities, in plant 
and technical methods having been described 
and summarised in the technical sections of 
the Report, its concluding chapter deals 
briefly with the general circumstances and 
atmosphere conducive to the higher produc- 
tivity in American works. 

Abraham Lincoln is quoted on the need 
for some form of encouragement or incentive 
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to induce people to work. Stress is laid on 
the significant contrast between the Ameri- 
can and British attitudes to productivity: the 
former is one of “ vitality and confidence.” 
The Team ends with the inescapable con- 
clusion that, however much we may look at 
or to America, we must, for economic and 
social survival, look at and to ourselves, and 
make the sensible approach to work and 
output. 

Copies of the Report may be obtained 
from the Anglo-American Council on 
Productivity at 21, Tothill - street, London, 
S.W.1, price 3s. post free. 


SITE RECORDS FOR 
BUILDERS 


Programming and Progressing for 
Traditional House Building 
THE Ministry of Works has published 

from time to time booklets on pro- 
gramming and progressing, dealing with 
various types of building and civil engineer- 
ing contracts. “Site Records for Builders 
—Programming and Progressing for Tradi- 
tional House Building,” now published by 
H.M.S.O., price 3s., amplifies the material 
in the previous publications and should be 
of much assistance to architects, builders 
and their supervisory staffs in the drive to 
improve housing production. 

The first part outlines five alternative 
methods of programming and progressing 
from the simplest progress record to a com- 
prehensive programme for the estimation 
and progressing of labour, material and plant 
requirements. One method shows how the 
progress of a contract as a whole can be 
watched by checking the rate of expendi- 
ture against that estimated, and in this way 
form a link between the physical progress 
and the financial records. 

Part 2 deals with the programming of 
the work where heavy mechanical plant is 
employed, and takes an example of the use 
of the mobile crane in the handling of the 
materials on a traditional housing site. A 
comparison is made between the costs on 
two similar sites, on one of which such a 
crane was employed. The comparison shows 
how this technique, which is a _ recent 
development in British building industry, 
can speed the completion of the work and 
at the same time show substantial savings 
in manpower and money. 

Part 3 deals with the operations and units 
of measurement found to be suitable to pro- 
gramming, costing and bonusing of the work, 
all of which are closely related. 

Although the examples given are for hous- 
ing contracts, many of the principles 
described will also apply to other kinds of 
building, and the bodklet should therefore 
be of help to all concerned with production 


in the building and civil engineering 
industries. 
OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Relaxation of Controls on Teak 


As imports of teak are now sufficient to 
meet all U.K. requirements, the Minister of 
Materials has made an Order removing all 
restrictions on its acquisition, supply and use, 
as from July 22. The Order does not re- 
move the necessity of obtaining an import 
licence when importing teak from countries 
outside the sterling area. Copies of the 
Timber (Control) (Amendment) Order, 1952, 
(S.I., 1952, No. 1340), may be obtained from 
the Stationery Office, price 2d. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing Policy 


ON July 15 Mr. Marpces, the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, replying 
to a debate on housing in which a number 
of members raised points of special interest 
to their own constituencies, said that, in 
regard to general policy, the first requisite 
of a good housing policy was to create 
confidence in the building industry and the 
building materials industry. The only way 
to do that was by having an expanding 
rather than a contracting programme. A 
business either went up or down, but very 
rarely remained stationary, and if it was 
expanding more people were attracted to it. 

The first thing which the present Minister 
did to create that confidence which hitherto 
had been missing, was to say to local authori- 
ties: ‘You can build as many houses as 
you have the materials and men to build.” 
In other words, if there were resources in 
any particular area a local authority could 
apply and get further instalments of houses 
which they could build. Previously there 
was a rigid annual allocation for each local 
authority, and if a local authority had 
received the allocation of, say, 100 houses 
for a year and finished them in the first 
10 months, they did not build for the last 
two months. 

Mr. E_wyn Jones (Labour): Is it not a 
fact that during the time of the previous 
Administration there was never an occasion 
when the programme of a local authority 
was held up because it had reached the ceil- 
ing? Was not that the phenomenon of the 
situation right through? 

Mr. MaArRPLEsS said that as there was a 
national ceiling, and when it was translated 
into local authority areas, it must have meant 
that there was a ceiling there as well, for 
the simple reason that the housing figures 
for the last six months showed what could 
be done when the ceiling was lifted. If 
the industry knew that there was a ceiling, 
obviously, they would have no incentive to 
go above it. 

Mr. KEENAN (Labour): Is there not a ceil- 
ing at present? 

Mr. MarRPLES: No, the Minister has said 
there is not a ceiling at all. It is a much 
higher target: a 50 per cent. higher target. 

Mr. KEENAN: It is a ceiling. 

Mr. MARPLEs said it was not; that was 
the interim figure but this was the practice 
for the immediate future. In the last four 
or five years Mr. Bevan had said: ‘“ We 
shall keep the housing programme at 200,000 
a year.” That was a rigid ceiling. If that 
was done they could not get productivity. 

It had been said that a great deal of build- 
ing had been cut down, and that they were 
building houses because they were not build- 
ing factories, or schools, or hospitals. Let 
them look at the housing labour force given 
in the housing return for March 31. The 
labour force at September 30, 1951, was 
207,600 male operatives of 16 and over on 
new housing. On December 31, 1951, the 
figure was 197,300. On March 31, 1952— 
a provisional figure which might be subject 
to slight fluctuation—it was 205,900. So it 
could scarcely be said that labour was leav- 
ing schools and going on to houses. 

It was the small practical things like nails 
and cement which counted in house building. 
If the operatives knew that the materials 
would arrive, productivity would materially 
and immediately increase. What the Gov- 
ernment had done with the materials was to 
concentrate first on increasing production, 
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and there had been a greater increase in 
the output of building materials this last 
four or five months than in any previous 
four or five months since the war. Second, 
they had concentrated on reducing the con- 
sumption of building materials in the non- 
housing sector of the building industry. That 
could be done quite easily by using certain 
methods—saving steel by using reinforcing 
rods instead of heavy structural steel. By 
such means as these the Minister had 
achieved these results. 

It was just as well to remind the House, 
because there was a lot of Party chatter 
into which he did not intend to enter, that 
completions were 20 per cent. more in the 
first quarter this year as against last year 
and that ,was still being carried on. Starts 
were more than 20 per cent. over those in 
the corresponding period last year, and the 
number of houses available for letting was 
more than in the same period last year. 


London Steel Supplies 


On July 15 Mr. R. ApamMs asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would specify the local authority hous- 
ing schemes in the London area which were 
at present held up through lack of steel. 

Mr. MaRPLES said the Minister’s officers 
were doing all they could to keep work 
going on schemes already started, and he 
was not aware of any now held up for the 
reason stated. 


Timber Houses for Purchase 


Mr. SPENCE aSked the Secretary of State 
for Scotland when it was proposed to estab- 
lish a pool of prefabricated timber houses 
for purchase by private individuals. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH said the Secretary 
of State would keep this suggestion in mind; 
but in present circumstances he could hold 
out no hope that additional timber could 
be imported for the purpose. 


Historic Houses 


On July 10 Mr. CoreGaTe asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer what action 
he was proposing to take to implement the 
recommendations of the Gowers Report on 
Historic Houses. 

Mr. Boypb-CAaRPENTER, Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury, said that the Government 
fully appreciated the need for action to pre- 
serve houses of outstanding historic and 
architectural interest. In present circum- 
stances the financial resources which could 
be allocated for this purpose must be very 
limited, but the Government were carefully 
considering how best they could be 
employed. 

After further debate Mr. Colegate said 
that, in view of the vague nature of the 
replies, he would raise the matter later. 


Power Stations Design 


On July 7, during a debate on fuel and 
power, Mr. JoyNson-Hicks, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Fuel and Power, 
said that the British Electricity Authority 
were reconsidering, among other things, the 
designs of their power stations to see 
whether they could be designed to use less 
bricks and steel. 


Free Minimum for Repairs 


On July 16 COLONEL CLARKE asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer why, though 
a man was debarred from exceeding the 
free minimum for repairs to his house by 
employing his personal labour in addition, 
he was also debarred from counting the cost 
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of similar labour as a claim for relief against 
Schedule A tax. 

Mr. Boyb-CaRPENTER Said that the value 
of the personal labour of the building owner 
was not reckoned as part of the cost of 
repairs either for the purpose of a build- 
ing licence or for the purpose of a claim 
for relief against Schedule A tax. 


Loans to Embassies 


On July 17 Dr. BARNETT Stross asked 
the Chancellor how many paintings, draw- 
ings or pieces of sculpture had been loaned 
by the British Museum, the National Gallery 
and the Tate Gallery to British Embassies 
abroad. 

MR. BoyD-CARPENTER Said that since 1935 
six paintings had been lent by the Trustees 
and Director of the National Gallery and 
77 paintings and water colours by the Trus- 
tees and Director of the Tate Gallery to 
British Embassies and Legations abroad. The 
Trustees of the British Museum had no 
power to lend abroad. 


Air Raid Shelters 


On July 17 BRIGADIER TERENCE CLARKE 
asked the Home Secretary if he would 
encourage local authorities to incorporate 
air raid shelters in new buildings; and if 
he would give financial assistance in their 
erection. 

Sir HucGuH Lucas-Toortu said that in Sep- 
tember last local authorities were asked to 
submit proposals for the incorporation of 
air raid shelter in new constructional works, 
on the understanding that Exchequer grant 
would be paid. The Home Secretary would 
like to see a start made in providing shelter 
in this way in selected areas as soon as the 
necessary materials could be made available, 
but it had not so far been possible to 
approve any such schemes owing to the 
shortage of steel for building purposes. 

On July 18, during a debate on Civil 
Defence, SiR DAvip MAXWELL FYyFe, the 
Home Secretary, said that the Home Office 
pamphlets had explained that the danger of 
lingering radio-activity had been greatly 
exaggerated. Except in the area immedi- 
ately below. the burst of a bomb, which 
would be devastated, the probability of 
radio-active contamination, which the 
experts called induced radio-activity, persist- 
ing over an appreciable area for more than a 
short time, was exceedingly remote. The 
immediate radio-active effects of an atom 
burst would create a new problem, but not, 
it was believed, an insoluble one. It was 
not possible, except at prohibitive expense, 
to provide any form of shelter that would 
give full protection in the area immediately 
below the atomic burst, but it was possible, 
at a cost comparable to that of shelters 
in the last war, to provide shelters to give, 
in an area of, say, half or three-quarters of a 
mile from the point of burst, protection 
against all the effects of an atomic bomb, 
which would be comparable to the proiection 
afforded by the shelters in the last war. 


Sand and Gravel Working 


Allocation of land for sand and gravel 
working to maintain supplies at a reasonable 
cost in North-East England over the next 
50 years is the subject of a report of the 
Advisory Committee on Sand and Gravel, 
published on July 21. (H.M.S.O., price 3s.) 
The Committee’s problem has been to make 
the allocations of land for sand and gravel 
working which would cause the least possible 
damage to agriculture and landscape. 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION 


President’s Challenge on Direct Labour 


GPEAKING at the half-yearly meeting of 
the Midland Federation of Building 
Trades Employers at Stoke-on-Trent, on 
July 18, Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, national 
president, said that the belief that local 
authorities operating their own building 
departments could build more economically 
than building firms was a fallacy. He was 
surprised, therefore, that at their meeting at 
Whitley Bay earlier in the week, the Amal- 
gamated Union of Building Trade Workers 
passed a resolution demanding that direct 
labour schemes be made obligatory on local 
authorities. He was a great believer in local 
government and in local authorities being 
left with discretion instead of being directed 
from the centre, and he was confident that 
the majority of them, realising that direct 
labour schemes did not add one brick or 
one Jabourer to the resources of the industry, 
would resent this ridiculous demand. 

“A building firm is organised to take risks, 
whereas the direct labour department is not, 
for local authorities’ ought not to take 
chances with the ratepayers’ money,” Mr. 
Robertson declared. ‘“* Further, the Gird- 
wood Committee on House Building Costs 
reported that overheads—an_ important 
factor in computing building costs—are not 
always fully taken into account in direct 
labour work. Such items as depreciation of 
plant and equipment, insurance, rents, rates, 
professional fees and so on are an essential 
part of the cost and are covered by the 
private builder’s tender. 

“The most that can be saved by employ- 
ing direct labour is the profit of the builder, 
which is more than offset by the efficient 
management which a good and experienced 
builder can bring to bear on his work. 

“The files on direct labour operations 
at the Ministry of Housing and in the 
possession of my federation give strong 
support to Mr. Aneurin Bevan’s view that 
direct labour can be ‘an expensive luxury.’ ” 


Operatives and Agreements 


IN TWO SPEECHES this week Mr. J. Ian 
Robertson, President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
has warned the Operatives of difficulties and 
unrest ahead if separatist agreements and 
excessive wage demands are sought. 

Speaking at the half-yearly meeting of the 
Liverpool Regional Federation of Building 
Trades Employers at Liverpool, on Tuesday, 
July 22, Mr. ROBERTSON, in a reference to 
the A.U.B.T.W.’s resolution calling for a 
6d. increase in hourly rates, said: “The 
building industry employs about a million 
operatives, and the extra 6d. an hour which 
some of the unions are pressing for would, 
if granted, increase the annual cost of 
building by between £50m. and £60m. and 
add over £60 to the price of the average 
three-bedroom house. Building work is 
already expensive enough, and an additional 
£60, coming on top of the cost of meeting 
development charges and higher interest 
rates, might well be the last straw for many 
of the families saving up week by week to 
buy their own homes, and could not fail to 
result in unemployment in the house- 
building industry.” 

On the following day, Mr. R@BERTSON 
told the half-yearly meeting of the North 
Western Federation, at Burnley, that for well 
over a quarter of a century the building 
industry had had no major dispute between 
operatives and employers. That satisfactory 


record, he said, was mainly due to the pre- 
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eminent position of the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry as the 
official body for the negotiation of wages 
and working conditions. 

“The democratic system of negotiation 
and conciliation the Council has evolved 
over the years has worked well,” Mr. 
Robertson continued, “and although there 
may be some who feel that in the difficult 
economic circumstances since the war the 
Council has been more genercus than 
prudent regarding pay increases, it must be 
remembered that the decisions reached have 
been based upon principles agreed to be for 
the general good of the industry as a whole. 

“If the work of the building industry is 
to go on with a minimum of friction and 
with reasonable assurance of fair treatment 
for all it is vital that the authority of the 
Council should continue unchallenged It 
is a great pity, therefore, that the local 
authorities and the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives have seen fit to 
introduce a separatist agreement for build- 
ing work which disregards all the patient 
work and long experience in the field of 
industrial negotiation of the National Joint 
Council. It is bound, in the long run, to 
lead to considerable difficulties and unrest 
for which building employers can accept no 
responsibility.” 

x*» The A.U.B.T.W. Conference is reported on page 145° 


L.M.B.A. 
Dilemma of High Costs 

Se E need for a rapid solution of the 

current dilemma of high building 
costs is a challenge to every single individual 
who earns a livelihood from building,” said 
Mr. D. E. Wooopine Parise, F.1.0.B., 
President of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, in his presidential address at 
the half-yearly meeting of the Association 
last week. He added: 

There are already signs that the industry 
may shortly experience the grim effects of 
the law of diminishing returns, and although 
there exists a potential demand that would 
normally ensure full employment for all sec- 
tions of the building industry for a con- 
siderable period, the present cost of work 
may seriously restrict that demand in the 
near future. It is not solely in connection 
with housing that cost reduction and 
increased industrial productivity are 
required. The present costs of the whole 
range of services offered by the building 
industry, from minor maintenance and 
alteration to major new construction, must 
be substantially abated if the industry’s order 
books are to be kept full and a reasonable 
period of stability assured. 


Complacency the Danger 


Unlike many other industries, the building 
industry is not directly affected by the ever- 
growing competition encountered in the 
world’s export markets, but a very large 
part of the cost of the industry’s services 
to the community at the present time is 
reflected in the price of the nation’s vital 
exports. It is unfortunate that there are so 
many complacent and apathetic folk who are 
confident that increased productivity and 
cost reduction can easily be obtained pro- 
vided some section of the industry other 
than their own is more efficient and 
assiduous or less rapacious and mercenary. 
This bankrupt attitude of mind, that permits 
unlimited self-excuse while being highly 
critical of the work and efforts of others, 
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inevitably engenders an unhappy atmosphere 
of frustration and ill-will, which immeasur- 
ably aggravates the problem. 

The simple fact that the building industry 
is indivisible and can only provide an effi- 
cient and economic service to the public 
when the many sections which comprise the 
whole are fully and amicably integrated, is 
too often overlooked. Until everyone 
engaged in building accepts the basic prin- 
ciple that to satisfy the needs and interests 
of the building owner is of far greater and 
primary importance than to pursue any sec- 
tional claim or demand, there can be little 
chance of any lasting prosperity for the 
industry. 

As master-builders we can only claim to 
be playing our part fully if we direct our 
attention all the time to improving our tech- 
nical skill and administrative and managerial 
methods by regular and critical examination 
and review. It is our traditional réle as 
employers to give responsible and 
enlightened leadership at all levels of the 
industry. We must, therefore, ensure that 
our services are thoroughly efficient and 
economic, so that there is a steady demand 
for our services to enable us to provide 
continuous employment for the many com- 
petent workers of all grades who are 
dependent upon us for their living. 


Visitor from Australia 


Mr. THOMAS W. Morris, F.A.I.B., senior 
vice-president of the Victoria Master 
Builders’ Association of Australia, was the 
guest of honour of the Council at a luncheon 
befere the meeting. He expressed his 
pleasure at being privileged to “sit in” at 
such a function, and conveyed the good 
wishes of the builders of Australia to mem- 
bers of the L.M.B.A. 


New Handbook 


THE L.M.B.A. marks its eightieth birth- 
day with a considerably extended handbook, 
which this year has been reduced in price 
from 15s. to 7s. 6d. This is in response to 
members’ suggestions that the handbook is 
so useful to architects and other professional 
people that they would like to be able to 
order it in substantial numbers. 

The handbook, which, in addition to 

going to members, is sent by the L.M.B.A. 
to Government Departments and Local 
Authorities, gives additional particulars this 
year of the many industrial and professional 
organisations connected with the building 
industry. The Builders’ Memoranda section 
has been revised and brought up to date, 
and the handbook contains a complete set 
of the practice notes issued by the Joint 
Contracts Tribunal, with details of the 
National Dayworks Schedule and Archi- 
tects’ and District Surveyors’ fees. A use- 
ful list of Borough Engineers and Surveyors, 
District Surveyors and Youth Employment 
Officers is also included. 
_ A limited number of copies (price 7s. 6d.) 
is available to non-members of the L.M.B.A. 
on application to the Secretary at 47, 
Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


Demand for More Pay 


A demand for a wage increase of 9d. 
per hour has been submitted to Ireland’s 
Federation of Builders, Contractors and 
Allied Employers by the 20,000 building 
workers in Dublin. The claim is made en 
behalf of the skilled, semi-skied and 
unskilled grades. Se far there have been 
no negotiations on the demand. 
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ACCOMMODATION IN PEOPLE’S 
HOUSES 


Model Shown in Exhibition at 
Maidstone 


Mr. ERNEST MaArRPLES, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, opened, on July 19, the 
People’s House Exhibition at Maidstone. 
The exhibition has been designed to show 
the public and local authorities what 
examples of space-saving People’s Houses 
look like. It includes a six-foot furnished 
model of two houses which were built and 
exhibited at Olympia this year as examples 
of council houses which save 10 per cent. 
in main building materials without reduction 
of room sizes. The object is to build more 
houses and keep down costs and rents. The 
model is constructed so that people will be 
able to see into the fully furnished rooms. 
The exhibition has a special section on build- 
ing by non-traditional methods. 


The exhibition remains open in Roote’s 
showrooms in Mill-street, Maidstone, until 
the evening of July 26, after which it will 
be shown in other centres, including 
Brighton, Cardiff, Cleethorpes and South- 
port, and arrangements are in hand to stage 
the exhibition at Bedford, Cambridge, 
Carlisle, Hull, Ipswich, Leeds, Manchester, 
Newcastle, Nottingham, Peterborough, 
Reading, Southampton and Worcester. 


“* A New Domestic Architecture ” 


Speaking at the opening ceremony, Mr. 
MaARPLES said that in house building to-day 
we had got to face two stern realities—the 
growing competition for materials and high 
costs. Housing must not use more than its 
share of materials and labour. The People’s 
House was the first answer. It saved 10 
per cent. in vital building materials, and 
that 10 per cent. went towards more houses. 
The saving in materials was reflected in the 
cost and, therefore, in the rent, yet there 
was no sacrifice of quality in construction. 
We have proved that high standards of 
housing, good contemporary design and 
pleasing lay-out can go hand in hand with 
lower costs, said Mr. Marples. 
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“There are other ways in which we can 
achieve higher output and put the brake 
on costs,” Mr. Marples continued. ‘“ There 
is much that is untidy and wasteful in the 
way in which we have built houses in the 
past. That is why we are studying house 
interiors. About one-half of the cost of 
building a house goes into completing and 
finishing its interior. The Bailey Com- 
mittee, which was recently set up, is at this 
moment studying the design and production 
methods of everything that goes to make 
up the inside of a house. We eagerly await 
the Committee’s report and hope that it 
will lead us to higher efficiency and perhaps 
to better house interiors as well.” 


In house exteriors new methods had 
already proved themselves, Mr. Marples 
comtinued. About a quarter of a million 
so-called “non-traditional” houses had 
already been built in this country since the 
war. Designs became more attractive year 
by year, while some saved as much as 50 
per cent. of time on the site. 


New Name for “ Non-trads ”? 


“In this country it takes time to get new 
ideas accepted, even when they’ve proved 
themselves. In one respect we have handi- 
capped ourselves with these new houses by 
calling them ‘non-traditional’ houses. 
What a dreadful name! At the Ministry of 
Housing we have been racking our brains 
for something better, something which 
suggests new ways and new methods and 
makes it clear that there is nothing sub- 
standard or temporary about the houses. 
Perhaps ‘New Era’ houses or ‘New 
Method ’ houses would do. 


“If we are to succeed in the housing drive 
we must build the maximum number of 
houses from the available materials, and 
especially from the materials we produce 
ourselves, without having to import them. 
We must put a brake on costs in the 
interests of everybody, and we must get 
greater output by increasing efficiency both 
in producing the shells of the houses and 
the interiors. We must promote a new 
domestic architecture, suited to the realities 
of our time.” 
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“ BUILDING COSTS MUST BE 
CUT” 


Mr. Marples’ Call for More 
Mechanisation 


OPENING People’s Houses at Wakefield, on 
July 21, Mr. ERNEST MaARPLES, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, said that to secure lower 
rents building costs must be cut or subsidies 
raised. But the extreme limit in subsidies 
had been reached and so costs must be 
brought down. 

Therefore, they had to turn to new devices 
—more mechanisation, more factory-made 
components, and, in addition, win the accept- 
ance by all in the industry of a simplified 
standardisation such as was being investi- 
gated by the Bailey Committee. There was no 
danger of builders working themselves out 
of a job, but’there was reason to fear that 
they might price themselves out of work if 
building costs continued to rise. 


NON-TRADITIONAL HOUSING 
Need to Reduce Costs 


FIGURES showing that non-traditional 
methods of house-building are still proving 
to be more expensive than traditional con- 
struction were given in a letter to The Times, 
on July 22, from Mr. H. M. Pattinson, chair- 
man of Plymouth Housing Committee. Mr. 
Pattinson states: 

“Tenders submitted this week for similar 
flats were: non-traditional, approximately 
£1,700; traditional, approximately £1,400. 
Recent tenders for two-bedroomed houses 
were: non-traditional, £1,472; traditional, 
£1,415. In terms of weekly rent the former 
case shows a difference of 5s. 3d. in favour 
of the traditional construction. The 
question arises: Which is the more import- 
ant, speedy output or cost? Are we to slow 
down the whole housing programme by con- 
centrating on traditional construction? Is it 
really beyond the resource and ingenuity of 
the builders of non-traditional homes to use 
their methods of mass production to cut 
prices drastically? On the answers to these 
questions depends largely the solution of our 
housing problem.” 








AMERICAN OFFICERS’ CLUB 


The Use of Contemporary British 
Furniture 


THE TEAK Room of the newly opened 
Officers’ Club at the Headquarters of the 
3rd United States Air Force, stationed at 
South Ruislip, Middlesex, shown here, is 
used by the G.O.C., and for special evening 
parties. The dining end, illustrated here. is 
furnished with Robin Day formed dining 
chairs and Hillestak tables designed by 
Robin Day, A.R.C.A., F.S.1.A., and made 
by S. Hille and Co., Ltd., of Chigwell, Essex. 
The table for twelve, which can be divided 
into two, was especially made by Hille to go 
with the stacking tables. 

Hille’s obtained orders for about nine- 
tenths of the amount spent on the furniture 
in the club, which reflects credit on British 
contemporary design and prices, particularly 
because the Club could have bought any- 
where in the world within the limits of their 
own resources. 
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A.U.B.T.W. 
Bonus Scheme Criticised 


[™ ENTIVE schemes of bonus payments 

were criticised at the annual conference 
of the Amalgamated Union of Building 
Trade Workers at Whitley Bay, Northumber- 
land, on July 16. 

Moving a resolution that there should be 
national control of all incentive schemes, 
Mr. T. W. Urwin (Houghton-le-Spring, Co. 
Durham) said that a typical example of 
variation in schemes in his own district had 
been on a Sunderland Corporation housing 
estate where several contractors were 
employed. The objective set by three con- 
tractors for a similar job was 650 man-hours, 
570 man-hours, and 510 man-hours respec- 
tively. When the matter was taken to the 
regional incentive advisory panel the opera- 
tives were advised to give the scheme a 
month’s trial. The employers’ federation 
then told its members that the figure aimed 
at should be 510 man-hours. 

Mr. A. McKIN Lay (Glasgow), who moved 
an amendment that bonus schemes should be 
abolished, said that the employers were 
introducing systems that the men could not 
understand. “It would take a Philadelphia 
lawyer to work out some of the schemes,” 
he said. 

After several delegates had supported or 
condemned the practice of operating bonus 
schemes, SiR LUKE Fawcett, replying for 
the executive, said that it would be fatal to 
attempt to limit output by abolishing bonus 
schemes. Employment could be safeguarded, 
if necessary, by limiting entry into the 
industry. He did not think it was possible 
to get a uniform scheme of bonus payments 
to apply to the country as a whole. 

‘After examining the economic position 
all round,” he said, “we in the T.U.C.—I 
speak personally—are satisfied that there 
cannot or ought not to be in our own 
interests any slackening in the endeavour to 
maintain ineréased production, and that any 
question of attempting to sabotage or reduce 
production is bound to recoil on us and 
bring unemployment and inflation quicker 
than they may come in other circumstances.” 

The amendment calling for the abolition 
of bonus incentive schemes was carried by 
28 votes to 18 and, as a substantive motion, 
by 36 votes to six. 

Operatives’ Responsibilities 

At the following day’s session of the con- 
ference, MR. HARRY ADAMS, president of the 
Union, referred to unofficial industrial 
action. He said: — 

“ Building workers have very serious re- 

sponsibilities towards the community. I know 
that a very large proportion are meeting their 
responsibilities, but I want to issue a word of 
warning and advice to those who, in my 
opinion, have not been properly seized of 
their responsibilities. 
_ “Very large housing schemes have been 
interfered with. Whatever justification there 
appears to be for taking certain action, it is 
unwise to do it-because we cannot pose as 
wishing to assist our own people and, at the 
same time, not seek every avenue of dealing 
with things that happen on contracts when 
there is machinery that can be used for the 
purpose.” 

Earlier, the conference had passed a reso- 
lution, proposed by York, demanding that 
the hourly wage should be increased by 1d. 
for every three points rise in the cost-of- 
living index figure, instead of one half-penny 
as at present. 

_ Another resolution, which was carried, 
instructed the executive council to oppose all 
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attempts to reintroduce adult trainees into 
the building industry and called for an 
immediate end to the Government training 
scheme for stonemasons. 


Working Hours 


At last Friday’s session of the conference, 
a resolution calling for a 40-hour week was 
referred to the executive council at the re- 
quest of the president, Mr. H. Adams; 
who said that all that could be promised 
for the moment was that the increase of 
hours worked under existing agreements 
would be strenuously resisted. 


BUILDERS’ “BAD TIME ” 
Sheffield Operatives’ Views 


A REPLY to the recent statement on build- 
ing costs by Mr. J. Woffindin, chairman of 
the Sheffield branch of the Federation of 
Master Builders, has been made by Mr. 
H. C. LeaaItT, secretary of the city’s branch 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives. 

Mr. Woffindin had held that builders are 
having a bad time because of high costs 
which could not be passed on to the 
consumer. 

Workers at the union’s branch meeting 
thought that they were being unduly blamed 
in any reference to high building costs. 
Mr. Leggitt added: “Prices of materials 
have risen out of all proportion since before 
the war, but there are other major factors 
governing increased costs which rest with 
the employers. In the building industry 
there is one employer to five operatives, 
which is not economic. Besides this there 
are office staffs which increase costs. 

“ Site organisation could often be planned 
with a greater view to economy, while around 
Sheffield there are local authorities employ- 
ing six to eight firms on-about 60 houses, 
whereas one builder could do the entire 
work.” 

Of the high cost of building repairs the 
statement says: “For repair work the 
operative is paid 3s. 44d. an hour. The 
builder, we understand, charges the customer 
4s. 1d.” 
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LAW REPORT 
Claim for Work Done: Appeal Goes 
Against Builders 


CourRT OF APPEAL. 


BEFORE LorDS JUSTICES SOMERVELL, DEN- 
NING AND ROMER. 


Jennings and Chapman, Ltd., v. Woodman, 
Matthews and Co. 


A JUDGMENT by Judge Clark at Ilford 
County Court for Messrs. Jennings and 
Chapman, Ltd., builders, of New Parade, 
Goodmayes-road, Ilford, for £60 19s. 6d. 
against Messrs. Woodman, Matthews and 
Co., solicitors, of Romford-road, Forest 
Gate, was challenged successfully in the 
Court of Appeal on July 18. 

The court allowed an appeal by Messrs. 
Woodman, Matthews and Co., who had 
agreed to take from Jennings and Chapman 
an under-lease of part of the premises leased 
to them. The claim was for the cost of 
work done by Jennings and Chapman in 
adapting a shop for use as an office. The 
under-lease was not granted because the 
lessor to Jennings and Chapman refused to 
consent. 

Lord Justice Somervell, giving judgment, 
said that Jennings and Chapman held them- 
selves out as being in a position to grant a 
sub-lease and they must be taken to have 
known that their lessor’s consent was 
required. In those circumstances, they 
took the risk of the head landlord refusing 
consent and they could not say that the 
money was due for this work, there having 
been a failure to procure the sub-lease which 
was the basis of the order being given. 

Lords Justices Denning and Romer agreed 
that the appeal succeeded. Judgment was 
entered for Messrs. Woodman, Matthews 
and Co. 


CODE OF PRACTICE 
Sanitary Appliances 


THe Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form Code 
305, “Sanitary Appliances” (price 3s.). It was 
drawn up by a committee convened on 
behalf of the Council by the Institution of 
Municipal Engineers, and is a revised version 
of the draft previously issued for comment. 

The Code deals with the selection and 
installation of sanitary appliances. It does 
not include the supply of water to such 
appliances or the disposal of water after 
use in the appliances. These two allied sub- 
jects are dealt with respectively in Code 310, 
“Water Supply,” and Code 304, “Soil and 
Waste Pipes Above Ground.” 

Comprehensive descriptions are given of 
all commonly used appliances, distinction 
being made between those which are con- 
nected to the soil system and those con- 
nected to the waste system. A large section 
deals with such matters as grouping of 
appliances, ventilation of sanitary compart- 
ments, sound insulation and spports for 
appliances, together with specific recom- 
mendations as to the types, location and 
methods of installation of appliances in 
various kinds of buildings such as houses, 
flats, shops, schools, hospitals, offices, etc. 

A full list of relevant British Standards 
is included, and there are notes on such 
practical aspects of storage, siting, fixing and 
maintenance of sanitary appliances. 

Copies of the Code may be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, 24-28, 
Victoria-street, S.W.1. 


H 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Keats and Shelley Plaques in Abbey 

The committee of the . Keats - Shelley 
Memorial Association and the Dean and 
Chapter of Westminster Abbey have 
approved the design of memorial plaques 
to Keats and Shelley which are to be placed 
over the Shakespeare monument in Poets’ 
Corner. The sculptor is Professor Frank 
Dobson, A.R.A. 


A Swansea Appointment 

Mr. J. A. J. Assinder, lecturer in the build- 
ing department of Wolverhampton and 
Staffordshire Technical College, has been 
appointed head of the building department 
of Swansea Technical College. 


Wallboard Association Meeting 

An autumn general meeting is to be held 
by the Wallboard Importers’, Distributors’ 
and Merchants’ Association of the U.K. at the 
Grand Hotel, Brighton, on October 8. Mem- 
bers can reserve accommodation through 
the Secretary at 3/4, Newgate-street, E.C.1. 


Quantity Surveyors’ Examinations 


The Institute of Quantity Surveyors, 98, 
Gloucester-place, W.1, have published a list 
of those candidates who obtained a pass or 
part pass in the Special Test and Profes- 
sional Examinations held last March. 


U.K. Veneer Imports, 1920-1951 

Statistics expressed as a graph by the 
Timber Development Association show that 
quantities of veneer imports viewed over the 
period 1920 to 1951, increased from 21,545 
cwts. in 1920 to 80,212 cwts. in 1930, to 
332,799 cwts. in 1940 and 846,285 cwts. in 
1951; the latter year is only second to the 
record year (1943) when 892,893 cwts. were 
imported. From comparatively low total 
value of £85,672 in 1920, the values reached 
a record of £6,424,215 in 1951. 


Technical College’s 21st Anniversary 


In connection with the coming-of-age cele- 
brations of the South Devon Technical 
College, Torquay, held during the first week 
in July, special exhibition of students’ work 
attracted a number of visitors. 

Apart from demonstration classes in prac- 
tical carpentry and joinery, visitors were 
able to see exhibits on building and craft 
science; building construction, planning and 
design; and crafts and technology. 


List of Practising Architects 

The British Data Service, 22, Montalt- 
road, Woodford Green, Essex, have issued 
the 1952 edition of their selective list of 
practising architects. As hitherto, the list 
will be kept up-to-date for the next 12 
months by monthly amendment sheets. The 
price of the year’s subscription has been 
advanced to 15 guineas for new subscribers. 
Other lists available for the building indus- 
try include, Building Contractors, Quantity 
Surveyors and Consulting Engineers and 
details of these can be obtained from the 
above address. 


Birmingham Six-Storey Flats 


Birmingham House Building Committee 
has approved schemes for the use of load- 
bearing brickwork in six-storey flats to over- 
come the difficulties of steel shortage. Seven 
blocks, comprising 68 flats, the first of the 
type, cre to be built on the Hawkesley Farm, 
Aston HaH and Hobmoor-road estates. They 
will show a reduction in essential steelwork 
from about four tons to 25 cwt. per flat. 
In the main, the shell of the building is to 
be of brickwork and the base strengthened 
to carry the requisite number of storeys. 
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Kent Scrap Drive 


The Kent Council for Social Service, 
following a suggestion made at one of their 
meetings by Mr. Sidney H. Loweth, the Kent 
County Architect, have started a scrap drive 
in the County. In a circular sent to Kent 
local authorities, the Council points out that 
there are in most localities rubbish heaps of 
some kind or another and all of them are 
an eyesore and detract from the beauty of 
the countryside. If these were removed, 
they state, a considerable quantity of metal, 
rags, bottles and other useful materials 
would be salvaged, and both National and 
local interests would be served. 

Apprentices and National Service 

That the building trade strongly deprecates 
a growing tendency for apprentices to want 
to get their National Service over as early 
as possible, not accepting offered deferment, 
was a point made at a recent meeting 
of the Stourbridge and Brierley Hill 
Employment Committee. At least one 
building firm in the area refuses to accept 
school-leavers for apprenticeships unless 
they agree to deferment until they have 
completed their articles at 21. A representa- 
tive of a prominent Stourbridge firm of 
builders, Mr. E. R. R. Tooby, said: “* These 
lads have the choice, and many naturally 
prefer to get National Service over. We 
turned a blind eye when the period was 
18 months, but the two years is too much.” 


Reluctance to Tender 

Difficulties in getting firms to tender for 
council house building was reported at a 
meeting of Wellington (Salop) Rural Dis- 
trict Council recently. Mr. G. T. Williams, 
chairman of the Housing Committee, said 
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that he did not think many firms were making 
profits from council houses, and they were 
being driven away to other people prepared 
to meet the modern costs of building. The 
Council’s architect, Mr. Brian Cooper, said 
that the Ministry's new method of fixing 
maximum prices per house, instead of fixing 
a price per square foot, as formerly, left no 
room for negotiations with builders. He 
added: “ Very few contractors can be find- 
ing it profitable to build except on a large 
scale.” It was going to be very difficult 
to find contractors who would take on small 
council schemes. 


Apprentices’ Exhibition 


The Federation of Master Builders, Area 
No. 23, held their fifth annual apprentices 
exhibition on June 27 and 28 at the Ealing 
Town Hall. The exhibition was opened by 
the Mayor of Ealing, Alderman R. C. Clay, 
supported by the Mayor of Acton, Alder- 
man A. S. Parkes, Mr. D. J. Butters (Lon- 
don Region President) and Mr. J. C. Cox, 
Secretary of the Building Apprentices’ and 
Training Council. Students from Ealing, 
Hammersmith, Twickenham and Willesden 
Technical Colleges provided a record num- 
ber of exhibits, judged by a team led by 
Mr. E. J. Elmes, Brixton School of Building 
Willesden Technical College gained the high- 
est number of points, so they again hold the 
challenge trophy for the year. 


HOUSING AT BIRMINGHAM 
Review of Private Licences 


BIRMINGHAM City Council is to review, 
early in August, the whole question of 
licences for private house building. Ald. 
A. F. Bradbeer, chairman of the House 
Building Committee, announced this on 
July 15, following criticism of the attitude 
of local authorities to private building made 
by Mr. J. Ian Robertson, president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, at the half-yearlyemeeting of the 
Northern Counties’ Federation at Saltburn. 
A review of the practice of local authori- 
ties in the Midlands reveals some consider- 
able divergence. Darlaston has adopted the 
50 per cent. policy, as have also Stourbridge 
and Brierley Hill. Wolverhampton reduced, 
in June, the allocation of private licences 
from 29 per cent. to 20 per cent. Wednes- 
bury demands proof of need and possession 
of land before issuing licences; West Brom- 
wich issues its licences on a points system, 
while at Halesowen one private licence is 
issued to every three council licences. 
Birmingham City Council last January gave 
its House Building Committee discretionary 
powers to issue licences for private build: 
ing up to a maximum of three in 10 of their 
hosing allocation from the Ministry. 


HOISTS IN CHIMNEYS 
Safety Regulations Exemption 


ADVICE has been received by the Lom 
don Master Builders’ Association from the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service 
that the Chief Inspector of Factories has 
signed a Certificate of Exemption (No. 3) 
under the Building (Safety, Health and Wel- 
fare) Regulations, 1948, relating to the use 0! 
hoists in certain chimneys. The exemption 
applies to the following plant in the follow 
ing circumstances, that is to say, hoists erec- 
ted inside chimneys specially for the purpost 
of operations to which the Regulations 
apply, in cases where the internal horizontal 
cross-sectional area of the chimney is les 
than 120 sq. ft. at any level at which any 
the operations have to be carried out. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
[From Our Own Correspondents] 


America—The City Planning Commis- 
sion of New York has approved the building 
of low-rented flats just off Times-sq., in the 
famous Broadway district, as part of the 
city’s master housing project. The new 
houses will accommodate 1,350 families and 
will go to those in the lower income groups 
already living in the area and also to 
workers employed by neighbouring indus- 
trial and commercial organisations. 
Although building will be undertaken by 
local firms there is thought to be scope here 
for British firms manufacturing devices of 
labour-saving value. 


Belgian Congo.—British trade observers 
in the Belgian Congo attached to the Consul- 
General’s office report that many oppor- 
tunities now exist in that territory for 
British manufacturers of factory equipment 
and plant. One large company, calling 
itself Brasserie du Bas Congo, plans a net- 
work of brasseries and malt houses for 
carrying on trade im beverages. A firm, A. 
Bongaerts et Cie, setting up as estate agents, 
should prove a useful contact as it intends 
specialising in factory development. Other 
projects include a cotton textile mill, a large 
bakery, and a new oil mill. The Belgian 
Government should prove of assistance to 
contractors. 


Egypt.—Work is now to go ahead with 
the Aswan dam hydro-electric scheme in 
Egypt. The credit for the task has been 
increased to approximately £27,500,000. 
Adjudication dates for a number of sub- 
sidiary contracts which had been delayed 
will now be brought forward. The first unit 
of the Cairo north power station is due for 
completion and will probably lead to the 
lifting of the ban on shop lighting. This, 
it is thought, wil give business houses 
incentive to go ahead with plans they had 
for extending premises and for building new 
ones. The Egyptian market for the building 
trades is expected to flourish, as many jobs 
are scheduled for the next three to four 
years. At Alexandria a new passenger quay 
is being built to accommodate three large 
liners. When this is completed, tenders will 
probably be sent out for wharfside building. 


Holland.—A_ building which is already 
being called unique is to be constructed in 
Rotterdam, Holland. This building, called 
the “ Groothandelsgebouw,” will act as a 
collective wholesalers’ organisation and will 
house 150 wholesale firms who had their 
premises blitzed during the last war. In 
addition to this the same building will 
accommodate retail shops, an exhibition 
hall, a business club, assembly and board 
rooms, an international informatien centre, 
a car park, a café-restaurant and other 
amenities. Broad thoroughfares will be 
constructed to enable cars to drive right 
through the building. The cost has not yet 
been finally calculated, but it will go into 
some millions of pounds. 


_India.—The Madras Port Trust, India, has 
given approval for the inauguration of the 
£4,500,000 scheme for the development of 
Madras harbour. .Two more berths on the 
east quay are scheduled for construction. 
Berths will be of the type for coal, ore, and 
oil ships. Another large scheme which has 
just been approved is the £9,000,000 thermal 
power station on Trombay Island. The 
Plans allow for the work to be completed 
In two stages. The first stage, designed to 
facilitate generation of 50,000 kilowatts, is 
to be completed by 1956. The second stage 
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will probably take another two or three 
years. Further hydro-electric expansion 1s 
also being carried out in order to meet the 
increased demand from consumers in the 
Greater Bombay area. This covers the new 


programme consisting of developing the. 


hydro-electric system on the Kundalkia 
river below the existing Bhira station, 80 
miles from Bombay. It is reckoned that 
the new scheme will produce 130,000,000 
kilowatts of hydro-electric energy in an 
average year. This plan will cost £6,000,000 
and should be completed within four years. 

Israel—Extensive housing schemes are to 
be built in Israel, commencing this year. 
According to information received, about 
12,000 houses are to be constructed. Nearly 
all materials will have to be imported. 
Although Israel is experiencing currency 
difficulties, there is thought to be little doubt 
that finance will be allocated for these 
houses. Contractors who feel they might 
be able to supply materials for these pro- 
jects should communicate with the Israeli 
Housing Ministry for further details. 

New Zealand.—The Road Investigation 
Committee of New Zealand is considering a 
scheme put up by Mr. Smith, chairman of 
the Main Highways Board, for the improve- 
ment of roads, and building of new road 
bridges. Total cost of this large project 
is in the region of £60,000,000. 

Norway.—The Oslo Council have 
approved a scheme which outlines the 
layout and building of an amusement centre 
on the island of Hovedoya, near Oslo 
harbour. As well as fairground features, 
the park will also have lawns, gardens, 
walks, and beaches. A bridge will be built, 
linking the island and mainland.—The 
Norwegian Seamen’s Mission, it has been 
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announced, is to spend £300,000 on churches 
for seamen abroad. As well as rebuilding of 
churches damaged during the war, the pro- 
gramme includes the erection of three new 
churches at Le Havre, Gothenburg, and 
Hamburg. 

Portuguese West Africa—The Director 
General of Development in the Portuguese 
Ministry of Overseas Territories has issued 
tenders for development work projects in 
the port of Lobito, Angola. A copy of the 
Diaro do Governo in Portuguese, giving full 
details of the work, is available at the Board 
of Trade Export Department and is 
available for inspection by U.K. contractors. 

Sweden.—Permission has now _ been 
granted to the Krangede concern, by the 
Swedish Government, to start the construc- 
tion of a power station at Ramsele on the 
Faxe River. The factory buildings, as well 
as the station, will cost about 72m. kronor. 
The site is in the province of Angerman- 
land. The Swedish Forest Owners’ Federa- 
tion is forming a limited company with a 
share capital of at least 30m. kronor for 
building a sulphate pulp mill near Kalmar 
on the east coast of Sweden. 

Trinidad——A new terminal building is to 
be built at Piarco airport, Trinidad, at an 
estimated cost of £190,000. Work is expec- 
ted to commence early next year and all 
designs and estimates are being considered 
in the very near future. Local materials will 
be used in the construction, but fittings and 
accessories will have to be imported. The 
terminal building will house control and 
operational facilities, office space for air-line 
companies, a cafeteria, waiting rooms and 
other amenities. 


CAPACITIES OF PLUMBING 
STACKS 


Results of an American Investigation 


THE problem of the capacity ef a vertical 
plumbing drainage stack in a building is 
examined in a booklet* just issued by the 
U.S. National Bureau of Standards. The 
publication reports an attempt to ascertain 
the maximum load that can be brought into 
the stack from a horizontal branch when 
water is being discharged down the stack 
from fixtures on higher floors—one of the 
more complicated problems of stack capaci- 
ties. A theoretical approach to the problem 
resulted in a formula, which was then tested 
by experiment. 

Obviously no building drainage system can 
be designed economically unless the mini- 
mum sizes of pipes to be used can be pre- 
dicted. This first phase of a projected 
complete investigation is concentrated on 
the drainage stack and its horizontal 
branches, which comprise most of the larger 
pipes used in the system. 

The report summarises previous research 
on stack capacities and gives an account of 
attempts to define stack capacity. It out- 
lines the problem of stack capacity, describés 
tests to determine terminal velocities and 
terminal lengths in stacks and tests on stacks 
and drains, and analyses hydraulic and pneu- 
matic conditions in a stack in a multi-storey 
building. It also suggests applications of 
the results of the investigation and lists 
references to relevant literature. 





* Capacities or Piumsinc Stacks 1x BuiipineGs, by 
Robert S. Wyly and Herbert N. Eaton, National 
Bureau of Standards Building Materials and Struc- 
tures Report 132, 28 pages, 10 tables, 20 figures, 
2 cents (order from Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D.C.) Foreign remittances must be 
in US. exchange and should include an additional 
one-third the publication price to cover mailing costs. 
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NEW 
CATHEDRAL 
LIFT 






This novel lift installed 
in Liverpool Cathedral 
is one which operates 
between a chair store in 
the basement and the 
main floor. Operated 
hydraulically and elec- 
trically controlled, it 
raises 150 sq. ft. of floor- 
ing, weighing some 3-4 
tons. The lift was built 
by the Express Lift Co., 
Ltd., of Northampton. 
The architect to the 
cathedral is Sir Giles 
Gilbert Scott, O.M., 





TRADE NEWS 
Midlands Building Exhibition 
The Midlands Building Trades Exhibition 
is to be held at Bingley Hall, Birmingham, 
from February 18 to 28 next. Bookings for 
space at the exhibition are now being taken. 


Increase in Sales 


At the annual general meeting of Dunlop’s 
shareholders, Sir Clive Baillieu, chairman, 
said that last year’s Semtex sales had 
increased by 16 per cent. on the previous 
year. 


Low Cost Fuel Burner 


A smokeless stove claimed to burn lignite 
as efficiently as coal is being produced by 
the American firm of Rhoades Industries, 
manufacturers of ‘“‘ Worsham” furnaces and 
stoves, Rand Hotel-building, Fargo, North 
Dakota. They are negotiating with British 
companies, and hope to have it manufac- 
tured over here at an early date. 

A Plastic Paint 

Hangers Paints, Ltd., Hull, makers of 
high-grade paints for over 70 years, have 
introduced “ Fabriguard,” a new emulso- 
plastic paint, which has been subjected, we 
are informed, to full test and research. 
Among time-saving features of “Fabriguard” 
are its effectiveness on new plaster and asbes- 
tos, with no time lag required for “ settling ” 
of wall surfaces, and its speedy application 
with distemper brushes, allowing earlier 
removal of scaffolding. 

Attacking the Furniture Beetle 

To assist the rural architect, builder and 
contractor, as well as farmers, Rentokil, 
Ltd., 5, New Bridge-street, Ludgate-circus, 
E.C.4, have adopted the policy of visiting all 
the big shire shows during the summer, 
including the recent Royal Show at Newton 
Abbot. One of their exhibits is the Rento- 
kil Junior (Squeezer) Injector. This is used 
in the attack against the common furniture 
beetle, where it is necessary to secure deep 
penetration of the timber fluid by injecting 
it into the flight holes of the grub. The 


injector has a flexible plastic bottle which 
allows complete control over the jet, and 
forces the fluid along the tunnel. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. F. Graucos, managing director of Nu-Swift 
Ltd., has been elected chairman. The former chairman, 
Mr. A. HARLAND, has accepted the honorary post of 
president of the company. Mr. E. E. C. Cawoop. 
M.B.E., general manager, has been appointed technical 
director. 

Mr. A. G. H. PritcHett has been appointed general! 
sales manager of Chamberlain Industries, Ltd. He has 
as his deputy Mr. D. S. JorDAN, A.S.M.A. The activi- 
ties of the company in Scotland are being handled by 
Gerard Wakeham, Ltd., of Glasgow. 


ROOFING 
MATERIALS 


All types of Roofing 
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Housing Standards in Scotland 


SCOTTISH HOUSING STANDARDS have sub 
stantially improved since the last census of 
1931. There are now 20 per cent. more 
houses, a drop from 46 per cent. to 32 per 
cent. in the number of one- and two-roomed 
houses, and sanitation in some respects com- 
pares favourably with the position jn 
England and Wales. 

These details were given by Mr. E. A, 
Hocan, Registrar-General for Scotland, at a 
Press conference in Edinburgh. The analysis 
is based on a one per cent, sample. In pre- 
vious censuses it had, said Mr. Hogan, taken 
about four years to produce final results, but 
some useful deductions on wider matters 
could be gained from the sample. 

According to the sample report the num- 
ber of dwelling houses in Scotland had 
increased since 1931 by 230,000, or about 
20 per cent., to the total of 1,378,000. The 
number in Great Britain as a whole had 
increased by over 3,000,000, or about 30 per 
cent. in the same period. 

“Scottish housing conditions are certainly 
not good,” said Mr. Hogan, “ but there is 
no doubt that in the past 20 years, in spite 
of the war and unfavourable economic con- 
ditions, there has been considerable improve- 
ment.” 

Edinburgh’s Brick Shortage 

EDINBURGH TOWN COUNCIL has written to 
the Under Secretary of State for Scotland 
requesting fuller discussions on the shortage 
of bricks. The Under-Secretary, following 
previous representation, asked his officials to 
make an inquiry into the shortage, but so 
far the result of that inquiry has not been 
made known to the Council. The expense 
of having to bring bricks from England, it is 
estimated, could easily result in an increase 
in the final cost of a house by £150. The 
scarcity of bricks still continues. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Banffshire—C.C. to erect 4 houses at Gardens 
town, and four at Banff, at an est. cost of £54,00, 
for which the County Architect is William R. Wark 
(A.), County Offices, Cullen, Banffshire. 

Dumfries-shire.—C.C. is to have plans prepared 
for the Linealdon public school est. to cost £60,000. 
The architect is George Batholemue, A.R.LAS, 
A.R.I.B.A., County-chbrs., Dumfries. 

Edinburgh. —The layout of a proposed neighbour- 
hood centre at Sighthill has been approved by the 
Town Planning Committee. he site extends to 
more than 26 acres and the layout makes provision 
for 36 shops and 134 houses, and for a comm iunity 
centre and various public buildings, including 4 
church, fire station and cinema. The area also 
includes the Government Health Centre at present 
under construction. 

Fife—Plans for the new Kirkcaldy and Buck- 
haven high sehools, est. to cost £250,000 each, have 
been approved by the Fife Education Committee. 
The accommodation of the Kirkcaldy school is 1,400 
pupils, and Buckhaven 1,200 pupils. The architect 
1s R. 8. Lawrie (A.), County Architect, C 
Building is expected to commence early in 1983 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared by their own 
architects for a new building to be erected at Park- 











head by Begg. Cousland & Co., Ltd., Springfield 
rd., Glasgow. ; 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new halls 
to be erected at Larkhall, for which the architects 


are Gavin Paterson & Son (A.), 6, Cadzow-st., The 
Cross, Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are to be prepared for new 
shops to be erected at The Terrace of Kilncroft, 
Douglas. The architects are.John Y. Robertson. 
140, Cadzow- st., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for additions and 
alterations at Provanmill-rd., Riddrie, for the con- 
gregation of South Portland- st. Church. The archi- 
tects are George Boswell, Mitchell & Johnstone 
(FF.), 256, West George-st., Glasgow. 

Ponfeith.—Lanarkshire C.C. to have new_ houses 
erected, for which the architect is Samue] MacColl 
(F.), County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 












nm 


i 


theo XOow On trep 


5 1952 





and 


ave sub 
-ensus of 
Nt. more 
10 32 per 
0-roomed 
ects com- 
sition in 


e Es 
and, at a 
> analysis 

in pre- 
an, taken 
sults, but 
' matters 


the num- 
and had 
Or about 
00. The 
hole had 
ut 30 per 


certainly 
there is 
, in spite 
mic con 
improve- 


ge 
vTitten to 
Scotland 
shortage 
following 
fficials to 
, but so 
not been 
expense 
and, it is 
increase 
50. The 


| Gardens 
of £64,000, 
| R. Wark 


prepared 
st £60,000. 
ARIAS, 


neighbour- 
ed by the 
xtends to 
provision 
ommunity 
sJuding & 
area also 
it present 


nd Buck- 
ach, have 
ommittee. 
ol is 1,400 
architect 
t, Cupar. 
n 1953. 

heir own 
at Park- 
pring field- 


new halls 
architects 
v-st., The 


for new 
Kilncroft, 
ober son, 


fons and 
the con- 
he archi- 
ohnstone 


W houses 
MacColl 
n. 








July 25 1952 


The Builder 


FUTURE 


Pull details of Public Appointments open = 
de found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previ: ous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of aeenere hs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; agger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; "as name and address at the 
end refer the person from whom particulars may 


be obtai 
BUILDING 


houses at Yew 
Dep. £35 3s. 


ULY 26. 

+Dukinfield 7.0.—Erecton of 4 
Tree-la. site. T.C., Town- Hall, 
Tenders by August 12. 

JULY 30. 

*tBristol City C.—Erection of a primary school at 
Manor Farm, Horfield. City A., Council House, 
College-green, Bristol, 1. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
August 18. 

*tHythe B.C.—Erection of two small public con- 
veniences on Marine-parade. T.C., Municipal 
Offices, Stade-st. Dep. £1 1s. . 

*tNorthampten C.B.—91 houses, Kingsthorpe-gr., 
in three contracts. Boro’ Architect. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by August 25. 

JULY 31. 

*+Surrey C.C.—Alteration and adaptation of former 
Beddington Orphanage into Carew Manor Sch., 
Church-rd., Beddington. County A., County Hall, 
Kin zston-on-Thames 

*; Tottenham B.C.—Erection of public library, 16, 
maisonettes and 3 old persons’ flats at the High-rd./ 
Brereton-rd, site. B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2 


*+ W. Mersea U.D.C.—Construction of roads and 





erection of 22 houses at East-rd. building site. 
Sparrow & Clater, eo 7, North-hill, Colchester. 
Dep. £2 28. Tenders by Aug. 22. 

AUGUST 1. 


*tBillericay U.D.C.—Erection of 10, houses at 
Dickens-dr., Laindon. §., Council Offices, 108, High- 
st. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 2. 


*Carlisle City C.—Erection of a junior school on 
Harraby neighbourhood unit. City S., 18, Fisher-st. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

“+ Weet Ham B.C.—Erection of 38 maisonettes, 10 
houses and 13 flats in Romford-rd. and Faraday rd. 
area, E.15. Boro’ A., 70, West Ham-la. Dep. £ 

*tWest Ham B.C.—Erection of 17 flats, 
garages and one shop in the Belgrave-rd. area, 

13. Boro’ A., 70, West Ham-la., E.15. Dep. £2 28 

AUGUST 5. 
*tHeston and Isleworth B.C.—6 flats at Cecil-rd. 
.E. & 8. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders bv Sept. 1. 


AUGUST 6. 
*+Wandsworth B.C.—144 dwellings, Clapham-rd., 
§.W.4. BR. H. Jerman, T.C. 
; AUGUST 7. 
_ *tWest Sussex C.C.—Erection of a new junior and 
infants’ school at Langley-green, Crawley. County 
A., County Hall, Chichester 
AUGUST 8. 
Clifton (Lytham) Hsg. Assoc., Ltd.—Erection of 
bungalows and site works off Church-rd., 
Lytham. » Estate S., Clifton estate offices. Dep. 


£2 2s 

*+Portsmouth City C.—Erection of 48 flats in 
King’s-rd., contract No. 3. City oe Municipal 
Offices, 1, Western-parade. Dep. £3 3: 

*+Portsmouth City C.—Erection bs “20 flats in 
Bishop-st. ; 15 flats in Britain-st.; and seven houses 
in Curzon’ Howe-rd. R. Reynish, - Kent Lodge, 
Queen’s-cres., Southsea. Dep. 

*+ Worcestershire a Ee Tk Franche. 
Pemberton and Bateman, architects, i, Vine-st., 
Evesham. Dep, £2 2s. 

AUGUST 9. 
a T.C.—Erection ot 28 houses at a 


-hill estate. H. Alves, surveyor, 6, High-st 
Dep. £2 2s. 
Golborne U.D.C.—Construction of 28 houses at 


Glazebury. J. Hoyle, E. & S., Council Offices, 
Lowton, nr, Warrington. Dep. £5 5s. 
GUST 11. 


* Hampstead Bore’. “ios: od flats, Gladys-rd., and 
= fen flats and one maisonette, Broomsleigh- st. 


Town Clerk. 

New R.D.C.—Erection of 26 houses at North- 
field-rd. site, Thatcham. at Hives, architect, 3, 
Cork-st., Reading. Dep. 

Wisheoh T.C. 0 A mM a 18 houses on Mount 
Pleasant estate. B.E., a Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 

Pas reham U.D.C.— Erection a four blocks of flats, 

type ““P,” on Wicor housing site at Portchester. 
BE. otal es estbury Manor. Dep. £2 2s. 

.C.—Erection of 3&4 houses in 
soups a 20and 14. B.S., Municipal Offices, High-st. 

“tW. Sussex C.C. —Erection of (1) temporary 
county primary school unit in prefab. timber con- 
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CONSTRUCTION 







struction, and site works on the Ham-field site, 
Shoreham; (2) 2 classrooms and a staff room at 
Steyning grammar school. 


AUGUST 14. 


Bootie C.B.—Repair and adaptation of Basil 
Grange, Sandfield Fak. West Derby, Liverpool. 
BS., Town Hall. oo £2 2s 

UGUST 6. 


*tEnfield v.p.c-~Erection of 3% dwellings in 
Lyndhurst-gdns. E. & S., 7, _ Park-gdns. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by Gettaker 3 
AUGUST Pa 
Ramsey U.D.C.—Erection of six houses at Ash- 
beach-rd., Ramsey St. Marys, and six at Marriots- 
dr., Mereside, Ramsey. V. J. Bateman, Council’s 
Architect, Whytefield-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
Rugby R.D.C.—Erection of 40 houses and four 
bungalows at ye Long Lawford. B5S., 


24, Warwick-st. Dep. £3 
ym 
*Old Fletton U.D.C.—42 cake Chapel-st., Stan- 
ground. Ruddle and Wilkinson, architects, a 
Causeway-chbrs., Peterborough. Dep. £2 2s 
AUGUST 21 


*Guildford Boro.—13 blocks of “ Duplex ” houses 
ry pairs of 1: e Bushey Hill, Merrow. B.E. 


Dep. £2 2: 
AUGUST 26. 

*Glenrothes Dev. Corpn. and Fife C.C.—Site works 
at Auchmuty second development, Glenrothes, by 
Markinch, Fife (approx. 900 houses with 85 acres 
area). Chief A., Glenrothes Dev. Corpn., Woodside, 
Glenrothes, sy Markinch. 

*ilford C.—Erection of houses, shops and 
Bi... A. at Maypole estate, Barkingside, in three 
contracts. E. , Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 27. 

*Worcester City C.—Erection of six shops and six 
maisonettes on Newtown No. 2 estate. Apply 
—- to City E. & S., 22, Bridge-st. i 

Ss. 


AUGUST 28, 
*Hemet Hempstead Dev. Corpn.—Erection of two 
houses and site works at Bedmond-rd., Leverstock- 
green. Chief A., Westbrook Hay. Dep. £5 5s. 
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SEPTEMBER 1. 
“Farnborough U.D.C.—Erection of four shops and 
four flats. C.E. & &., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 
SEPTEMBER 3. 
*Guildford &.D.C.—Erection of 16 dwellings at 
Meadowlands, West Clandon, og site works. E. 
& §S., Milmead House. Dep. 23 


SEPTEMBER . 

*Fire Brigades Union.—Repair and maintenance 
of offices, 865, Fulham-rd., Fulham, 8.W.6. Secre- 
tary, 865, Fulham-rd. 

SEPTEMBER 9. 

Stourport-on-Severn U.D.C.—Erection of six shops 
with flats and maisonettes at be oy og Farm estate. 

win, Clist Greenway, F./F., Bank-bldgs., 
Kidderminster. Dep. £3 3s. 


NO DATE. 
*East Ashford R.D.C.—Eight houses, Glebeland, 
Mersham. 8. 
“Ongar R.  _ai houses, E. & 
8. Dep. £2 
pti ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


Shelley estate. 


AUGUST 5. 

*Bath City C.—Supply and erection of ay ine 
fencing at Foxhill housing estate. City A., 7, 
North Parade-bldgs. 

AUGUST 6. 


Kingston-upon-Hull T.C.—Reroofing of central bus 
garage, Lombard-st. City E., Guildhall. Dep. £2. 
AUGUST 7. 

*Birmingham City C©.—Stripping and recovering 
of roofs of 757 squares in area on the Billesley Farm 
municipal estate. Hsg. Mgr., 19-29, Summer-row. 

Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 


*tLeeds Regional Hospital + a a of 
boilerhouse, provision of heating, etc., and electrical 
installation in connection with erection of ad- 
mission hospital for 121 patients and hostels for 50 
nurses, Stanley Royd Hospital, Wakefield. Wm. A. 


Shee, secretary, Leeds Regional Hospital Board, 
Park Parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 11. 

*Kidsgrove U.D.C.—Supply of (a) grates and (b) 
electrical installations. A., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 12. 

*Southend B.C.—Installation of two gas-heated 

boilers. Boro’ A., 30, cea Dep. £2. 
AUGUST 1 

*Wallasey B.C.—Heating installation at _e 

R.C. school. Boro’ A., Town Hall. Dep. & 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 9. 

Warwickshire C.C.—Road improvements at Rhine 
Hill, Stratford-upon-Avon. County S8., Shire Hall, 
Warwick. Dep. 

West Kesteven R.D.C.— Wyville water supply 
extension. Elliot _& Brown, consultant engineers, 
Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
AUGUST 11. f 
Cheadle and Gatley U.D.C.—Construction of 
streets and sewers on Grange Park housing site. 
. & S., Town Hall, Bruntwood, Cheadle. Dep. 


High Wycombe B.C.—Constrifction of roads aad 
sewers at — Farm Powe site. B.E. & 8 
Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 

pcg onl 

Sturminster R.D.C.—Construction of a 510,000 gal. 
r.c. reservoir at Buckland Newton, Dorset. Aubrey 
J. Allen, consultant engineer, Half Moon-st., Sher- 


borne, Dorset. Dep. £3 3s 
AUGUST 20. 
Hythe 8.C.—Site works on the Cinque Ports-ave. 
extension. B.S. & W.E., Municipal Offices. Dep. 
£2 23. 


AUGUST 22. 
Warminster U.D.C.—Construction of 1 mile of 
sewers with two pumping stations and appurtenant 
works. Lemon & Blizard, Castle-la., Southampton. 


Dep. £2. 
AUGUST 23. 
Felling U.D.C.—Construction of 9,000 yds. of 
sewers with appurtenant works. W. Radford & 
Son, Albion-chbrs., King-st., Nottingham. Dep. 


23 3s 
SEPTEMBER 1. 

Droxford R.D.C.—Construction of 1 mile of sewers, 
and pumping station and incidental works in South. 
wick parish. — & Blizard, Castle-la., South- 
ampton. Dep. 

Market pon Ade R.D.C.—Laying and jointing 
of about 6 miles of spun-iron water mains. Pick, 
— Keay & Gimson, engineers, 6, Millstone- 

, Leicester. Dep. £2 23. 
SEPTEMBER 12. 

*Cheimsford B.C.—Construction of a water treat- 
ment plant building, with tanks, pump houses, 
lagoons, ete., as well as alterations to existing 
buildings at ‘Sandford Mill pumping station. Boro’ 
: : & Megr., Water Department, Hall-st. Dep. 

5 5s. 


at = 29. 

y C.—Construction of sewage pum 
ing station with” outfall and appurtenant works. 
Taylor & Sons, Artillery ouse, Artillery-row, 
Westminster, 8.W.1. Dep. £10. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Barnet.—F.ats.—Plans for 24 flats on Denhain- 
rd. site have been drawn up following Ministry 
approval of appropriation of the site. 

City.—RestoraTion.—The Common Council of the 
City of London is being recommended to put in 
hand work on the interior of Guildhall. This will 
include restoration of the panelling, statuary, Lady 
Mayoress’s gallery, screen, main gallery, and 
musicians’ gallery at the west end, A new camera 
gallery is to be provided, as well as new doors to 
the main entrance. Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, O.M., 
is responsibie for the design, which is subject to 
any alterations found necessary. The work is to 
cost £16,500. 

Feltnam.—D we.iincs.—U.D.C. Surveyor has sub- 
mitted pians for the erection of 67 houses and four 
old people’s bungalows on the Viola Farm estate. 

Hammersmith.—Scuoo,.—L.C.C. have approved 
preliminary plans, prepared by their own archi- 
tects, for the erection of county secondary schools 
for boys and girls as county complements to Bur- 
lington sch. and St. Clement Dane’s (Holborn 
estate) gram. sch. They are to be erected on a 
site a Bloemfontein-rd., and the est. cost is 


Harold Hill.—Snorrinc CentrE—A _ major 
shopping centre is to be erected on the L.C.C.’s 
Harold Hill estate. It will consist of a 4-storey 
block on each side of Farnham-rd. and apart from 
shop accommodation there will be 69 flats and 4 
maisonettes. Est. cost, £663,000. Plans ay L.C.C. 
Housing Architect under the Director of Housing 
and Valuer. 

Hornchurch.—Fats.—B.C. have authorised their 
surveyor to prepare a scheme for the erection of 30 
flats on the Hacton Farm estate, to the south of 
the junction of Central-dr. with Bevan-way. 

Hornchurch.—Houvuses.—An amended site age sub- 
mitted by Evans Bros. (Romford), Ltd., 98, Dagen- 
ham-rd., Romford, for the erection of 24 houses at 
McLennan- -ave., Rainham, has been given town 
planning approval. 

Hornchurch.—Hovusres.—T.P. approval has been 
Butt > a scheme submitted by Mr. A. J. Cooper, 

uilder, 250, Southend Arterial-rd., for the erection 
J meg houses at 77- 87, Reddencourt- rd., Harold 

ood 

Islington. —Scuoo. Extension.—L.C.C. Ed. Com. 
has approved a scheme prepared by Council’s staff 
architects for extensions comprising a_ teaching 
block, assembly hall, gymnasium, workshops, etc., 
at Holloway County Sec. Sch. Total est. cost, 
£276,570. 

Islington. — a. — B.C. are instructing 
Messrs. E. C. Monson (F. & A.), 120, Moorgate, 
E.C.2, to saianies a scheme for the erection of 
dwellings on the Dame-st. housing site. 

islington.—AcqQuisiTIoN or Sites.—B.C. are taking 
action for the compulsory acquisition of lands in 
Kelvin-rd., Baxter-rd., Mitchison-rd., Alwyne-la., 
Colebrooke-row and Gerrard- rd., on which they pro- 
pose to erect 76 dwellings. The Council’s architects 
are E. C. P. Monson (F. & A.), 120, Moorgate. E.C.2. 

islington.—FLats.—Ministry approval has been 
given to the compulsory purchase by the B.C. of 
lands in Sable-st., Grange-gr. and Canonbury-park 
South. B.C. shave approved layouts for the areas, 
prepared by E. C. P. Monson (F, & A.), 120, Moor- 
gate, E.C.2, which provides for the construction of 
70 flats and maisonettes. 

islington.—F.Lats.—B.C. have approved a layout 
for the King Henry’s = oy site poe’ 
by E. C. P. Monson (F. & A Moorgate, 
which provides for the Sualediee of 68 flats. cal 
maisonettes. 

Kingston-on-Thames.—SHowrooms 
Thomas Lowe & Sons, Ltd., engineers and con- 
tractors, Broadway-chbrs., W.6, are to erect show- 
rooms and offices at Wood-st. and Clarence-st. 

Lambeth.—Housinc DeveLopmMent.—A new L.C.C. 
housing estate is to be developed at ey 
rd. It will comprise 737 maisonettes, 230 flats, 
houses and 10 shops. Est. cost, £2,374,600. Plans 
by Council’s Housing Architect. 

Lewisham.—Scnoo..—Preliminary plans have 
been approved by the L.C.C. for the erection of a 
county sec. sch. providing for 2,070 places for girls 
and boys on a site in Sedgehill+rd. Plans have 
been prepared by council’s staff architects. The est. 
cost is £575,155 

Lewisham.—Scnoou.—L.C.C. have approved pre- 
liminary plans for a county sec. sch. for boys and 
girls on a site in Dacres-rd. and Bampton-rd., which 
is est. to cost £364,580. Plans are by Council’s 
staff architects. 

Lewisham.—Hovses.—A scheme prepared by Sir 
Robert Tasker and Partners, architects, 1, Staple 
Inn, W.C.1, to erect four houses and four garages 
on sites of Nos. 300 and 302, Brownhill-rd. has been 
approved by L.C.O. 

Lewisham.—Cuvurco.—Plans for the rebuildin 
the Church of the Good Shepherd in Moorside-r 
a permanent structure have been prepared by pesca, 
Butterfield and <— AA.R.I.B.A., 6, Avery-row, 
New Bond-st. 

Lewisham. Le —Rose and Lowe, architects, 
177, Lee High-rd., S.E.12, have received T.P. 
approval from the L.C.C. for the erection of three 
houses between Nos. 60 and 74, Malyons-rd., and 
four houses between Nos. 246-266, Malyons-rd. 

Lewisham.—Buitpinc.—L.C.C. have given T.P. 
permission to Stocker and Roberts, auctioneers and 
surveyors. etc. 29. High-st. § E.13, for the wrec- 
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tion of a four-storey building on site of No. 179, 
Lewisham Hi 

Lewisham.— icbeen: —Plans for the erection of a 
new factory and premises for builders’ merchants 
and yard on site adjoining 208, Bromley-rd., have 
been prepared by Sir Robert Tasker and Partners, 
architects, 1, Staple Inn, 

North Kensington.—ScnooL. —Nicholas and Dixon- 
Spain, FF.R.I.B.A., 19, Hanover-sq., W.1, have pre- 
pared preliminary plans, which have been approved 
by the L.C.C., for the erection of an R.C. sec. sch. 
in St. Charles-sq. The est. cost is £127,655. 

Paddington.—Scnoo..—Preliminary plans, pre- 
pared by David Stokes, F.R.I.B.A , 32, Victoria-st., 
S.W.1, for the erection of St. Marylebone R.C. see. 
sch. on a site in Maida Vale, has been approved 
by the L.C.C, The est. cost is £141,5%. 

Putney:—Scnoo. Extension.—L.C.C. Ed. Com. 
have approved preliminary plans prepared by 
Powell and Moya, AA.R.I.B.A., 3%, Great Smith-st., 
S.W.1, for additional buildings to provide a_ total 
of 1,620 places as an extension of Putney County 
Sec. Sch. Est. cost £426,572. 

Stoke Newington.—F.Lats.—Council’s architects 
have prepared plans for the erection of 30 flats on 
the Vivian House site, 339, Seven Sisters-rd. 

St. Panoras.—Fiats.—B.C is awaiting M.o.H. 
at to erect 48 flats in Oseney-cres., Kentish 

‘own. 

St. Pancras.—Scnoo. Extenston.—A scheme pre- 

ared by L.C.C. staff architects for extensions to 

arliament Hill County Sec. Sch. has been approved 
by L.C.C. Ed. Com. Est. cost, £252,915 

‘Sunbury-on-Thames. — Houses. — Braddell and 
Laurence, F.R.1.B.A., 6, Bedford-row, London, 
W.C.1, have prepared plans for 49 houses to be 
erected at Upper Halliford 

West Ham.—Hovuses.—T. E. North, F.R.1.B.A., 
Boro’ A. and Planning Officer, 70, West Ham-la., 
E.15, has prepared plans for 3% houses to be 
erected at Ashburton-rd., E.16, : 

Woking.—Snoppine Centre.—24 lock-up shops with 

48 flats above are to be erected by the L.C.C. in 
Sasteneth. ave. on the Sheerwater estate. There 
will also be 38 garages, drying rooms, tenants’ 
stores, etc. Est. cost, Plans are by 

CC. Housing Architect. under the Director of 
Housing and Valuer. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Altrincham.—T.C. approved amended layout for 
57 houses at Golf Course estate, Lorraine-rd., for 
Sparke & Stephens, Ltd.. Timperley; approved in 
principle block of residential flats at St. John’s-rd., 
for which architects are Clegg, Morgan & Co., 
Oldham; propose erection of 100 non-traditional 
houses. ; 

Bakewell.—R.D.C. to erect eight houses at Brad- 
well, and six at Earl Sterndale. _ 

Bridgwater.—T.C. are to invite tenders for 14 
houses at Sydenham estate, 18 at Penlea-ave. and 
12 at Bath-rd. 

Brierfield.—U.D.C. to prepare plans for 24 houses 
at back of Halifax-rd. and Heyhead-st. 

Carlisle.—A building licence is being sought by 
the Reg. Hospital Brd. for a £20,000 plan for a 
nurses’ recreation hall at Cumberland Infirmary. 
Architect is N Edgar, 1, Lonsdale-st., Carlisle. 

erst eee ge Regional Board have 
submitted to M.O = of a new radium 
institate on the site ‘i latterbridge Hospital. 

Cockermouth.— C. approved erection of flats 
at Sullard-st., for N.E. Housing Assoc. _ 

Consett.—U.D.C. propose to make extensions to 
the town’s bus stn. Plans by the Surveyor. 

Easington.—R.D.C. is seeking loan sanction for 
£45,500 for 3 houses at Thornley, Wingate and 
Murton.—R.D.C. is in touch with Unity Structures, 
Ltd., regarding erection of 100 Unity-type houses. 
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Fleetwood.—T.C. approved plans for 24 houses at 
Broadway, for R. Fielding & Son, Ltd.; 24 houseg 
and two shops at Highbury-ave. and Hatfield-ave., 
for J. Cryer & Sons, Poulton-rd. 

Garstang.—R.D.C. propose 34 houses at School- 
la., Forton. 

Ng ee approved 20 houses at Boston 
Hill, Wadsworth. 

Huddersfield.—T.C. received approval for further 
70 houses at Bradley estate. 

Lancaster.—T.C. propose aged 
persons. 

Lancs.—E.C. propose additional classrooms at 
Wade Deacon Grammar sch. for girls, at £3,000.— 
Approved plans and estimate of £132,599 for St. 
Bede’s R.C. sen. mod. sch., Crosby. Litthemoss 
sec. mod. sch for boys, Droylsden. to be considered 
fer inclusion in 1953/4 programme. —Propose erec. 
tion of a clinic at Market-pl., Mossiey. —Propose 
following schools in 1953/4 programme: :—Fina) in. 
stalment of Kirkby South jun. and inf. ety 
(£39,960) ; Kirkby sec. mod. (£134,640); phase 1 of 
Kirkby South R.C. jun. sch, (£49,280) . G. Noel 
Hill, Cty. A., Preston. 

Leatherhead.—U.D.C. proposes a further 100 
council houses on sites at Ashstead—80 licences for 
private houses are to be granted this year. 

Middleton.—B.C. to erect 120 houses at Brookside 
for employees of A. V. Roe & Co., Ltd. 

Milnrow.—U.D.C. mad approval to 
further 30 houses at Bentgate estate, Newhey. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council is to erect police 
section stn., Welbeck-rd., to plans by City Estate 
> 46 Property Surveyor. —Wetherell & Lamb, Picton- 

Newcastle, are “architects for proposed hote! in 
Waickhacs View, for J. Rowell & Son, Gateshead — 
Turley & Williamson, Eldon-pl., Newcastle, are 
architects for alterations at 28, Eldon- pl., for the 
Council of King’s College.—J. Gibson Cowe & Son, 
Central-chbrs., Chester-le-Street, are _ preparing 
plans for warehouse at Eldon-la., for J. Farnon, 
Ltd.—Blaydon Co-op. Society to carry out shop 
alte ames. Pretoria-st. 

orham (Northumberland).—Gray & Paterson, 11, 
Castlegate, Berwick, have prepared plans for 2 
houses at Cornhill, for R.D.C. Contracts will be let 
shortly. 

Otley.— 
bedroomed and 60 
Weston-la. site. 

Rotherham.—British Oxygen Co., Ltd., propose 
erection of new works at Drinsworth at £250,000. 
(To commence work Jater this year.) 

Salop.—E.C. propose following schools for 1953/4 
2 :—Market Drayton Comprehensive 
(phase 1), £221,540 page: gene Meol Brace prim., 
Shrewsbury (£49,280); Longden-rd. mod. sch, 
Shrewsbury (£179,520); phase 1 of Wellington jun. 
sch. (£49,280) ; phase 1 of mod. sch. at Newport 
(£95,040) ; phase 1 of mod. sch. at Wem (£95,040); 
phase 1 of mod. sch. at Pontesbury (£56,760) ; first 
instalment of College of Further Education at 
Oswestry (£130,000). 

Scarborough.—T.C. is seeking loan sanction for 
£93,461 for 70 houses on the Eastfield site, and 
£32,949 for 25 houses on the same estate. —T.C. has 
agreed conditionally to erect 40 houses for Admir 
alty employees stationed at Scarborough. —Alderson 
& Allen, 32, St. Nicholas-st., Scarborough, are archi- 
tects for proposed hostel at Dulverton House, for 
the Church of England Pension Brd.—Plans have 
been approved for eight flats at Westwood-gdns., 
for A. Moore & Sons, builders, Seamer-rd., Scar: 
borough. 

Sheffield. Plans for 40 maisonettes and 40 fiats 
_ Manor-la., Manor Park estate, prepared by City 

have been approved by T.C, They are to form 
eo of a layout which alse includes 105 houses and 
% flats 

Shildon (Durham).—U.D.C. 
for 37 houses and four bungalows. Plans by the 
surveyor, J. W. Paterson. 

Stratford-on-Avon.—FLAts.—B.E. has submitted 
details of two schemes for the erection of Gregory 
flats at West Green-dr. and a proposed extension 
of Lodge-rd, 

Wakefield.—R.D.C. propose 50 houses at Crofton 
and 50 at Sharlston. 

Wallisend.—J. Walter Hanson & Son, 123, North- 
uwberland-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have submit! ed 
draft plans to T.C. for flats on Low Willington 
Farm estate. 

Wharfedale.—R.D.C. approved amended plans for 
houses at Arthington. 


home for 20 


erect 


U.D.C. propose 12 one-bedroomed, 100 two- 
60 three-bedroomed type houses at 


programme 


has approved plans 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance, 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

© Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Ashton-in-Makerfield. — Eight ed persons’ 
bungalows at Morden-ave., for uv. : *Direct 
Labour, £7,872 

Aspull.—20 two bedroomed houses for U.D.C.: 
*Direct Labour. 

Barnsley.—38 houses on Yews Farm estate, 
T.C.: *C, F. Ibbotson, of Wombwell, £55,179 

Barnsley. —42 houses on Yews Farm estate, 

<.: *C. D. Potter & Sons, Ltd., of Barnsley, 
£58,450. 

Barnsley.—10 houses in Fish Dam‘4a., 
*C. D. Potter & Sons, Ltd., £15,900. 
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Barnsley.—4 houses in Carrington-ave.: *E. Ibbot- 
son, of Cudworth, £6,112. 

Sarnsiey-— = houses on Yews Farm estate, for 
T.C.: *C. Ibbotson, of Wombwell, £35,883 

Beeston at Stapleford.—Erection of 15 houses 
and 16 flats at Ryecroft mei, for U.D.C. G. C. 
Hardy, surveyor, Town Hall: *Henry Orton & Son, 
Craig-st.. Long Eaton, Nottingham, £37,657. 

Belper —10 houses at ‘ng rise, for U.D.C.: 
*J, Haynes & Son, Belpe 

perineal and Calla Sites.— ~havicuitaral workers’ 
houses, for Lanarkshire C.C. Samuel MacColl (F.), 
architect, County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 

Excavation, brick, building and allied works, 
*Bryce & Symington, Ltd., Carluke, £6,534 

Joinery, carpentry and allied works, *John Shir- 
Jaw, Carluke, £4,300. 

Bootle.—78 dweliings at Rimrose-rd., for T.C.: 
*Direct Labour, £98,518. 

Brighouse. —40 flats at Rastrick (Field-la,) site, 
for b.C.: *Gregory Flats, Ltd., Worthing, Nomi- 
nated contractors: Alfred Robinson (Builders & 
Contractors), Ltd., Idle, Bradford, £45,171. 

Broughton-in-Furness.— Adaptations to 
wray Special School, for —— E.C.: 
Dalten-in-Furness, £18,120 

Burslem.—Erection of St. Werburgh new Church, 
for Parochia] Church Council: *C. Cornes & Son, 
Lichiield-st., Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Coatbridge.—100 houses The Kirkweod housing 
site. James Monteith (F.), architect, Municipal- 
chbrs., Coatbridge: *The Weir Housing Corpn., 
Ltd., Coatbridge. 

Cockermouth. ——— houses at Torton: *J. H. 
Stoddart & Son, £6,747. 

Crawley Development Corporation.—(1) seven 
shops and six maisonettes over, six garages, 1 
hous es, one block of six one- and two-bedroom 
flats, six bungalows, at West Green Neighbourhood 

»; (2) 12 shops and 12 maisonettes over, 12 
3, two four-bedroom houses, 11 three- bedroom 
. two bungalows and three flats at Northgate 
bourhood Centre. Architect, H. S. Howgrave- 
im, A.R.E.B.A., A.M.T. PE, Chief Architect, 
ey gg oi Corp., Crawley, _Sussex. 
ianiities by Gardiner & Theobald, 49, Bedford- 
London. West Green Neighbourhood Centre: 
s Longley & Co., Ltd., East Park, oy: 
197. Northgate Neighbourhood Centre: tY. 
& Son, Ltd., 10, Gildredge-rd., Saatens 


*Doncaster.—28 houses at Cantley estate, for T.C.: 
Pott, 6, Church-la., Bessacarr, Doncaster, 


Kepple- 
*C. Townson, 


Ssinaties-Uveelinn of 54 houses at Thornley, for 

. dD. . Plans by the Surveyor: a" & Edwards 
ers), Ltd., Sunderland, £78,21 

"Epsom. — Conversion of isidential nursery, Wells 
» Epsom. Architect, J. Harrison, F.R.1.B.A., 

U County Architect: *Baileys (Builders and 

Contractors), Ltd., 2, George-rd.. New Malden 

Glasgow.—Erection of 9% houses on sites at 

A -by, Carnwath. Cromerty and Eastpark-ave. 
in MacFadzean (F.), architect, 137, West 
nt-st., Glasgow: *John Lawrence (Glasgow), 
Glasgow. 

Hackney.—Erection of eight dwellings on the 
ai housing scheme, for B.C.: *Direct 

I rr, £15,907. 

Hammersmith.—Erection of eight flats on oe pte 

f 4, Cathnor-rd. and 1, Coningham-rd., 

f C.:'*Direct Labour, £17,701. 

Rar roe Erection of ten maisonettes on 

the site of Nos. 2-6. Melrose-ter., W.6, for B.C.: 
irect Labour, ‘£24,729. 

jg a Erection of eight shops and 18 

flats. block “ A,” Spring Vale estate, for B.C.: 

*Direct Labour, £58.785. 

Hammersmith.—Erection of two blocks of five 

flats each on the sites of Nos. 19-21, Benbow-rd., 

W.6. for B.C.: *Direct Labour, £19,271 

large: —36 flats at Batford, estate, for U.D.C. 
tect, J. H. Leech. & S.. H. Stopher. 
tities by H. L. Hale: *Stevenson-Spence, 

n Approach, Harpenden, £40,700 (less 24 per 


iikeston. —28 houses at Kirk Hallam estate, for 
T.C.: *Sherwin ene & Construction Co., Ltd. 
Dkes ton, £34,944 e 
_ Islington, =, Saats and maisonettes, comprising 
bi ke “J.” Naish-court. for B.C.: *Allen 
é Fairhead ~ Sons; Ltd., Sydney-rd., Enfield, 
patti —49 flats and ee ayo on three sites 
in x, ys and Clephane-rds., for — 
ik. Smith & Co. (Builders), Ltd., RG is £125,640 
ley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham, Ni. 123,972 
Ters ns, Ltd., E.C.1 123.425 
Simms, Sons & Sa Ltd., Park- la., W.1 122.916 
Pitchers, Ltd., 122,718 
Geo. Parker é Sa Ltd. Peckham.$ .E.15 121,643 
*A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham, 
N.17 120,239 


117,311 


af eee wee eee o* 
Patm ian & Fotheringham, 


Ltd., Islington, 


Alen Fairhead & Sons, “Ltd., “Enfield... 116,091 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., a on- 
Thames ‘ 113,942 
_Jarrow-on-Tyne. —Erection af RC. ‘school at Aln- 
ick-gr. Architect, Robert Burke, 10, Lambton- 
r Jesmond, Newcast'e-on- Tyne: tBenjamin Pevl, 
= East Mill Works, North Shields, £51,000. 
Kingston.—Conversion of Warren cw for Surrey 
CC. Architect, F. Barber, F.R.I.B.A.: *Baileys 
Builders & Contractors), Ltd., 2, George- rd., New 
Malden, Surrey. 
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Lanarkshire.—Erection of new halls at Kirkmill- 
hill: *The Hislup Building Co., Ltd.. Woodlands 
Hamilton. 

Lewisham.—12 houses, three bungalows, 12 maison- 
ettes at Sen ~ B.C. :— 

Siade Betts... 

L. & W. Whitehead, Ltd... 

Mansfield & Neil, Ltd. 

Thomas Lowe & Sons, Ltd. 

James Longley & Co., Ltd. 


Galbraith Rie’ Ue 

W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. 

Halse & Sons, Ltd. . 

W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd. 

Henry Kent ‘(Bui lders), Ltd. .. ie 

*Borough Architect (revised figure) ae 
Lewisham.— Eight flats and seven houses at Shorn- 

fee. st., Sportsbank-st. and Engleheart-rd., for 


Ww. E. & S. Rumph aaeetiods Ltd. 
T. W. Driver, Ltd. 
S. Varney & Co., Li¢ 
Stons & Co. Coristony Ltd. 
Harbrow, Ltd. a 
Herbert Kennard, Ltd. 
H. Ainslie & Son ... 
a Crisp & Sons 
R. Voysey & Co., Ltd. 
i. Hubert a 
a. ag Ltd. 
A Cailes & Sons, Ltd. 


Lewisham.—14 houses, 140 flats at. ‘Eliot: ‘ples ‘for 


Allen n Fairhead & Sons, Ltd. ... 
Griggs & Son, Ltd. a 

Thomas & Edge, Ltd. 

F. G@. Minter, Ltd.. Pe 

Thomas Lowe & Sons, Ltd. 

Rowley Bros., Ltd. 

The Bunting Constructi on Co., The. 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. 

Harry Neal, Ltd. 

M. J. Gleeson (Contrac tors), TA. ... 
*W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd. ... 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. ... da as 
Lewisham.—85 flats, 32 maisonettes and_ eight 
houses on-Lawn Terrace housing site, for B.C.:— 
The Bunting a, sat - fhesaadl .. £327,111 
Griggs & Son, Ltd... .. 305,890 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. 

W. J. —, a, ‘ Cooke, Ltd. 

Thomas : 

L. & W. ars By aid. 

Harry Neal, Ltd. .. 

Rush & Tompkins, “Titd. 

-— Fairhead & es a 

- oe & Co., Ltd. 
Minter, 2 ta 

sLestie & Co., Ltd. 

Lewisham.—18 fiats at Ladywell Park, for B.C. :— 
F. G. Minter, Ltd. . » 

W. E. & S. Rump, Ltd. 

Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. 

James Longley & Co., Lid. 

& . Whitehead, Ltd. 
The Bunting Construction Co., ‘Lita. 


30,320 
29,427 
29,377 
29,123 
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AYGEE LIMITED 
100 Westminster Bridge Road 
LONDON, S.E.1_ Waterloo 6314 (10 lines) 


4 & H. F. Higgs, Ltd : aa 
. J. Gleeson ei ntractors), Me =. 


*Galbraith a Ltd. . seas 
Liskeard.—Erection of 12 houses and site works 
in three sections at eee for “. Higman 
& Ford, architects, 2, The Parade: *S. Carthew & 
Son, Downderry, “ Littlecott,” Downderry, £22,260 
London.—Conversion into flats of 14, 15, 16, 1, 
Eaton-sq., §.W.1. Architect, Ragian 
F.R.1.B.A., M.S.LA., 39, Eaton-sq., S.W.1. 
surveyors, Davis, Belfield & Everest, 9, Ashley-pL, 
S.W.1: *faylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., 41, 
Welbeck-st., W.1. 


{london (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept. 
Admiralty :— 

Devonport : Chief and petty officers’ block super- 
structure, *Dudley Coles, Bainbridge-ave., Hartley, 
-lymouth. Brameote: Road resurfacing, *Bitumin- 
ous Surfacing, Ltd., Lime Bank-st., Manchester 12. 

{London (L.C.C.).—The undermentioned contracts 
exceeding £2,500 in value have been placed by the 
L.C.C. during the period June 17 to July 17, 19%2:— 

Electrical installations at following schools :— 
George Lansbury cty. prim. sch:, Poplar, LS.P. 
Eiectrical Co.; Heber cty. prim. sch., Dulwich, 
Honor Bros., Ltd.; Canterbury-rd. cty. prim. sch., 
Deptford, W. M. Grant & Co.; Virginia _cty. 
prim. sch., Bethnal Green, Norwest Services, Ltd.; 
Christopher Hatton cty. prim. sch., Holborn, 
—— & Larkinson. 

War damage repairs and improvements at Plum- 
croft cty. prim. sch., t C. Bowyer, Ltd.; — 
damage repairs at John Rennie ety. prim. 
Stepney, George Barker (Builders), Ltd.; a 
cleaning, painting and repairs at Great Stoney sch., 
S. C. Grover, Ltd.; repair and redecoration of 24, 
Palace-id. Streatham, for use by Philippa Fawcett 
Training College, eS Dumayne & Co., Ltd.; re 
pair of four gables at Essendine sch., Paddington, 
J. Kinninmont & Sons, Ltd.; painting and cleaning 
at Leo cty. sec. sch., Camberwell, Collins (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd.; painting ‘and cleaning at West Hil) and 
Southfields’ schs., Wandsworth, Mr. J. Williams. 

London (Air Ministry).—List of new works con- 
eg value of £500 or over for week ended 
ul — 

Building work: Woodcock Marshall & Co., Ltd., 
London, W.11; R. Corben & Son, Ltd., Maidstone, 
Kent; | Pochin (Contractors), Ltd., "Middlewick. 
Cheshire. General maintenance work: The Fleet- 
wood Construction Co., Ltd., Fleetwood, Lancashire ; 
A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill, nr. 
Bg ye Bag 

ondon gre a laced by M.O.W. 
om week ended July ” . 

Berkshire : Whiteknights. 1d. Earley, Reading, 
erection of regional commissioner’s office, . KE. 
Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. Lancashire: 
H.M. Stationery Office, Broadway, Hollinwood, new 
supplementary drainage, WwW. Snope & Sons, Ltd., 
Clifton-rd., Manchester. Monmouth: Ministry of 
Food Cold Store, Liantarnam, resurfacing of flat 
roof, H. J. Herbert & Co., Ltd. ., Alexandra Joinery 
Works, New port. Edinburgh’: Department of 
Health, M.O. w. Supplies Division Stores, Bankhead- 
dr., Sighthill, supply and delivery of sterilisere, 
Dent & Hel llyer, Ltd., 4, Golden-sq., W.1. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. for week ended July 12:— 

Sussex: Building work, W. Godsmark, Shoreham. 
Yorkshire: Building work, Harold May (Builders), 
Ltd., Huddersfield. Leicestershire : Building work, 
Thomas Barker & Sons, Loughborough. Derbyshire : 

Ltd., 


Electrica! installations, W. J. Furse & Co., 
Nottingham. Warwickshire : Supply and erection of 
steel tanks, United Filters & Engineering, Ltd., Put. 
ney, S.W.15. Northants: Mfscellaneous, G. E. 
Shepherd, Hednesford. Roxburghshire : 
work, John Crow & Sons, Hawick. Warwickshire : 
Building work, Water Lee, Ltd., Chesterfield. 
Hampshire: Building work, ‘A. E. Jukes & Son, 
Ltd.., Southampton. Wiltshire : Miscellaneous, E. 1 
Bradley & Sons, Swindon; Building work, F. 
Rendeil & Sons. Ltd., Devizes. Surrey: Building 
work, Sheppherd & Short, Ltd., Wembley; Building 
work, Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., London, 
W.C.2. Hampshire: Buiiding work, A. J. Dunning 
& Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill. Cornwall: Road 
work, W. & J. Clossop & Co, Ltd., Exeter. Hamp- 
shire: Building work, E. J. Logan, Putney, S.W.15. 
uaa Concrete work, F. Box & Sons, Bourne- 
mourn. 

Mansfield —48 flats at Debdale estate, for B.C.: 
*Gregory Housing, Ltd., Worthing, £61,454. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations to Wards 10 and 
11 at Walkergate Infectious Diseases Hospital, fer 
the Reg. Hospital Brd. Architects, L. J. Couves & 
Partners. Carlio} House. Newcastle: *T. Clemente 
& Son. Selborne-gdns., Newcastle, £9.773. 

North Riding.—Erection of infants’ sch. at Eston, 
for E.C. Architects. A. K. Tasker and A. Child, 
25, New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Coultas & 
Shaw, Ltd., Stephenson-st., Thornaby-on-Tees. 

Plymouth.—Erection of new technical college 
superstructure. ev the Corporation. . 2. we 
Stirling, A.R.I.B City A., Plymonth Corporation, 
Weston Lodge, ye rd., Mannamead. 
month. Quantity Surveyors, Messrs. 
Phenix-chbrs., Princess-sq., Plymouth : 
(Contractors), Ltd., Sutton-rd., Plymouth, £175.550. 

Romsey.—Erection of 14 houses at “Awbridge, 
re for R.D.C.: *A. E. Jukes (Southampton), 

21,740. 


Building 
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Ross and Cromarty.—Erection of 10 blocks of tects, The Queensgate, Inverness: Excavation, Stratford-on-Avon.—Seven houses at Sationte, for 1 
houses at Tain. Alexander Ross & Son (F,), archi- brick, building and allied works, *Alexander Ross & T.C.: *Messrs. Douglas Ritchie, Ltd., £9, 
Son, Hill of Fern. (Other contracts let.) Sunderland.—Erection of 387 houses on the Castle. 








Scarborough.—Erection of 25 houses at Eastfield, town housing site, for T.C. H. C. Bishop, Boro’ re 
for T.C._H. V. Overfield, Boro’ E.: *Charles R. Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *L. W. 
Coates, Ltd., Central-chbrs., Westborough, Scar- Evans, Ltd., ‘Norfolk-st., Sunderland (132); *G. 




















borough, £32,949. Henderson, East Boldon (58); *T. D. Gibbons & 
ffield.Erection of Holt House prim. sch., for Son, Hendon Burn-ave., Sunderland (54); *A. V, 
C.: *W. Redmile & Son, Sheffield, £40,216. ‘lerey & Son, Frederick-st., Sunderland (63); *G. 
GF hs roel at Hackenthorpe estate, for Bell, Viewforth-ter., Sunderland (54);  *Stewart 
T.C. :—114 at scheme 2a, sections 16, 19 and 20: Bros., Frederick-st. (26). d 
*J. W. Sivil, Ltd., £155,248. 108 and 20 flats, scheme Wallsend.—Erection of 144 houses, for T.C. G. N. 
2a, sections 17 and 18: *J. F. Finnegan & Co. Teasdale, Boro’ E.: *J. H. James, Archer-st. Wall- 
(Sheffield), Ltd., £171,191. 50 at scheme 2b, sec- send (88); *J. Armstrong, Meadowfield-rd., Gosf forth 
tion 21: *W. Redmile & Sons, Ltd., £70,120. 48 at (56) 
scheme 2b, sections 22 and 23: *C. L. Marcroft, Walthamstow.—18 flats at  Brookfield-ave., for 
Ltd., £80,556. 42 and 12 = scheme 2b, meas B.C.: *W. W. Rowney & Co., Ltd., £28,994. T 
NGTH 234 and 24: *F. Rida ons (Builders), Lt Walthamstow.—11 flats at Wood-st./Chestnut-ays 
UNITE FOR STRENGT £72,279. 102 houses at scheme 2b, section 25: for B.C.: *J. Argue, Ltd., 421. I 
*M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., £145,036; 68 at Waithamstow. —Six flats at Chingford- la. east site, 
scheme 3a, sections 26, 27 and 28: *W. L. Simpson, for B.C.: W. Rowney & Co., Ltd., £12,992. 
Ltd., £97,282. 76 at scheme 3a, sections 29 and 30 Widnes. ia 7... of Phase 1 of College of Further 
*Redmile & Poole, Ltd., £111,360. 54 houses at Education, for Lancs E.C.: *United Kingdom Con- 
Basegreen estate, Scheme 5, section 1: *Ackroyd & struction & Engineering Co., Ltd., Live erpool, sz 
Abbott, Rtd., £73,917. 50 houses at Birley estate £73,341. y 
extension, scheme 2, section 1: *T. V. Simpson, : bs 
£88,111. (All of Sheffield.) ‘ : — 


Shotley Bridge.—Erection of theatre unit at Shot- 


ley Bridge Hospital. for Newcastle Reg. Hos ital 

Bi., “ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

P. H. Knighton, Board’s Chief Architect: *R. B R 0 A ) my A F be F 
} y Blackhill, £36,150. 


Gallacher, Ltd., Cemetery-rd., £36 
Stockport.—18 ‘‘ No Fines = at Brinnington WeY-¥0):17'\ 11 (cme :imelel.<; 


estate: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., ., London, £24,669. Cl 

Stoke Newington.—Erection of 20 flats on the site 8th EDITION be 
of 12-20 (even), Clissold-res., for B.C.: *Direct Ri 
Labour, £40,256. TECHNICAL BROCHURE 






















































































TE Ob o Seddon Lid, E12 0Is (oR. Te for latest data : 
CONTINUES TO EXPAND LO ee Po Bog oS BROAD & CO. LTD., 4SOUTH WHARF 
AND 1S THE LARGEST £29,655. LONDON, W.2. PADdington 7061 h 
NATIONAL ORGANISATION ee aR ya 
IN THE INDUSTRY . NC 
See THE ESSEX STEEL ¥% : 
MEMBERSHIP SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES ci BU 
mber. HAVE BANISHED TROUBLES eT ae BL AC 
at 31st December, 1951 AVE BANISHED ALL TRO! SCAFFOLDING C22 ‘ 
10,962 | | FLOORS | se ; 
| inspect one that has withstood ; or - 
sameiacianens HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS Y| 
and consult f ; —_ 
:9a HIGH BEECH ROAD = 
STEEL-CRETE LTD. 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. Savoy Huse, 115/118, Strand, London, W.C.2 LOUGHTON ESSEX 
London Region—37 Areas : TEMple Bar 3621 TEL! LOUGHTON 5022 
And over 100 Provincial Branches p | ‘ y til t AN 
OVIE S$ -si7rne VENTHATOF e 
cuphetite YE S -airPie WOOD BLOCK | | ‘ 
SECRETARY, OVER TWO MILLION IN USE At 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 FLOORS = 
Tel. CHAneery 7583 (4 — ‘i ROBERT BOYLE & SON STEVENS & AD AMS LTD. mt 
Telegrams: ‘* EFEMBE, Holb, London ”* VENTILATING ENGINEERS Victoria Works, y o 
‘i pyrene <asiité - ee ae Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 be 
- EDI 
fo THI 
tube GALBRAITH | ' 
& US > BROTHERS LIMITED th 
a co. l {°) PRO 
| . BUILDERS " 
« 2° avi 
Building Contractors CONTRACTORS 7 
fo & ENGINEERS DE} 
j am 
y Soba tig Telephone: — | = d 
nS Wes * all laterloo « { Registered Office : orks : re] 
Southwark, ses ( 3 lines ve | 61 ———- CLOSE a ee ae 
MONarch 7597-8 Bexley Heath 5651-4 Edi 
j Cor 
































